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HE volume now before us is of a mifcellaneous nature, 

being partly mathematical and partly philofophical. The 
mathematical parts confift of difcoveries and improvements in 
algebra and infinite feriés, and in fpeculative geometry ; and 
the philofophical part.in. experiments and differtations in ar- 
tillery, relating to projectiles, gunpowder, the nature of guns, 
the refiftance of the air, the doctrine of forces and angular 
motion, &c. all treated with a degree of perfpieuity and ele- 
gance which would feem to be the refult of long and careful 
polifhing, inftead of being executed on the {pur of the occa- 
fion, as it appears was really the cafe. 

Our author obferves, ‘ that the. preference given of late, 
even among profeffed philofophers, to ftudies of a lefs abftracét 
kind, has too frequently diverted the purfuits of mathema- 
ticians into paths lefs fuited to their talents, from the defire 
of avain and fleeting popularity, inftead of the more laudable 
ambition of making real improvements in the fciences whith 
they had profeffed to cultivate. The humble confcioufnefs 
-, which the author has ever entertained of his own abilities, 
has, he hopes, preferved him from this common and pernicious 
vanity. However folicitous to extend and diverfify his own 
acquirements, he can only. hope to add, and that a little, to 
~ the public ftock of knowledge, in thofe parts of fcience to 
which his early habits, and fubfequent occupations, ‘have led 
him peculiarly to confecrate his ftudies.? And again, * The 
very honourable diftinction paid to the author by the Royal 
Society, for his. former experiments in gunnery, as well as 
their general indulgenceto his attempts in other mathematical 
fubje&ts, would perhaps have given an obvious deftination to 
thefe papers, had he not thought their publication in a col- 
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leGtive form better adapted, from the conneétion of their fub- 
jet, to extend their atility.,X—A fentiment which, if real, 
muft appear uncommonly modeft to thofe who are aware of 
the unphilofophical difturbances which lately agitated that 
body. But, whatever may be the motives which produced 
this volume in its prefent form, it is our duty only to give an 
account of the Traéts according to their merit. 

The firft is intitled § A Differtation on the Nature and 
Value of Infinite Series.” This Tratt, it appears, is delivered 
as preparatory to thofe that follow in this volume, and that 
are promifed in future volumes of the work; and enumerates 
the different acceptations annexed to the terms /um or value, 
&c. of an infinite feries, and the controverifies that bave taken 
place concerning them, among the mathematicians of the 
laft and prefent age. And here our author, to avoid fuch dif- 
cordant opinions and fentiments, has adopted the new term 
radix, infiead of the /um or value of a feries, as more general 
and unexceptionable, applying to all feries, under the very 
natural idea of its being the finite expreflion from whence the 
feries might properly arife by evolution, and which, therefore, 
may be fubitituted as an equivalent inftead of it, in ‘any ma- 
thematical operation. 

The fecond Tra is * A New Method for the Valuation of 
Numeral Infinite Series, whofe Terms are alternately plus and 
minus.’ ‘This is one of thofe happy difcoveries which, from 
their obvioufnefs and fimplicity, both charm and ior us, 
and make us wonder they had not been difcovered before. ‘The 
generality of this method is fuch, that it is equally applicable 
to all feries of alternate figns, whether they be converging or 
diverging, Or what the author calls neutral, leaving all the 
terms equal. In eafe and fimplicity, it far excels any other; 
as it conftfts only in collecting the fuccefflive fums of a few of 
the initial terms of the feries, and then taking continual fets 
of arithmetical means between thofe fucceffive fums, by which 
the radix or value is prefently and accurately found, when it 
is rational, or elfe a very quick approximation to it in all other 
cafes. The truth of this method is demonflrated, independ- 
ently of any other, from the nature of the feries itfelf, and 
a general expreflion for the value is given in all cafes; from 
which alfo the famous differential feries is here deduced, and 
thereby fhewn to be of the fame degree of convergency with 
it. One excellence of this method is, thatthe flower a given 
feries converges or diverges, the fooner and eafier is its fum 
found; and by it the value is inftantly found in all cafes of 
neutral feries.. This method is illuitrated by an application 
toa variety of feries, the laft of which is a very difficult 
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hypergeometrical one; upon the fummation of which the laté 
famous M, Euler exprefsly wrote a long and intricate differta- 
tion, in the New Peterfburgh Commentaries, vol. v. | 

The third Tra& is, ‘ A Method of quickly fumming a very 
flowly converging Series, having all its Terms, plus or addi- 
tive.’ The foregoing method in the preceding Tra&, as well 
as any other founded on the alternation of the figns of the 
terms, is of no ufe here, where the terms are al! pofitive. At 
firft fight indeed it is natural to imagine, that fuch feries as 
thofe in the prefent article, having their terms all additive, 
muft be fimpler in their nature, and fo eafier to be fummed, 
than thofe feries whofe terms are alternately plus and minus: 
but, on examination, the fact turns out quite different. For 
while the methods for fumming the alternate feries are numes 
rous and eafy, we have hitherto had none by which the very 
flow feries, whofe terms are all additive, can be fummed from 
the feries itfelf, nor yet by transforming it into another, with 
any moderate degree of accuracy. ‘The method, therefore, 
here given, very happily fupplies this long defideratum in the 
fummation of feries. By means of it the given feriés is trans- 
formed into another equivalent one, having this happy qua- 
lity, namely, that it converges always fo much the fafter as 
the given feries is flewer, the very property by which the fum- 
mation is effected. 

In the next Traé& is given the Inveftigation of certain eafy 
and general Rules, for extraéting any’Root of a given Num- 
ber. The roots of numbers are commonly to be found, with 
eafe and expedition, by the tables of logarithms, when the 
indices of the roots are fimple numbers, and the roots are not 
required to a great many places of figures: but in other cafes, 
certain approximating rales muft be ufed, fuch as have been 
given by Newton, Raphfon, De Lagny, and Halley, who 
have fhewn that the inveftigation of fuch theorems is alfo 
ufeful in difcovering rules tor approximating to the roots of 
all forts of affe€led algebraical equations, to which the former 
rules for the roots of all fimple equations bear a coufiderable 
affinity. The rules here given in this article, have greatly 
the advantage of any of the former, in point of eafe, fim- 
plicity, and univerfality, both of inveftigation and applica 
tion. 

The fifth contains a new method of finding infinite and ges 
neral terms, the roots of the higher equations, either accuraté 
or approximately, in a direct manner. Here alfo new lights 
are thrown upon the nature and properties of the roots of equa- 
tions, and upon certain terms in arithmetical progreffions. 
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The next is a very important Traét concerning the famous 
binomial theorem, which,is fhewn to be much older than has 
commonly been imagined. ‘The aathor threw ftrong lights 
on the hiffory and improvements of this theorem, in the In- 
troduction to his Logarithmic Tables, publifhed laft year, where 
he clearly proved, forthe firft time, that it was fully laid down 
by Briggs for all integral prowers; and that althoagh Newton 
might re-invent the theorem, being probably unacquainted 
with what Briggs had done, yet his difcovery is no more than 
the application of fractional exponents to the rule before given. 
The hiftory is again taken up and carried much farther: it is 
fhewn, that the arithmetical triangle, and the coeflicients of 
the terms of all powers of a binomial, are extant in writers 
about the year 1500; that it is probable the knowledge of 
them exifted much earlier; and that, therefore, the pretenfions 
of Pafchal, more than a century afterwards, are vain and erro- 
neous. A hittory of the demonftrations of this theorem, with 
fpecimens of each are then given. It does not appear that 
Newton ever attempted one, or if he did, failing of fuccefs, 
he has left no traces of it, but fatisfied himfelf with conclu- 
fions from indudtion. Since his time, fome few demonftrations 
have been given, chiefly by means of fiyxions. A new and 
general demonftration is then added by our author, for the 
moft general cafe of fractional exponents, by the only genuine 
method of algebraical invefligation, and independent of the 
principles of fluxions. And, what is fingular, and never be- 
fore attempted, a demonilration is given of the form of the 
feries, with refpect to the law of the indices of the terms in 
the feries for any power of the binomial. 

The two following Tracts are very curious, and of a nature 
purely geometrical. ‘The former of them treats of the com- 
mon feétions of the {phere and cone ; with the demonitration 
of fome other new properties of the fphere, which are fimilar 
to certain known properties of the circle; forming a curious 
f{pecimen of a new part of the theory of geometry, demon- 
firated in a truly pure and legitimate manner. 

The next is the geometrical divifion of circles and ellipfes 
into any number of parts, and in any propofed ratios; a thing 
hitherto thought impoffible. Qur author fays, ‘ In the year 
1774, was publifhed a pamphlet with this title, 4 Difertarion 
om the Geometrical Analyfis of the Ancients. With a Collection 
of Theorems and Problems, &c. This pamphlet was anony- 
mous: it was, however, well known to myfelf, and to feve- 
ral other perfons, that the author of it was the late Mr. John 
Lawfon, B. D. re€tor of Swanfcombe, in Kent; an ingenious 
and learned geometrician, and, what is till more eftimable, 
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a moft worthy and good man; one in whofe heart was found 
no guile, and whofe pure integrity, joined to the moft ami- 
able fimplicity of manners, and fweetnefs of temper, gained 
him the affection and refpeét of all who had the happinefs to 
be acquainted with him. His collection of problems concluded 
with this fingalar one. ‘‘ To divide a circle into any number 
of parts, which fhall be as well equal in area as in circumfes 
rence. N.B. This may feem a paradox; however, it may. be 
effected in a manner ftriétly geometrigal,’? ‘The folution of this 
feeming paradox he referved to himfelf, as far as I know. I 
fell upon the difcovery, however, foon after, and other per- 
fons might do the fame.’ ‘The folution of this paradoxical 
problem is delivered in a purely geometrical manner. The 
fame thing is alfo extended to the like divifion of ellipfes; and 
{everal other curious properties of the parts of a circle are 


. added. 


The laft Tract in this volume is given as the moft import- 
ant, and extends through upwards of one hundred and feventy, 
pages. It is intitled ‘ New Experiments in Artillery; for 
determining the Force of fired Gunpowder, the initial Velocity 
of Cannon Balls, the Ranges of Pieces of Cannon at different 
Elevations, the Refiftance of the Air to Projedtiles, the EffeQ 
of different Lengths of Canyon, and of different Quantities 
of Powder, &c. &c.’ It appears that thefe experiments, of 
which this Traét gives the relation and confequences, have 
been the chief employment of the author in the fummers of 
1783, 4, and 5; and are the continuation of thofe he performed 
in the year 1775, an account of which was given in the Phi- 
lofophical Trantactions for 1778, and for which the Royal 
Society honoured the author with the gold medal. This pre- 
fent courfe of three years experiments has extended its objets 
and accuracy greatly beyond the former, which are the only 
experiments of this kind hitherto made with cannon balls, 
The objects of them are various, fuch as the actual initial ye- 
locities of balls, the effects of different lengths of the gun, of 
different quantities of powder, the charge that gives the greatelt 
velocity, the penetration of balls into blocks of wood, the 
ranges and times of flight of balls projecied in given di- 
rections, with the effects alfo of wads, of ramming, of differ- 
ent pofitions of the vent, of windage, &e. All which circum- 
flances are ufeful either for the improvement of artillery, or 
for. forming a true and practical theory of gunnery, including 
the effets of the refiftance of the medium. For effecting 
thefe purpofes, the number and accuracy of the experiments 
detailed are truly great, and the machines and apparatus molt 


<ample and complete; the mafter-general of the ordnance have 


ing ordered thefe experiments, and given directions for cafting 
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feveral brafs cannon on purpofe, and for providing powder, 
and all other neceflary machines; all which are minutely de- 
{cribed, and illuftrated by views of them in copper-plates. 
We obferve here alfo mary improvements in the rules for com- 
puting the initial velocities, and for determining the effects 
of fome difturbinz caufes on thofe velocities, in a very philo- 
fophical and mafterly manner. At the end of all a few in- 
ferences and conclufions are drawn, as permanent principles to 
be depended on, and applied whenever occafion requires, fuch 
as the following; if, That the velocity of the ball is as the 
fquare root of the charge of powder, fo far as till the length 
of the charge bears fome confiderable proportion to the length 
of the gun. 2. That the length of the charge that produces 
the greateft velocity is about ,3 of the length of the bore in the 
fhorteft gun of 14 calibers long, but about 3 in the long- 


z~Q 


eft of 40 calibers, and proportionally between ,2 and 32° for 
the intermediate lengths of guns, 3. That the rates of in- 
creafe in the velocity for the increafe in the length of the gun, 
is between the fquare roots and-cube roots of the length. 
4» That the ranges are nearly as the fquare root of the ini- 
tial velocity, or as the fifth root of the length of the gun. 
5- That the time of flight is nearly as the range. 6. That 
a great difference in the velocity arifes from a fmall degree of 
windage; indeed with the ufual eftablifhment of windaye only, 
namely, about ,2 of the caliber, no lefs than between 1 and 
% efcapes, and is loft; and that as the balls are often fmaller 
than that fize, it frequently happens that half the powder is 
loft by unneceflary windage. 7. That the refifting force of 
wood to balls fired into it, is not conftant; but that the 
depths penetrated by different velocities are nearly as the 
logarithms of the velocities, 8. That balls are greatly de- 
flected from the direction they are projected in; and that fo 
much as 300 or 400 yards in the range of a mile, or almoft 
2 of the range, which is nearly a defection of an angle of 15 
degrees. And,g. That thefe experiments furnifh us with the 
following concomitant data, to a confiderable degree of ace 
curacy; namely, the dimenfions and elevation of the gun, 
the weight and dimenfions of the powder and ball, the initial 
velocity of the ball, with the range and time of flight: from 
which it is hoped that the meafure of the refiftance of the air 
to projectiles may be determined, and thereby lay the foun- 
dation for a true and practical fyftem of gunnery, which may 
be as well ufeful in fervice as in theory: a work which our 
author gives room to expect from his,future labours. 

Upon the whole we have found this volume to be replete 
with many ingenious and ufeful difcoveries, 


Letters 





LE SEB CATE. 


- cechinigien eas aint tel a een 








bales. taken 











XUM 


r, 


Se 
le 


rN oS 


—_ cna —— w 


Vv 


aa, 





AP EIS 


SS ey ae aE ee 





UM 


Sah cate 


Letters on Egypt. By Mr. Savary. (Concluded from Vol, \xii- 
p+ 446.) 
ON quitting the celebrated Thebes with its hundred gates» 
Mr. Savary proceeds towards Efne, in the road to which 
he paffes Armant, formerly Hermunthis, adorned with" two 
ancient temples, built in honour of Jupiter and Apollo. The 
Jatter is ftill in good prefervation. Between Thebes and Sienna 
one frequently perceives crocodiles bafking on the fandy 
iffands, Jeft uncovered. by the Nile, when it retires; but on 
the approach of boats they precipitate themfelves into the 
water. 

Letter XXXVII. traces the route from Efne to the laf 
Cataract. Our author’s journey is now almoft finifhed; and, 
confidering both the danger and difficulties with which it was 
often attended, he muit have fincerely congratulated himfelf 
on that agreeable event. He was at this time approaching the 
tropic. The foutherly wind, with its burning breath, blowed 
in gufts, and raifed up whirlwinds of fands deftruQlive to man 
and beaft. Happily, this dangerous wind feldom continues for 
two days together ; but then it is fometimes fuflicient to make 
the caravans be fwallowed up in the middle of the deferts, 

Mr. Savary informs us, that travelling through Egypt, from 
one extremity to the other, he faw it fenfibly changing its 
decoration. ‘The verdure, the flowers, the haryelts, rapidly 
fucceed each other, in confequence of the progrcilive inun- 
dation, and the heat of the climate. 

Above Efne is the village of idfou, built on the ruins of 
the great city of Apollo. Here is an ancient temple covered 
with hieroglyphics, amongft which may be diftinguifhed men 
with falcons heads. Its inhabitants were enemies of the cro- 
codile. At fome leagues from Edfou, the bed of the river, 
hemmed in ty rocks which proje&t to the right and left, is 
only fifty fathoms wide. The rocks on the weltern fide are 
hewn in the fhape of grottoes; and there are columns, pi- 
lafters, and hieroglyphics, with a chapel cut out of a folid 
ftone. 

After paffing this place, the traveller difcovers, to the ealt 
of the Nile, Coum Ombo. ‘The ruins of a temple, fituated 
at the foot of this hill, afcertain the pofition of the ancient 
Ombos, the inhabitants of wiich honoured the crocodile. 
Thefe animals are very common thus high ap the Nile. One 
fees thein defcend in droves {rom the illes of fand, and fwim 
in long itrings in the mver. It feems as if thefe formidable 
animals had fixed treir habitation near to a town where they 
received honiage ; but what renders them more numerous here 
than in the other parts of Egypt, is the folitude of the fitu- 
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ation, the banks of the Nile in this place being almoft de- 
ferted. 

Our author terminated his navigation at the port of Affouan, 
formerly Sienna ; of which he prefents us with the local de- 
{criptions, as traced out by the beft writers of antiquity, add- 
ing the piéture of their prefent fituation, and the changes 
which have taken place. Sienna is immediately under the 
tropic ; and, according to Strabo, a well was dug there which 
marked the fummer folftice. ‘This day was difcovered when 
the gnomon of the dial gave no fhadow at noon. At that 
moment the vertical fun darted his rays to the bottom of the 
well, and his whole image was painted on the water that co- 
vered the bottom. 

Mr. Savary informs us, that the ifle of Elephantina, which 
lies before this place, is half a league long, by a quarter wide, 
The town defcribed by Strabo no longer fubfifts. A fmall 
village is built on its ruins. Near to them ftands a fuperb 
gate of granite, which formed the entrance of one of the por- 
ticoes of the temple of Cnept. <A building furrounded by 
thick walls and rubbifh, formerly made a part of it; and an 
elevated rampart at the point of the ifland ferved to defend it 
againft the inundation. ‘The famous niiometer, fo favourably 
fituated in this place, to difcover the firlt appearance of the 
incréafe of the waters, and to reguiate the labours of the 
hufbandman, appears no more. Our author, however, thinks, 
with probability, that this nilometer, formed ofa block of 
marble cannot have been deftroyed; but that it is buried un- 
der the fand and mud of the Nile, whence it may one day be 
extricated. 

The ifle‘of Elephantina is furrounded by four {maller ones, 
which are only ‘rocks of granite. Enormous maffes have been 
detached from them to be employed in the great edifices of 
Egypt. It is from one of thefe iflets that the great cube, of 
fixty feet on each fide, was taken, in the folid of which was 
hewn the fanétuary of the temple of Latona at Butis. Dr, 
Pococke places this large ftone in the temple of Minerva at 
Sais; but that, as our author obferves, is in direct contradic. 
tion to Herodotus, who gives the defcription of it, and affirms 
that ne faw it at Butis, in the temple of Latona, Tlhns is the 
moft enormous weight ever moved by human power ; and hil- 
tory informs us, that feveral thoufand workmen were employed 
three years in conveying t to the place of defination. 

The remains of Sienna are on an eminence which rifes to 
the fouth of Affowan. ‘Columns and pillars of granite, dif- 
perfed in feveral. places, point out its fite. Mr, Savary re- 
marked an ancient edifice, with openings at the top, and win- 
dows which look towards the eaft. This, he thinks, may have 
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been the obfervatory of the Egyptians. The weil of the fol- 
ftice, he likewife conje€tures, might correfpond with one of 
thefe openings, and the image of the fun difplay itfelf on the 
furface ef the water which covered the bottom. 

Mr. Savary obferves, it is very aftonifhing, that, for eigh- 
teen hundred years, no traveller fhould have flopped at Sienna 
a few days before the fummer folitice, to fearch for this won- 
derful well, and to eftablifh fo interefting a difcovery. We 
cannot help regretting, that this remark is likewife applicable 
to himfelf ; but when we know the great difficulties and dan- 
gers, exclufive of the tropical climate, attending a journey 
in thofe parts; we fhall lefs wonder at the apparent neglect of 
travellers, with regard to afcertaining a fact fo intimately con- 
nected with the aftronomical knowledge of the ancient Egyp- 
tians. In refpeé&t of our author, he informs us, that having 


‘travelled with a limited fortune, and without the aid of go- 


vernment, he did not go fo high up as Sienna, where it would 
have been neceffary to remain at lealt a week, becaufe thefe 
journeys are very expeniive, and it is impoflible to be in fafety 
from rokbers, but by making continual prefeats to the gover- 
nors, and by keeping fome janizaries in pay. 

The cataract remains in the ftate in which it is deferibed by 
Strabo. The rock which bars the middle of the river, is bare 
during fix months of the year. Then boats mount and defend 
by the fides. During the inundation, the waters heaped a 
between the mountains form one great fheet, and, breaking 
down every obftacle, fpring from eleven feet height. The 
boats can no longer afcend the ftream ; and merchandize muft 
be conveyed two leagues over land, above the cataraét; they 
defcend, however, as ufual, and fuffer themfelves to be plung- 
ed into the gulf. They precipitate themfelves into it with the 
rapidity of an arrow, and in an inftant are out of fight. It is 
neceflary for the boats to be moderately laden, and for the 
boatmen, who hold by the ftern, to be in exact equilibrium, 
otherwife they would be infallibly {wallowed in the abyfs. 

The ifle of Phile is only half a league round. The Ethi- 
opians and Egyptians inhabited it anciently in common, At 
prefent it is deferted, Sut the traveller admires there two mag- 
nificent temples. The larger has courts ornamented with co- 
lonnades. ‘The firft of them is entered by a pyramidal gate, 
on the fide of which are two obelifks of granite. ‘The infide 
of the temple is divided into feveral apartments, Its walls, 
formed of marble, prefent feveral rows of hieroglyphics, 
amongft which is diftinguifhable the fparrow-hawk deferibed 
by Strabo. To the eaft of this edifice is another, which forms 
a parallelogram. It is open on all fides. The capitals of the 
columns which fupport the roof are fculptured with art. 
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In the fubfequent Letter, our author defcribes the Oafis, or 
tilands in the middle of fands, and the temple of Jupiter 
Ammon, with the routes leading thither. It appears that the 
Oafis of Ammon is litle known by the modern Egyptians. 
They are better acquainted with the fecond. Abulfeda, as 
Our author obferves, places there a city, named Behnefe, and 
different from that one feen on the canal of Jofeph. He 
marks another higher up, that correfponds with that of Ach- 
monain, and around which are admired magnificent remains 
of aniiquity. ‘Ihe preat Oafis, the moft frequented of the 
three, being on the road of the caravans of Abyfiinia, contains 
a great number of inhabitants. ‘The route to this place is 
extremely dangerous. Our author informs us, that travellers, 
who fet out from the fertile valley fituated under the tropic, 
march feven days journey before they reach the firft town in 
Ethiopia. They proceed in the day by eftablifhing fignals, 
and at night by obferving the ftars. ‘The hills of fand fre- 
quently deceive the guides, who, if led ever fo little aftray 
from their route, the camels, after living for five or fix days 
without water, fink under their burthen and die. The men 
foon follow the fame fate; and fometimes out of a numerous 
Caravan, not a fingle traveller efcapes. At other times, the 
feorching foutherly winds lift up whirlwinds of duft, which 
ftifle man and beaft. The next caravan that pafles beholds 
the earth covered with dead bodies, perfectly dried up. Thefe 
dangers, however, do not deter the Abyflinians, who, from 
the moft remote antiquity, have been the carriers of gold duft, 
of mufk, and elephants teeth into Egypt. 

Letter XX XIX. contains Obfervations on the Increafe of 
the Nile. The origin of this celebrated river, though ftudioufly 
inveftigated, was never difcovered in ancient times; bat, by 
more recent enquiries, it has at length been afcertained. In 
the months of March, April, May, and June, the northerly 
winds drive the clouds towards the lofty mountains on the other 
fide of the equator. Stopped by this barrier, they collect in 
heaps upon their fummits, and diffolve into rain, which 
falls in torrents, and overflows the valleys. The junction of 
an innumerable multitude of ftreams, ifluing thence, forms 
the Nile, and produces the annual inundation. From the 
unanimous teftimony of the Abyfinians, who bring the gold- 
duft to Grand Cairo, we learn that this river, on reaching 
Ethiopia, feparates itfelf into two branches, one of which, 
known by the name of Aferac, or the Blue River, ftrikes off 
to join the Niger, and traverfing Africa from eat to weft, 

ifcharges itfelf into the Atlantic ocean, The other branch 


flows towards the north, between two chains of mountains, 
and, 
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and, meeting with rocks of granite which obfrué its bed, 
forms fix cataracts, far more frightful than thofe of Sienna. 

Though the inundation of the Nile be generally well known, 
it may not be improper to mention a few particulars relative 
to this fubjeét, as they are fully authenticated by Mr. Savary’s 
own obfervation. At the beginning of June the Nile begins 
to fwell, but its increafe is not very fenfible until the folftice. 
At this period its waters become troubled, aifuming a reddifh 
tinge, and are then elleemed unwholfome. They muft be 
purified before they are drinkable. This is done by throwing 
the powder of bitter almonds, bruifed, into a jar full of water, 
and ftirring them for fome minutes with the arm plunged in 
the middle of the veffel. After this operation they are left to 
fettle, and at the end of five or fix hours, all the heterogeneous 
particles are precipitated to the bottom of the veffel, and the 
water is clear and excellent. ‘The inhabitants of Egypt attri- 
bute this fermentation of the Nile to the dew which then falls 
in abundance; but itis much more natural to :magine with 
our author, that the river, overflowing its banks in Abyflinia 
and Ethiopia, carries with it a great quantity of fand, and 
millions of eggs of infects, which, hatching towards the fol- 
ftice, produce the fermentation of the waters, and that reddifh 
tinge that renders them unwholfome. 

The inundation of the Nile is celebrated over Egypt with 
great rejoicings, which are defcribed by our author in a lively 
manner; but for this we refer to the work. 

In Letter XL. Mr. Savary delivers a particular account of 
the government of Egypt, from which it appears that the au- 
thority of the Porte is far from being regarded witb great ve- 
neration in this country. Two fubfequent Letters ‘prefent us 
with the hiftory of Ali Bey, concerning whofe numerous ex- 
ploits our author appears to have been well informed, Thefe 
are followed by a feries of highly interefting Letters, relative 
to the agriculture of the country, the temperature of the cli- 
mate, the different inhabitants of Egypt, their marriages, and 
the revolutions in the commerce of that ecuntry, fiom the moft 
remote antiquity to the prefent time. The learned author 
next treats of the ancient religion of the Egyptians, which he 
fuppofes to have originally fubfilted pure amongft the prielts, 
and thofe who were initiated 1n the facred mytteries ; but to 
have been gradually corrupted by the people, who negleéted 
the Creator, whilft they adored his works. Twenty fucceffive 
Letters are afterwards employed on the allegorical hiftory of 
the Egyptian deities, whofe origin, nature, and worfhip, are 
detailed by our author with much precifion, and with no little 
inveftigation into the intricacies of ancient mythology. ‘The 
firft of thofe deities was Athor, or the Night; the fecond, 

Phtha, 
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Phtha, Neith, and Cneph, all which denoted the Supreme 
Being. The vifible gods fpecified are, Ofiris, Ammon, Horus, 
the celeftial Serapis, Harpocrates, Mendes, lris,'Sothis, Bu- 
baftis, Butis, the Nile, Apis, Mnevis and Onuphis; the ter- 
reftrial Serapis, Anubis, Typhon Nephthys, Canobus, and 
Thoth. ‘To thefe are fubjoined, in fo many diftin@ Letters, 
an Account of the Vocal Statue of Memnon, Reflections on 
the Religious Worfhip of the marys, and Obfervations on 
the Hieroglyphics. 

We need add no more with regard to the uncommon merit 
of thefe Letters, than that they afford the moft complete ac- 
count of Egypt that has hitherto appeared in any language. 
In defcription, Mr. Savary is particularly animated; in ob- 
fervations and reflections, his jadgment is every where confpi- 
cuous ; and he difplays, through the whole, fuch a degree of 
learning and information, local and general, as-muft render 
his travels highly interefting to thofe who with to behold a 
faithful and extenfive parallel of the ancient and modern ftate 
of this celebrated country. 





Hiffory of the War with America, France, Spain, and Holland: 
By Fohy Andrews, LL.D. In Four Volumes, with Portraits, 
Maps, and Charts. 8vo. 14. 105. in Boards, Fielding. 


INCE the downfall of the ancient monarchies, fo extenfive 

4” a dominion has not been wrefted from any power, as that 
of North America, lately, from the fovereignty of the Britith 
crown. Nor do we find, in all hiftory, a more fignal confir- 
mation of the remark, that the flighteft caufes may often be 
produdtive of the moft important effects. This great event is 
a folecifm in the annals of politics; and merits, on account 
of its example and confequences, ‘as well as its novelty, to be 
tran{mitted to the lateft ages in hiltorical detail. The writer, 
however, who would now compofle fuch a hiftery, has a mul- 
titude of difficulties to encounter. If a Briton, he mutt exa- 
mine the claims of his own country without predilection, and 
the repugnance of America without prejudice ;\ he muft endea- 
vour to afcertain facts, diveited of the frequent mifreprefent- 
ations of either party ; and he muft affgn to their proper origin 
the motives, and plans, and intrigues, and incidents, which 
arofe from the beginning to the end of this memorable contef, 
Whilft he likewife examines the general charaéter of the times, 
on both fides of the Atlantic, he muft develop that of the fe- 
veral individuals, who had the moft confpicuous fhare in ex- 
citing, conducting, or influencing the war between the two 
countries, Of all the circumftances which have been enume- 
rated 


Jong 


A 
4 
7 


oe eit? “nal 





XUM 


ee AOS IE PRLS NREL ORES IIINEGE LS AB a 


i 
3 
a 
; 
: 





AUM 


Andrews? Hiftory of the late War. 13 


rated as neceflary for the hiftorian’s information, the laft, 
though one of the moft important, is yet, perhaps, the mof 
dificult to be afcertatmed in the prefent age; a confideration 
which muft greatly affect the value of any contemporary detail 
of thofe tranfaftions. But, fo far as a work of this kind can 
be executed from materials generally known ; fo far ‘as infor- 
mation can be colleéted from atts of public notoriety ; and, 
in ‘a word, ‘fo far as faithful compilation can avail, the author 
ofthe Hiftory now before us has performed the tafk in a manner 
by no ‘means reprehenfible. As a fpecimen of the author’s 
Mode of reafoning on the caufes of the war, we prefent our 
readers with the following extract on this fubject. 


‘ There was a gencrofity even in the reftrictions of Great 
Britain, on the trade of her colonies, that thewed they were 
not impofed in the wantonnefs of power; but evidently witha 
defign to repartition, as it were, the exercife and profits of 
commerce among the various inhabitants of her wide-extended 
duminions. 

‘ While her fubjeéts at home were free to trade to all parts 
of the world, the fame permifiion, in a numerous variety of 
articles, was granted to her coloniils ; the northern climes of 
Europe and the Eaft Indies only were excepted. In Portugal, 
Spain, Italy, throughouc the Mediterranean fea, on the coatts 
of Atrica, in all the American hemifphere, the veflels of ‘the 
North American colonies enjoyed the moft unbounded and‘lu- 
crative commerce. 

‘ The encouragement given to this commerce was equally 
wife and beneficent. It tended in the directeit manner to the 
improvement of their country, by increafing its commodities 
through an abundant exportation, and enabling them to ‘clear. 
and cultivate the foil, through the fure and conttant fale of the 
vaft quantity of timber for all kinds of ufes, that accrued from 
the cutting down of their immenfe foretts. 

¢ Befide thefe two advantages, both of a capital and efftntiat 
nature, they poflefied others hardly lefs beneficial. They car- 
ried rum and fugar, together with the produce of their fifheries, 
to every market within the above fpecified limits.  Thefe 
branches employed fuch a multitude of ihipping, that theiports 
of thofe countries where they traded were continually vifired, 
and often crouded with them. 

‘ True it is, that a number of articles were alfo appropriated 
to'an importation into Great Britain exclufively:; but when we 
duly confider this matter, it will be found tlrat the very mature 
of the countries poffeffed by the coloniits, gave them fufficiént 
occupation at home, without refdéring it any ways’ neceffary 
for their profperity, that they fhould employ themielves fo mudh 
abroad, as the inhabitants of a foil occopied by a numerous 
people, and whofe tillage had: lafled for ages. 

‘-It was reafonable, theretore,’to allot them. principally the 
task of clearing and cultivating the immenfe tracts they inha- 

bit; 
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bit; this would always prove a profitable bufinefs, and enable 
them to procure themfelves, on their own bottom, a never-fail- 
ing fund, from whence io fup; ly ali their wants, and to furnifh, 
bales, a plentiful fupply for the purpofes of trade. 

* The proof of this i, that thofe places which are in the 
highett cultivation, abound moft in riches and people. The 
population of Penfyivania, which was founded fifty years after 
fome of the other-colonics, bids fair, in time, to exceed them all. 

In che mean use, the trade in thofe articles of which 
Great Britain referved the benefit to herielf, did not interfere ‘ 
with the main purfuit of the coloniits. This being chiefiy the 
purchafe of the conveniencies of iife, there was certainly no 
country where the colonifts could find them generally in greater, 
if fo great perfection; and, confidcriug their intrinfic value, 
where they could find them cheaper. 

¢ Another confideration occurs, and that of the moft material 
naturee The fiiuation of the colonies is fuch, that it often 
happens in their dealings abroad, that a long courie of credit is . 
neceflary for them. ‘This they can find no where but in Eng- 
land. ‘The opulence of our merchants is fo fuperior to that of 
thofe in any other country upea earth, that it enables them to 
wait for the returns of their trade, much beyond the time that 
any others can afford, 

¢ Neither fliould it be forgotten, that the ampleft liberty of 
trading in all their reciprocal commodities, fubfitted between 
North America and the E juglifl Weft Todies. This was a fund 
from wherce they derived immenfe refources 3 as it opened a 
channel through which they carried out a aerld of articles of 
their own produce, and received fupplizs not only for their own E 
confumption, but tor the demands of that extenfive commerce 
which they carricd on in fo many parts of the globe. 

¢ Thus it appears, that notwithftanding the feveral reftraints 
abs took place on r e American trade, enough was Icft to ren- 
der them a rich and flourifting peoples That they were fuch 
in reality, is well known to all who have the leaft ‘acquaintance ’ 
with that country. Its happinets was vifible to all who vifited : 
it.. If ever any country might have been fivled the feat of hus 
man felicity, Br.tuith North America mott ungucftionably de- 
served the appeliation. 

¢ ‘To fay that no partialities exifted in favour ef Great Bri- 
tai, would certainly be a violation of truth; but let an unpres 
judiced man weigh in the fcale of juitice, the conduct obferved 
by Great Britain towards her colonies, and that which foreign 
fiates have™ purjued in refpect to theirs, and then let him 
decide which is the moft confiftent with humanity, juftice, and 

pa 

¢ The great complaint of America, was. the difecuragement 
of manu! factures , by confining every province to the ufe of its 
own, and preventing the reciprocal importation of their refpec- 
tive fabrications. This, it cannot be denied, was a fevere ree 
gulation; but when we reflect, on the other hand, that moft, 
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if not all of the articles thus prohibited, could be purchafed at 
a cheaper rate “from England, the idea of feverity na iturally 
annexed to fuch a prohibition, is much diminifhed ; and ir al- 
moft vanifhes ‘away on the additional acti fdetation: that the 
bands thus employed would have been much more beneficially 
taken up, both in a public and ina private light, in the great and 
important bufinefs of agriculture, or of‘ navigation. 

‘ It ought, neverthelefs, to be allowed, that to curb the dif- 
pofition of a whole people towards any branch of indatt ‘y Ov in 
genuity, is a meafure to which it cannot be expected that hu- 
man nature will tamely fubmit. It is viewed as a {pecies of 
affront to the underitanding. The detriment that may poffibly 
arife from the prohibition, is not fo much refented as_the pre- 
hibition itfelf. 

¢ As mankind, therefore, will generally bear oppreffion much 
more eafily than ‘infult, it is probable that the rigorous injunce 
tions precluding the fale of any manufacture of their own make, 
beyond their provincial boundaries, appeared to the Americans 
as calculated to cruth their native talents in the very infancy of 
their exertion, and to cut off the very hope of ever arriving at 
thofe advantages to which they were of right intitled. 

‘ Preventions of this nature are always the more odious, as 
they feem levelled at the abilities of a people, and defigned as 
it were to keep them in a ftate of natural inferiority. For this 
reafon, undoubtedly, they were efleemed a heavy grievance 
throughout the American colonies; and every individual cone 
{pired, as it were, as much as in him lay, to elude them. 

‘ It was probably owing to the difcontent arifing from regue 
lations of this forr, that the liberality with which Great Brisain 
acted in other inftances, was overlooked. She not only abftained 
from the laying of duties on her own manutactures, but took off 
thofe on foreign articles when exported to America. Herein 
her conduct was very different from that of the other European 
{tates with regard to their colonifts, whom they force to receive 
fuch goods, loaded with all the duties they are charged with in 
their own ports. 

‘ While this indulgence lafted, goods of foreign fabrication 
were often confiderably lower in price, in fome of the colonies, 
than in fome parts of Europe itfelf.’ 


This work may ferve as a connected detail of the late war, 
fufficient to gratify curiofity, until Time, the great elucidator 
of caufes, as well as of effects, fhall furnith the yet latent, 
but moft genuine and curious documents of legitimate hiftory. 





The Carfe of Stirling, an Elegy. to. 1s. Johnfon. 


pare we are told, fignifies * a low flat country, of arich 

4 clayey foil.’ The pidturefque beauties belonging to that 

of Stitling are well defcribed in the Preface, and exhibited in 
a more ftriking and luxuriant manner in the poem. 
iy Almot 
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‘ Almoft all our favourite Scots fongs and. ballads, fays the 
author, are remarkable for local defcriptions. Not a ftream 
could flow, nor a hillock rear its bloffomed head, but poetr 
felt the influence, and drew the picture; and, while Tweed, 
Yarrow, Leader, &c. with their paftoral charms, are repeatedly 
handed down to us in the moft paffionate ftrains, the windings of 
the Forth, and all its uncommon fcenery, ‘have remained un- 
fung, or at leaft too flightly to leave an impreffion.’ 

The banks of the Forth have, however, been celebrated in a 
well known fong of that name, though they certainly never 
had fo much juftice donc them as in the prefent performance; 
which is not merely intended to amufe but inftruct ; by recom- 
mending to gentlemen of landed property, the cultivation of 
their paternal farms, and the harmlefs pleafures of a country 
life. But though neither poetry nor reafon will convince the 
generality of the expediency of fuch a condua, yet the picture, 
ike other well drawn landicapes, may well amufe their eyes, 
though it may not improve their underftandings. We give the 
following elegant little epifode as a {pecimen. 

‘ Mild was the eve, and gently wav’d the grove, 

Frefh were the flowers that deck’d the green-{ward gay, 

When down the flope where coo’d the woodland dove 

I found my Laura near the vocal fpray. 

¢ Blithe roam’d the fair one round th’ encircling wood, 

Till by the brook that fkirts the hawthorn glade 

We came where late a fpreading poplar ftood, 

But now acrois the dtream fupinely laid. 

¢ The tender Laura -ftarting, heav’d a figh, 

(For by this tree the matd had often fate), 

The tear of forrow fill’d each lovely eye, 

«* And art thou fallen, fhe faid, * that bloom’ft fo late !” 

+ Alas, iny Edwin! fearce three ‘days are paft 

Since I beheld this poplar gaily grow ; 

Yet fee, my friend! how foon the ruthlefs blaft 

Has laid its ftrength and towering grandeur tow. 

*¢ And what is man, with all his boafted power! 

Ah! what tho’ youth and rofeate beauties bloom ! 

E’en thus he falls, when in fome lucklefs hour 

Stern death untimely fhrouds him in the tomb !” 


¢ Ceafe, lovely Moralift! I fondly faid, 
While to my breatt I clafp’d the charming fair, 
Let love and tranfport blefs this fecret fhade, 
And from thy bofom banifh grief and care. 


¢ Say, why this fad, though fweetly plaintive ftrain ? 
My life! my love! our youth was made for glee ; 
Ah! wherefore think of death, or thus complain, 
When Edwin thinks of nought but love and thee? 

¢ The fair one fmil’d, and flufh’d with modeft charms, 
In whifpering accents breath’d this foft return, 

*¢ Should death untimely fnatch thee from my arms, 
Ah me! fhould Laura have no caufe to mourn.” 
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Pe Plays of Shak/peare. (Concluded from Pel. isi. ~. 329.) 
Ww HEN we fpoke of the enthafiafm of the nation for their 


great dramatic poet, we were not acquainted with the 
monument defigned to be raifed to his memory, in an edi- 
tion of his works, excttted in the moft beautiful manner, 
adorned with the choiceft produétions of art, at a period when 
the arts flourifh with a fpirit and vigour formerly unknown. 
The French have ornamented their favourite Fontaine with the 
united elegancies of printing and fculpture; they defigned to 
have decorated their Voltaire: but-whatever has been y®t ex- 
ecuted or promifed in this way ate trifling or abortive attempts 
compared with the prefent plan, which unites all rheir excellen- 
cies, and adds a fplendour with which they were unacqtainted. 
We ought not to mention this work without adding our warmeft 
wifhes for its complete faccefs. It is a defign worthy of a 
great and enlightened nation. Whether wé confider this edi- 
tion as the higheft compliment to our firft poet; a trophy; 
reared to the arts, by the co-operation of the ableit artifts; 
or a teftimony of what England can perform; it deferves the 
greateft encouragement; an encouragenient which we are per- 
fuaded it will receive. Yet the greateit ardour will be required 
from the undertakers, fince a fcheme of fuch magnitude cannot 
be carried on without many and unexpeéted difficulties : on the 
other hand, the world, we will not fay the kingdom, will be 
undoubtedly eager to co-operaté with them; for the refuls 
will fpeak to every eye, in every language. 

At this time, and on this fubjeét, our introduction, we pre- 
fume, will not be thought improper.—We muft now purfue 
Mr, Reed in his improvements; but we find it impoifible to 
tonfider each play dikin@ly, withodt making our articles not 
only numerous but extenfive. As we have given a general 
account of the editor’s plan, and his condudt, a few {pecimens 
of the notes, with fome occafional reniarks, mult conclade our 
prefent examination. 

While tve were fearching for new illuftrations, we met with 
a paflage which feems to have excited much attention, without 
reafon. Efcalus, in Meafute for Meafure, fays, 

‘ Well, heaven forgivé him! and forgive us all! 

Some rife by fin, and fome by virtue fall, 

Some run from érakes of vice and aniwer none, 
- And fome condemned tor a fault alone.’ 
The antithefis, evidently intended between the two laft linés, 
prevents us from reading * brakes of ice.” The difficulty only 
arifes from the editor’s not knowing that every thicket of 
thorns, furze, or any thorny vegetables, are called * brakes.’ 
The word is common in the Weft, and generally applied to 
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the remains of the wocd, after furze is cut. Brake wasa 
term originally applied to engines of torture, from break, as 
is properly obferved im the notes; but it is applied alfo to an 
engine ufed by bakers to break their bread before it is baked, 
and from thence is. now ufedin heraldry ; fome families bear- 
ing this engine for their. arms. To run from brakes of vice, 
is evidently to efcape from vices, dangerous on every fide. 
Perhaps we may be excufed for mentioning another word.— 
* Coziers catches,’ in the Twelfth Night, certainly does not 
mean taylors or cottyers, as Mr. Whalley has properly re- 
marked. He is right in the meaning, but not in the deriva- 
tion: it is cordiers*catches ; and the term is not codger’s end, 
but cordiers end, pronounced nearly the fame way, abridged 
from derdouanier, or cordwainer. Coblers were always noted 
for finging, though their more common mufic is of the religious 
kind. We come nearer to the found, though probably not the 
meaning, in cozer or goflip, a word not.uncommon in Suffex. 
Tt is worth obferving, that in Macbeth the text is altered, 


when the old reading is not’ only intelligible but faperior to 
that which is fubftituted. 


¢‘ —— the mercilefs Macdonnel 
from the Weftern Itles 
Of Kernes and Gallow-glaffes is fupplied ; 
And Fortune on his damned quarrel {miling, 
Shewed like a rebel’s whore.’ 





‘The word in the folio is gvarry; and it is a little remarkable, 
that the reading of an evident metaphor is endeavoured to be 
fupported by the words of a plain hiftorian, in an unadorned 
narrative. Mr. Malone, in an additional note, fupports it by 
evidence equally exceptionable. 

‘ The reading propofed by Dr: Johnfon, and his explanation 
of it, are ftrongly fupported by a paffage in our author’s King 
Joh ni 


6c oe And put his caufe and quarrel 
To the difpofing of the cardinal,”’ 

* Again in this play of Mackbeth: 

‘s and the chance, of goodnefs, 
Be like our warranted guarre/.” 

‘ Here we have warranted quarrel, the exact oppofite of damned 
quarrel, ag the text 1s now regulated, 

‘ Lord Bacon, in his Efftys, ues the word in the fame fenfe: 
‘* Wives are young men’s miltrefles, companions for middle-age, 
and old men’s nurfes; fo as a man may have a guarrel to marry, 
when he will.” Malone.? 

If Holinfhed muft be introduced, in the fame quotation 
quarry is found, which does not mean game only, but game 
collected in one place ; and in this fenie the paflage has much 
force and beauty. 
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Reeds Edition of Shak/peare’s Plays. 1g 
: The following note, of which the part by Mr. Malone is 


: how firlt added, is very ingenious. It is on that beautiful 
[ —§  ¥eprefentation of Patience fmiling at Grief, by Viola, iz 
» — Twelfth Night. 

| ‘ This celebrated intage was not improbably firft fketched out 


in the old play of Pericles. I think Shukfpeare’s hand mav be 
fometimes feen in the latter part of it, and there only :—two or 
three paffages, which, he was unwilling to lofe, he has tranf+ 





t planted, with fome alfera‘ion, 1oto his own plays. 

‘ «* She fat like patience on a monument, 

" Smilmeg at'grict.” 

; ©In Pericles: ** Thou (Mariana) doft look like patience 

d gazing on king’s graves, and fmiling extremiry out of a¢t.” 

d * Thus a little before, Mariana afks the bawd, “* Are you a 

is woman ?” Bawd. ** What would you have me: to be, if not a 

e woman ?”? -—- Somewhat fimilar tothe dialogue between Iago and 
Othello, relative to Cafllo: 

1 ‘© T think that he is honcft. 

a Men fhould be what they feet, . 


Or thofe that be not, would they might feem zone.” 


* Agam, ‘* She ftarves the ears fhe feeds, (fays Pericles), 
and makes them ‘hungry, the more fhe gives them {péech.” 
‘ Soin Hamlet: 
‘“ As if increa/e of appetite had grown 
By what it fed on.” Farmer. 
© She fat like p tience on a monument fmiling at grief.) Soin 
e, | our author’s Rape of Lucrece: 
be - 7 ‘* So mild, that Patience Seem'd to feorn his qos.” 
ad © In the paffage in the text, our author, I believe, meant to 
; )  perfonify Grief as well as Patience; for we can fearcely under- 
Y oF ftand’ «at gricf” to mean “in grief:’’ as no ftatuary could, I 
| imagine, forma countenance in which finiles and grief fhould 








on. be at once exprefled. Perhaps Shakfpeare borrowed his imagery. 
"& § from fome ancient monument, on which thefe two figures were 
| feprefented. _ 
‘ The following tines in the Winter’s Tale feem to add fome 
fupport to my interpretation : 
“© [ doubt not then, but Innocence fhall make | 
Falfe Accufation blufh, aud Ty:anny 
Tremble a¢ Paticnce.” 
ned * In King Lear, we again meet with the two perfonages in» 
- | troduced in the text: 
ie: @ © Patience and Sorroay ftrove 
go & Who fhould exprefs her goodlieit.” 
TY> § °* Again, in Cymbeline, the fame kind of imagery may be 
© traced: 
ion & ‘© —— nobly he yokes 
me § _A fmiling with a figh 
ich I do note 
; Cz That 
The § 
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That Grief and Patience , rooted in him both, 
‘Mingle their fpurs together,” 
. © Tam aware that Homer’s daxzevdey yeracaca, anda paffage 
im Macbeth— 





My plenteous joys 

Wanton in futlnefs, feek to hide themfelves 

In drops of forrow—” 
may be urged againft what has been fuggefted ; but it fhould be 
remembered, that in thefe inftances it is sey which burfts into 
There is no inftance, I believe, either in poetry or real 
life, of /orrow f{miling in anguifh. In pain indeed the cafe is 
different ; the fuffering Indians having been known to fimile in 
the midft of torture.— But, however this may be,: feulpture and 
the painter are confined to one point of time, and cannot exhibit 
fucceflive movements in the countenance. 

‘ Dr. Percy, however, obferves to me that 
grievance, ** in which fenfe it is ufed in Dr. Powell’s Hiftory 
of Wales, 1584. 4to. p. 356. Of the wrongs and griefs done 
to the noblemen at Stratalyn, &c. 
the end of Wynne’s Hiftory of Wales, 8vo.) it is graramiza, 
i, grievances.” 

‘ The-word is certainly likewife ufed by our author in this 
fenfe in one of his hiftorical plays, but not, I believe, in the 


fingular number. Malone.’ 


In the fame play'is a curious quotation, fele&ed by Mr. 
Reed, to illuftrate Olivia’s fpeech to Malvolio. 

y doft thou finile fo, and kifs thy hand fo oft.’”” 

‘ This fantaftic cuftom is taken notice of by Barnaby Riche, 
in Faults and nothing but Faults, gto. circa 1606, p. 6. “ But 
fee here a companie now prefenting themfelves that I cannot fay 
are affected, but I thinke-are rather infected with too much 
courtefie, you fhall know them by their falutations. For firft 
with the 4/5 on the hand, the bodie fhall be bowed down to the 
ground: then the armes fhall be caft out like one that were 
dauncing the old antike, not a word but at your fervice, at 
your command, at your pleafure: this olde proteftatton yours iz 
the way of honcftic, is little cared for: everie gull was woont to 
have it at his tongue’s end, but now it is forgotten. 
flowers of courtefe, as they 


grief may mean 


In the original (printed at 


And thefe 


_ are full of affectation, fo are they 
no lefs formal in their fpeeches full of fuftian phrafes, many times 
delivering fuch fentences as doe bewray and lay open their 
mafter’s ignorance ; and they are fo frequent «vith the kiffe on the 
hand, that word fhall not paffle their mouthes, till they have clapt 
their fingers over their lippes.” 
_ Another note, which now firt occurs in this edition, is a 
curious illuftration of ancient manners. 
term-Curtfies was to do your courtefies, to pay your compli- 
ments; and, in this form we have met with the phrafe, though 
we have neglected to mark the authority. 


The original of the 


* Curtfies 
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© Curtfies there to me.] From this paffage one might fuf- 
pect that the manner of paying refpect, which is now confined 
to females, was equally ufed by the other. fex. It is probable, 
however, that the word curtfy was employed to exprefs acts of 
givility and reverence by either men or women indifcriminately, 
In an extract from the Black Book of Warwick, Bibliotheca To- 
pographica Britannica, p. 4, it is faid, ** The pulpett being fet 
at the nether end-of the earle of Warwick’s tombe 1n the faid 
quier, the table was placed where the altar had bene. At the 
coming into the quier my lord made fow curtefe to the French 
king’s armes, &c.”’ 

¢ Again, in the Book of Kervynge and Sewinge, printed by 
Wynkyn de Worde, fign. A. 1111. “ And whan your foverayne 
is fet, loke your towell be about your necke, then make your 
foverayne curtefy, than uncover your brede and fet it -by the falte, 
and laye your napkyn, knyfe, and fpone afore him, than kneel 
on your knee, &c.”  Thefe direftions are to male fervants. 
Editor.’ 

We might be thought to have extended our article too far 
in copying thefe elucidations, even though they illufrated 
Shakfpeare, one of the ‘ claflics of an age which knew of none.’ 
We have juft hinted that they illuftrate ancient manners, bat 
they do more ; they point out the ftate of fociety, of fcience, 


and the more polifhed amufements of that time. The prefent 


age does not afford a more accomplifhed {windler than young 
mafter Rath, whoisin jail ‘ fora commodity of brown paper, 
and cld ginger, nine fcore and feventeen pounds, of which he 
made five marks ready money.’ The extremity of modern folly 
does not equal the thumb-rings, the filver fans, or the ciopin, 
that 4s, the fafhionable fhoe, with heels fo high, that the lady, 
who wore them, was obliged to be fupparted on each fide for 
fear of falling. But it would be endlefs to purfue this fubje& 
very far: fimilar inftances muft occur to all our readers.—We 
fhall preferve the following note, becaufe we think it conveys 
fome information; yet if we attend to the context, we think 
the wheel means the burthen of the fong. After Ophelia had 
been finging in her phrenzy, Laertes fays, 
‘ La. Hadft thou thy wits, and did perfuade revenge, 

It could not move thus. 


‘Oph. You mutt fing down a-down, an you call Lim a-down-ae 
O, how the wheel becomes it?’ 


Mr. Malone, however, fays, 
© 1 am inclined to think that wheel is here ufed in its ordinary 
fenfe, and that thefe words allude to the occupation of the girl 
who is fuppofed to fing the fong quoted by Ophelia.—The fol- 
lowing lines in Hall’s Virgidemsarum, 1597, appear to me to add 
fome jupport to this interpretation. | 
«© Some drunken rimer thinks his time well fpent, 
If he can live to fee his name in print ; 
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Who when he is once ficthed to the preffe, 
And fees his handfelle have fuch faire fucceffe, 
Sung to the aeelr, and fung unto the payle, 
He fends forth thraves of baliads to the fate.” 
Our author likewife furnilhes an authority to the fame purpofes 
Twelfth Night, att iis fe. 4: 
66 — Come, the fong we had laft night:— 
Khe fpnfters and the knitters in the fun 
Do ule to Chaunt t,”? 
© A mulical an:iquary may perhaps contend, that the contro- 
verted words of th: text allude to an ancien: infirument men< 
tioned by Chaucer, and called by him a rete, by others a vielle; 
which was played upon by the tridtion of a wheel. 
© It is lisewife enumerated with other inflruments in the old 
metrical romance, called, The Squire of low Degree. bl, 1. 
<¢ There was myith and melodye, 
Wiuh harpe, getron, and fautry, 
With note, ribible, and clokarde, 
With pypes, organ, and bumbard.” Malone.’ 





Shakfpeare is particularly valuable for his prefervation of 
old cuftoms, fince, at the zra in which he wrote, many of 
thefe, though then obfoliete, were remembered from the phrafes 
which referred to them, and which were employed in common 
converfation. 

We have formerly remarked that the tragedy of Hamlet, 
though diftinguithed by the moft beautiful pafflages, was, as a 
whole, incoherent and reprehenfible. Jt muft fill appear in 
the fame light to an anafijfted enquirer ; bat the fubjeé& is 
greatly elucidated in this edition by extracts from the old hil- 
tory. It has been faid, for inftance, that his behaviour to 
Ophelia is inconfiftent with the general charafter. It appears 
fo harfh, fo brutish, fo unfyitable to 

‘ ‘Lhe courtier’s, foldier’s, fcholat’s, eye, tongue, fword, 

‘The expectancy and rofe of the fair ftate, 

‘Lhe glais of tathion, and the mould of form,’ 
that, to ayoid the contradiftion, Shakfpeare has been fup- 
pofed toreprefent Hamlet as atually mad, or at leaf fo much 
agitated, as at tunes to approach towards lunacy. Our poet 
had, however, the hiftery of Hamlet in bis eye, and was him- 
felf aware of one circumftance, of which ‘he for rgot to inform 
the fpe@ators. We fhall tranfcribe it from the note, which 
we wifh had been inferted at the fcene between Hamlet and 
Ophelia. 

‘ They counfelled to try and know 1f poffible, how to dif- 
cover the intnt and meanirg of the young prince ; : and they 
could find no better nor more fir invention to intrap him, than 
to fet fome fair and beautiful woman in fecret place, that with 

flatter- 
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flattering fpeeches, and all the craftieft meanes fhe could, fhould 
purpofely feek to allure his mind to have his pleafure of her,— 
‘To this end certain courtiers were appointed to lead Hamblet 
into a folitary place within the woods, where they brought the 
woman, inciting him to take their pleafures together. And 
furely the poor prince at this affault had been in great danger, 
if a gentieman, that in Horvandille’s time had been nourifhed 
with him had not fhowne himfelf more affectioned to the brings 
ing up he had received with Hamblet, than delirous to pleafe 
the tyrant.—This gentleman bare the courtiers company, mak- 
in éuil account that the leaft fllewe of perteét fenfe and wif- 
dome.that Hamblet fhould make, would be fufficient to caufe 
him to fofe his life; and therefore by certain fignes he gave 
Hamblet intelligence in what danger he was like to fall, if by 
any meanes he feemed to. obaye, or once like the wanton toys 
and vicious provocations of the gentlewoman fent thither by 
his uncle; which much abafhed the prince; as then wholly 
beiog in affection to the lady. But by her he was likewile 
informed of the treafon, as one that from her infancy loved and 
favoured him.—The prince in this fort having deceived the 
courtiers and the ladye’s expectation, that affirmed and {wore 
he never once offered to have his pleafure of the woman, al- 
though in fubtility he afhymed the contrary, every man these« 
upon affured themfelves that without doubt he was diftraughe 
of his fenfes;—fo that as then Fengon’s practice wok no 


effect,’ 


In another part of the play, Hamlet wall not kill the king 
while at his devotions, left he might fend his foul to heaven, 
This is diabolical revenge. It is excufed in the play, on the 
old principle of retaliation, which had taken faft hold of men’s 
minds, and ob{fcused the dictates of common humanity. This 
is the beft excafe probably that can be affigned; yet, in this 
edition, we find another inftance of the fame infernal malice. 


‘ I think-it not improbable that when Shakfpeare put this 
horrid fentiment. into. the mouth of Hamlet, hemight have re- 
collected the following flory: ‘* One of thefe moniters meeting 
his enemie unarmed, threatened to kill him if he denied not 
God, his power, and effential prope:ties, viz. his mercy, fuf- 
france, &c. the which, when the other defiring life pronounced 
with great horror, kneeling upon his knees: the bravo cried out, 
nowe will I kill thy body and foule, and at that inftane thruft 
him ‘through with his rapier.” Brief Difcourfe of the Spanifh 
Strate, with a Dialogue annexed, intitled Philobatilis. 4t0. 1590, 
p+ 21. Editor.’ 


We moft not conclude our review of this edition without a 
little farther notice of the various contributors to it. Inde- 
pendent of the former notes we have already obferved, that 
thofe contained in Mr. Malone’s Supplement are inferted in 


C4 their, 
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their proper places. Mr.-Malone’s own notes are very vaio” 
able, and his corrections from the folios highly ufeful. Th* 
late Dr. Blackftone’s notes are fo clear, explicit, and fatis~ 
faétory, they dilplay fuch varied knowlege, and are fo emi- 
‘ nently diflinguithed for their explanation of thofe cuftoms 
which are connecied with the Ratute-law, that they add greatly 
to the value of this edition. While the tenth volume lies open 


before us, we fhall tranicribe one very ufeful note relating to 
Hamiet. 


‘I agree with Mr. Steevens, that the Crawn of Denmark 
(as in moft of the Gethic kingdoms) was elective, and not he- 
reditary ; thouxh it might be cuftomary, in elections, to pay 
{ome attention to the roy al blood, which by degrees prod ced 
hereditary fucceflion. Why then do the reft of the commenta- 
tors fooiten treat Claudius as an ufurper, who had deprived young 
Hamlet of his right by heirfhip to his father’s crown? Hamlet 
calls him drunkard, murderer, and villain ; one who had carried 
the election by low and mean praices ; had 

“© Popt in be.ween the election and my hopes ~” 
had 

¢¢ From a fhelf the precious diadem ftole, | 

And put it in his pocket :” - 
but never hints at his being an ufurper. His difcontent arofe 
from his uncle’s being preferred before him, not from any legal 
right which he pretended to fer up to the crown. Some regard 
was probably had to the recommendacon of the preceding 
prince, in ‘ele“ting the fuceefior. And, therefore, young Hamlet 
had ¢¢ the voice of the king himfelf tor his fucceffion in Den- 
matk;”..and he at his own death propheties that ¢* the election 
would lic ht on Fortinbras, who had his dying voice,” conceiv- | 
ing that by the death of his uncle, he hemtelf had been king f 
for an inftant, and had therefore a right to recommend. When t 
in the fourth aé&t, the rabble wifhed to choofe Laertes king, I 
underftood that antiquity was forgot, and cuftom violated, by 
eledting a new king in the life-time of the old one, and per- 
haps alfo by the calling | in a ftranger to the royal blood. Black- 
ftene.’ 

Mr.’ Steevens and fir Jofhua Reynolds have aifo added to § 
their former notes; and they have, as ufval, greatly contri- § 
buted to our iallawAion: Mr. Henderfon, whofe name fre. 
quenily occurs, has chiefly elucidated Shakfpeare by quot- 
ations from authors of the fixteenth century ; ; but we have al- 
ready obferved, that we have not remarked any explanations 
peculiarly happy; or any quotations very pointed and appofite. 
The author of the ‘Rema dee on the lafi Edition of Shak{peare,’ 
has occurred in our ufual courfe; and we have already affigned 
to him his proper rank. Mr. Monck Mafon alfo contributes 
his fhare to thele notes. We would not overlook his Jabours, 


leit 


tig Ser? 


eS ele 





LRM LL PL EN, ICL EL 


es 





~ oC 
a Se ae 














XUM 


fe 


12 


Vv 


UM 


Cruikfbank’s Anatomy of the Abforbing Veffels. 2g 


left it might be attributed to former differences in opinion. He 
is a careful and attentive commentator. In fome inftances he 
appears, like Dr. Warburton, too refined; but he is neither 
deficient in diligence, attention, or fagacity. His beft remarks 
appear to us to be thofe on Lear. We fhall {elect one where the 
— is well elucidated by quotations. Edmund obferves, 


Hardly fhall carry owt my fide, 
Her (Goneril’s\ hufband being alive.” 
© That is, ‘¢ 7 fhall fearcely be able to make out my game.’ 
The allufion is toa party at c: irds, and he is afraid that he San 
not be able to make his fide fuccefsful. 
¢ So, in Ben Johnfon’s Silent Woman, Centaure fays of 
Epicene : | ‘ 
‘¢ She and Mavis will fet upa fide.’ 
‘That is, will be partners. And in Malfagés ’s Unnatural Com« 
bat, Belgard fays : 
~—- and if new 
At this downright game, I may but hold your cards, 
I'l] not pull down the fide.” 
In the Maid’s Tragedy the fame expreffion occurs : 
“© Dula. Vl hold your cards aguinft any two I know. 
Evad Af{pafia takes her part. 
Dula I will retufe it; 
She will pluck down a fide, fhe does not ufe it,” 
But the phrafe is more clearly explained in Maflinger’s Great 
Duke of Florence, where Cozemo fays to Petronella, who had 
challenged him to drink a fecond bowl of wine: 
«¢ Pray you, paufe a little, 
If I hold your cards, I thall pull down the fide ; 
I am not good at the game.” Monck Mafon.’ 





~— 





To the editor we have already paid our tribute of applaufe; 
and thofe contributors whom we have omitted are not neglefted 
from difrefpect, but from the impoffibilty of mentioning every 
one, or giving any character of thofe who have furnifhed but 
little On the whole, we think this edition very valuable, 
and greatly {uperior to every one which has preceded it. 





The Anatomy of the Abforbing Veffels of the Human Body. By 
William Cruikfoank. 4to. 125. ia Boards. Nicol. 


]! is fomewhat remarkable that a difcovery in anatomy, of 
no lefs praétical importance than that of the circulation of 
the blood, fhould not have been illuftrated and explained in 
diftinét publications. We may fay, without offence, that to 
have difcovered the abforbing veflels, and to have afcertained 
their diftin& and feparate offices, is the claim of Britain; yet, 
| if 
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if we except fome effays in Dr. Hunter’s Medical Commen- 
taries, Dr. Monro’s firtt publication at Berlin, and Mr. Hew- 
fon’s fhort account in the Experimental Enquiries, we have yet 
received little information on the fubje@t. We mean hot to 
negleé&t Mr. Sheldon ; but he has not yet exceeded the limits 
of what was formerly known, and has been frequently de- 
icribed. ‘The Jymphatic fyftem, in its ftri€ter meaning, will 
be the fubjc& of his ‘fucceeding volemes. Dr. Hunter, we 
find, always intended to have publithed a particular account 
of the te Seng ; and, when we recollect with what elegance 
and accuracy he has illuftrated the only fubje€&t which he has 
explained by plates, the gravid uterus, we muft regret that he 
did not accomplifh his defign. If Mr. Sheldon proceeds with 
the fame precifion and elegance which diftinguifh his firft en- 
gravings, we fhall have fultained little lofs. Mr. Cruikihauk 
does not endeavour to attract attention in this way, yet the 


three plates with which this volume is illuftraied, are executed 


with no little care. 

In this work Mr. Croikfhank gives not only a hiftory of the 
difcovery, but he traces the doubtful hints, and uncertain 
language of former anatomills, who fometimes faw what they 
did not fully comprehend, A flight ‘attention, and in atten- 
tion the ancients were by no means deficient, would have 
Shown that effufed fluids di ifappear, and were in reality ab- 
forbed. The organs, for this purpofe, they fuppofed were the 
red veins; and indeed the arguments were fo firiking, and 
fecmingly fo conclufive, that the earlier fupporters ef diitinct 
abforbent veffels were almoft compelled by the force of evi- 
dence to allow that red veins fometimes abforbed, or that 
Jymphatics terminated very foon in thefe veffels, without paff- 
ing the tedious circuit of the thoracic duét. More careful 
enquiries have at lait demonftrated, that the areuments which 
{eemed fo ftrong are really fallacious ; and it appears now to 
be well eftablifhed, that the abforbents, as a fyftem, are in- 
dependent of the veins,. till their united contents pafs flowly 
into the fubclaviaa. In this whole enquiry, Mr. Cruikfhank 
examines the fentiments and experiments of different authors, 
with precifion and candour, He appears well acquainted with 
what others have faid, and capable of’ deciding on intricate 
fubjeGs of this kind. 

After having fhown how to difcover the lymphatics, he 
defcribes their coats, their valves, the glandular bodies which 
they pafs through, their ramifications, anaftomofes, number, 
and fize. ‘She coats, he thinks, are irritable and mufcular ; 
and the fluids are sfopelled by their contractions, while the 
valves prevent any rege rgitation. Whatever be the power, 

while 
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while the body is in health, fivids circulate through them with 
great rapidity. 

Anatomilts have differed in defcribing the ftru€ture of the 
lymphatic glands. While experiments were uncertain and con- 
tradictory, we thought that reafoning might be allowed to aflift 
them ; and when we perceived the great caution with which 
nature endeavours, in animal bodies, to prevent any fubftance 
that may be injurious from mixing with the general mafs ; 
while many bodies, apparently mild, are found tobe highly 
fo, we were led to confider the glands as receptacles for the 
new nourifhment, in which it is to be mixed and blended with 
fluids already animalized, previous to its admiffion into the 
red veins. ‘This was fupported by finding the veffels which 
brought the fluids to the gland minutely divided, as if it were 
to diitribute the new fupplies to their feveral cells; and the 
veffels that carry them away equally minute, feemingly for 
the fame reafon. But there was this effential difference: the 
vafa efferentia foon joined to make larger veffels than thofe 
which entered the gland; and the vefieis united into larger 
trunks the nearer they were to the thoracic du. So far went 
reafon: let us now attend to experience, 


¢ From what has been faid, it will appear, that it is no eafy 
matter to unravel the ftructure of the lymphatic glands. I thall 
faithfully relate what has occurred to me, having been very much 
accupied in injecting thefe glands with quickfilver, Jf the 
glands are completely injeéted with quicktilver, and then ex- 
amined in the microfcope, it is certainly true, as profeffor 
Mekel has obferved, that nothing but convolutions of lymphatic 
veflels are to be feen in many inttances ; but it is as-true, that 
after the moft fuccefsful injeCtions of thefe glands, the cells 
have been fecn perfectly diflin&. I have injected many glands, 
where there was nor the leaft appearance of a convoluied vefiel, 
and where the radiated branches ot the inferens and efferens, 
with intermediate cells only, were to be found ; but [ never in- 
jected a lymphatic giand, where I did not fee fome cells, parti- 
cularly it 1 was attentive to the mercury juft as it entered the 
gland. Accordingly, one of the beft methods of ihewing thefe 
cells, is ftopping the injetion after the gland is half filled ; 
the cells are then exceedingly evident. But if the injection 
goes on, the cells are covered over with ramifications of finer 
veffels, entering thofe cells, and injected contrary to the valves. 
I have injected thefe into the furrounding cellular membrane 
itfelf, in the humao fubjeét. In quadrupeds it is very eafy to 
demonftrate the cellular ftruture ; both in affes and hories the 
glands on the mefentery are moft diftinétly cellular, as will be 
Jeen in the annexed engravings. In the former, the cells are 
dittinét, without any other d fleGiion or preparation of the 
glands than merely injection ; but ia hortes it is aeceffary to 
: | dry 
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dry them, and afterwards lay them open ; the cells then appear 
like thofe of a honey-comb, and briitles may be pafled from 
one fect into another, by lateral pertorations, as is feen in the 
plates. When there is but one vas inferens and one efferens, 
there is but one fet of cells; but when there are many, each 
appear to have their proper cells; and thefe carnot be injected 
from the other cells, but only by their own inferentia. 

‘ It has been alleged by fome, that cutting into a lymphatic 
gland, and obferving the appearance of cells, is no proof that 
jt is actually to, In this way the veficula feminales appear 
cellular ; and yet Haller proved, by maceraion and diflection 
of the cellular membrane only, that they could be drawn out 
into the form of fiall inteftines, or ftraight tubes ; and that it 
yas convolution only, and tenitilate of cellular membrane, 
which made them put on this appearance. Now, fay they, 
may not the lymphatic glands appear cellular, and yet really be 
convolutions of vefiels? in the firft place, it is not poffible to 
do the fame thing with thete convolutions, fuppofing them to 
be fuch, as Haller has done with the weScule feminales. In 
the next place, though [ allow that even in the lymphatic 
glands of the horfe, which aré here exhibited engraved, there 
18 fomethiug of the appearance of a twifled veffel in the outfide 
view, yet it can never be fuppofed to be the enteri: ig vette! 
hi lM, is thus convclt ited, ag its diameter is fifty times that of 
the radiated extremities of the inferens. Again, no oS tw ol 
tion of vedicl only can ever account for the lateral communi- 
cation of fome cells, and there being no connection between 
others.’ 


Our author’s obfervations on the ramifications of lympha- 
tics, and the termination cof this fyftem in the jugular and 


fubclavian veins, are very corre@t and ingenious. We defer, 


enlarging on thefe if abjctts only on account of their making 
our article too extenfive,. 

Of the origin of the Jacéteals we have not fpoken in the 
proper order, becaufe the fubject is in fome degree connected 
with their ofices. We ‘have explained Lieberkuhn’s opinion 
in our Fifiy-fifth Volume, p. 103. That author’s ampullula, 
the veficle, mentioned in our article, and the fpongy bady, in 
the following extra, relate to the fame appearance. Mr. 
Cruikfhank’s obiervations are comprifed under the fubfequent 
heads. 


‘1, Many of the villi were fo full of chyle, that I faw no- 
thing. of the ramifications of the arteries or veins ; the whole 
appeared as one white veficle, without any red lines, pores, or 
oiifices whatever. 
~ ¢ 2. Others of the villi contained chyle, but in a fmall pro- 
portion ; and the ramifications of the veins were numerous, and 
prevailed, by their rednefs, over the white of their villi. 
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¢ 3..1n fome hundred villi, I faw.a trunk of a lacteal, form- 
ing or beginning by radiated branches. ‘The orifices of thefe 
radii were very diftinét on the furface of the villus, as well as 
the radii themfelves, feen through the external furface, paffing 
into the trunk of the lacteal: they were full of a white fluid. 
Thete was but one of thefe trunks in each villus, 

‘ 4. The fpongy cavity, which Leiberkuhn fpeaks of, ap- 
peared clearly to be the common cellular membrane, connecting 
allahe arterics, veins, nerves, and lacteals together. 

¢ 5. The orifices on the villi of the jejununi, as Dr. Hunter 
himfelf faid (when J afked him, as he viewed them in the mi- 
crofcope, how many he thought there might be) were about 
fifteen or twenty on each villus; and in fome I faw them fill 
more numerous. I have, ona former occafion, defcribed thefe 
orifices as appearing in a bulbous extremity of the lacteal ; but 
repeated examinations of the villi, under fimilar circumftances, 
have now taught me the real ftrugture of their orifices and pri- 
mary branches. They arife out of the lymphatic glands exactly 
in the fame way, that is , by fmail orifices belonging to radiated 
branches, which prefently unite to form one vefiel Eve ery 
effort I have made to detect the orifices of the lymphatics, has 
hitherto been ineffectual. Ihave looked for them on the villi 
of the lips, villi of the toes and fingers ; but we have not there 
the opportunity of finding them filled with a white fluid, as in 
the inteftines. This circumftance, however, when it is confi- 
dered that laéteals and lymphatics are the fame veffels, is pro- 
baliiy of no confequence. There may be fome little variety, but 
the orifices and beginnings we may confider, from fo great ana- 
logy in other refpedts, as very much refembling each other.’ 


Mr. Cruikfhank does not fuppofe that thefe veffels act in 
abforbing, on the principle of capillary tubes, becaufe their 
action is neceflary, uniform, and conftant; while lacteals may 
be immerfed in chyle, and lymphatics in ferum, without any 
abforption taking place. From the obfervations which we 
have juft felected, we think this fubje&t may be eafily explained, 
The apparatus of an artery, a vein, and a nerve, items to 
fhow that the veffel muft be in different flates, depending on 
the condition of the vital and animal powers. From what we 
perceive in the villi of the tongue, it is probable, that the 
extremity of the lacteal muft be raifed, to perform its ofiice ; 
and we fhall want few arguments to fhow that, if the lacteals 
act by capillary attraétion, it cannot be in. the ftate of pendulous 
vefiels. Each la@eal muft be erecied for that purpofe, its or- 
fice muft be.expanded, and all this will depend on the ftate of 
the animal economy; fo that the action cannot be conitant 
and indifcriminate. We fhall allow that there is a power of 
felection in the lymphatics, If the bedy is immerfed in-falt- 
water, 





3° Cruikfank’s Anatimy of the Albforbing Vefels. 

water, the aqueous particles will be abforbed, and the falt tx 
cluded: fome poifons are alfo innocent by being taken intd 
the ftomach. We cannot well explain thefe fubieéts, but they 
are as confiftent with capillary attraction as with ‘any other 
hypothefis, except that of an intelligent power refiding in 
thefe orifices. In the cafe of falt-water, we may lean fo far 
towards the corpufcular philofophy as to fuppofe the particles 
of falt 06 large to pafs through the ofifices of the lymphatics, 
though they undoubtedly are admitted, when in a very dilute 
ftate, through the laéteals. Other bodies, we may fuppofe, 
produce a ftrong contraction in their mouths by excefs of fti- 
mulus, or may render the nerve inactive by a contrary power. 
We have not a fingle proof that bark, in the fineft fubftance, 
or opium unchanged, enters the blood-veffels: Though very 
ftimulating fubitances are fometimes abforbed, it is only after 
they have beea at leaft diluted, probably changed in the fto- 
tach, 

Mr. Cruikfhank feels a difficulty in explaining how folids 
are abforbed, We cannot affift him ; but we fufpe& that, in 
the greater number of inftances, it is dead-folid matter that is 
taken up, and we can then eafily fuppofe it gradually diffolved, 
while the parts in folution are continually abforbed. We 
know that there is a conftant regular circulation of the fub- 
ftance of the folids; but, as new matter is neceffarily depo- 
fited in a fluid form, a menfruum is provided for that which 
is to be abforbed. 

Our auther’s obfervations on dropfies are particularly vas 
luable, but they are too long to be inierted. We hall fele& 
a fhort paffage, which is clear, and we believe correct, as it 
relates to the depofitions Jaiteux, mentioned in one of our 
foreign articles, and elucidates that fubject. 


¢ After a woman has lain-in fome days, the is fometimés 
taken with fhivering, and other fymptoms of fever; her milk 
_ difappears, the fever goes on, and fhe dies. On opening the 
body, the cavity of the abdomen has on fuch occations been 
found full of a whey-coloured fluid mixed with lamine ot 
coagulated white matter. The fever, by many, has in this 
cafe been attributed to the abforption of the milk from the 
breaft, and its being carried into the blood-veffels ; believin 
the appearances they faw in the abdomen to be from the milk, 
they have given it the name of dépdér du lair. I do not contend 
that the milk, in this cafe, is not abforbed; but I believe shat 
milk would do no mifcbief in the blood-veficls. The appear- 
anees in the abdomen are peculiar to the peritoneal inflammas 
tion, and would have taken place if the patient had been a 
maleiniicad of a femsle, The whey-coloured fluid is the fluid 
of 
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of furfaces increafed in quantity, and mixed with pus; and the 
curdled matter is the coagulable lymph very conftanily found on 
joflamed furfaces.’ 

The Second Part contains a defcription of the lymphatic 
glands, and the diftribution of the lymphatics in different 
parts. ‘The author informs us that it is effentially the fame 
as has been read during the laft twelve years in Windmill- 
ftreet; the additions are chiefly the varieties which occurred 
in the diffeGtions of different bodies. The defcriptions are 


‘fometimes illuftrated with cafes, where the organs mentioned 


were difeafed. Our author has difcovered no glands in the 
brain. ‘The pituitary gland confifts according to his obfer- 
vations, of a cortical and medullary part: it feems to refem-— 
ble the reft of the brain, and, in no refpeét, the glands of the 
abforbents. He does not, however, deny the exiftence of lym- 
phatics in the brain. In the mefocolon, the glands are few 
and fmall, which leads Mr. Cruikfhank to fufpe& that fome 
change is produced in the chyle during its retenfion in thefe 
organs. It adds ftrongly to the force of the opinion which we 
have fuggcited, fince the fluids in that portion of the inteitine 
muit be fufliciently animalized to require no farther dilution. 
Our author never knew perfons fupported by clyfters longer 
than three weeks. 

The particular diftribution of the abforbents affords Jittle 
that we can extract. Our author has feen them on the heart, 
in the pancreas, and fome other parts, in which they have 
not been yet defcribed, in the human body. He denies that 
there are Jacteals in the omach. There are undoubtedly ab- 
forbents ; but as chyle feems to be formed by the fecreted fluids 
in the duodenum, the difpute is almoit about words, The 
relief on taking food, when much exhauited, may undoubtedly 
arife, in a great degree, from the ftimulus on the nerves of the 
ftomach ; it is equally certain, tnat fomething either of the 
fluids taken in, already animalized, or even of a watery na- 
ture, is alfo 2bforbed. The feclings of nurfes, who eat after 
they have been exhaufted by the fucking of a ftrong child, or 
even when they only drink ; the feelings of every one in the 
fume fituation, in coafequence of fatigue, feem to fupport 
this opinion. 

In the Imyphatics of the lungs, our author tells us that there 
are valves ; the injection runs in different diredtions, in con- 
fequence of the frequent anaftomofes. He has known pret. 
mary confumption produced by breathing putrid air; and he 
feems to think that this difeafe may be infectious. It is not 
eafy to prove negatives; but, if the facts were well founded, 

they 
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they would have long fince been eftablifhed on indubitable 
evidence. We have known putrid air ptoduce cachexy and 
fever; we have never known it produce a pulmonary complaint. 
Our author’s remarks on the abforbents of the brain we fhall 
feleét. , 


‘ There is the appearance of abforbents on the furface of the 
brain, between the tunica arachnoides and pia mater. Ruyfch 
was the firft who obferved this; he has given an envraving of 
them, inflated with air, and calls them vafa pfeuda lyimphaticas 
I have repeatedly injected them with quickfilver ; but, as they 
appear to me to be deftirute of valves, the great characteriftic 
of abforbent veffels, and as I have not yer traced them to the 
glands, I have not yet determined what they are. They may 
be abforbents without valves, as the fluids, coming trom the 
brain, have the affiftance of their own gravity in defcending; 
and the valves would have been of no ufe in veffels not éxpofed 
to the contraction of furrounding mufcles.—That the brain has 
abforbents, I am perfectly certain; for I have feen abforbent 
glands.in the foramen caroticum, which, from. this fituation, 
could not belong to any veffels but fuch as were coming down 
from the brains From thefe glands the deep-feated abforbents 
of the head go into other glands, in the_courfe of the internal 
jugular veins and carotid arteries ; and, having been joined by 
thofe from the outfide of the head, they form larger and larger 
trunks as they come nearer the angle between the jugular and 
fubelavian veins, and are blended with the abforbents of the 
neck,’ 


Of the thoracic duct our author gives a very particular 
defcription. "The-valves at its termination, he thinks, occa- 
fionally oppofe the retrogade motion of the blood through it 
from the fubclavian ; while, in general, the force of the lymph 
18 greater than that of the blood in the veins. ‘This is partly 
true; though our author does not make allowance for the di- 
reftion of the courfe of the fluids. The blood in the veins 
defcends by its gravity, and, like all defcending bodies, preffes 
forward in a ftrait line. The lymph, from the curve of the 
terminating branches of the duct, acquires nearly the fame 
dire€tion ; befides, the lymph has received an impulfe from the 
action of the heart and aorta: the force of the heart was long 
before loft in the convoluted veffels of the head ; fo that the 
motion of the blood in the fubclavian vein réceives little af- 
fiftance from it. 

We cannot leave Mr. Cruikfhank without our fincere coms 
mendations of his very aceurate and ufeful work, which wiil 
be a lafling monument of his fkill, addrefs, and attention, 
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Two Difcourjes delivered at Public Meetings of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences agd Belles Lettres, at Berlin, im the Years 
1785, and 1736. if. On the Population of States in general, 
and that of the Pruffan Dominions ia partitular. I1, On the 
True Riches of States and Nations, the Balance of Commerce, 


and that of Power. By the Baron de Herixberg. 8v0. 28. 6s 
Dilly. 


W E have lately viewed with aftonifhment the decline of an 

excentric planet, which has affumed various and un- 
common appearances, has been the harbinger of violent com- 
motions, rode in a whirlwind, and direéted the ftorm, yet has 
at laft fet in peace, and left, in its weft, a mild, but fteady and 
attra€tive radiance. We fpéak of the late king of Praffia, 
whom potterity will look up to with wonder, and who only 
appeared of lefs importance, becaufe he was not beheld at a 
greater diftance. His vigorous and comprehenfive mind 
could grafp the moft remote, and combine the moit impro- 
bable events, while it could purfue the dull routine of office, 
and the more minute detail of political ceconomy. A genias 
which could at times fhine with fuch brilliancy, can feldom 
look fo near as to comprehend little objeés. The evetit was 
as might be expected, when we add, that, with abilities fo 
enterprifing, a mind fo clear, and a comprehenfion fo intuitive, 
a feries of the moft fortunate accidents, a concurrence of thé 
moft unexpected circumftances, were combined. Few kings 
were ever fo able, and none, equally able, were fo fortunate 
as Frederick. ‘The hiftorian miay find his parallelsas a warrior; 
may compare him with men of equal ingenuity and wit; with 
fiatefmen of equal penetration and fteadinefs; but they will 
fearch in vain for an union of thefe qualities, in a degree 
which will bring the obje& of their panegyric near to Fres 
derick. But itis not our prefent bufinefs to write an euloe 
gium ; if it were, we fhould imitate the addrefs of our author, 
who, in the king of Proffia’s capital, in an academy foitered 
and fupported by him, fcarcely fays a word but what his fove- 
reign might have heard without a blufh. We would not, 
however, be underftood to thade his faults by the dazzling 
luftre of his virtues: he had great ones; but they belong to 
him as a man, and we have fpoken of him as a king. Peace to 
his manes ! May future princes equal him as the father of his 
people, and rife above him as the father of a family ! 

The baron de Hertzberg, minifter df ftate, and the firft 
object of the new king’s munificence, as a member of the aca« 
demy of Berlin, pronoanced, on the late king’s birth day, Dif- 
courfes on Political G@iconomy, particularly relating to Pruffia. 
From thefe Difcourfes we have colleéted much curious infor- 
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mation ; but the two before us have only appeared in an Eng- 
lith drefs; and to thefe our prefent account muf be confined. 
The firft is on the Population of States in general, and that 
of Pruffia in particular. ‘The baron appears, in thefe dif- 
cuffions, to be an able politician, an enlightened _hiftorian, 
and a clear, intelligent philofopher. His effays are cool and 
difpaffionate, without affected refinement of fentiment, a mil- 
placed brilliancy of thought, or an unfuitable ornament of 
Janguage. We may add, that his tranflator has executed 47s 
office with propriety and judgment. 

On the fubject of population in general, our author agrees 
with Montefquieu, in thinking the world lefs populous at 
prefent than in ancient times, but does not fuppofe the differ- 
ence to.be fo great as that writer has alleged. We think fome 
confiderations, which baron Hertzberg has omitted, would ftill 
farther leffen that difproportion. 

The meafures which the king of Pruflia has adopted to in- 
creafe the population of his kingdom are judicious, fpirited, 
and decifive: they have been confequently fuccefsful. The 
population of his hereditary dominions has been doubled ; 
and, by the increafe of his territories, it has been trebled. 
All this has been effected in fpite of the long and bloody wars 
in which he has been engaged. The means by which it has 
been effeéted are: the encouragement of agriculture; drain- 
ing marfhes; building farms and villages ; receiving induf- 
trious refugees, and aflifting the poor with money on the moft 
advantageous conditions ; alienating his own demefnes; pur- 
chafing rights of common, in order to inclofe and render 
them more generally uafeful; and laying up magazines, to 
prevent the bad confequences of failing crops, which, in 4 
country fo poor as Pruflia, would be fatal to a population, 
ftretched, in this manner, feemingly to its utmoft bent. 
Though thefe methods be the belt foundation for a numerous 
population, yet the king did not neglect manufactures: we 
fee in the liit of expences allowed from the king’s purfe, 
among other things, machines for the Manchetter manufacture, 
He encourages manufacturers by rewards, by bounties, by 
lending advantageous capitals, by ‘removing the burthen of 
the foldiery from the pooreft and moft induftrious fpots. The 
Pruffians, at this moment, clothe their own cominon people, 
and export many coarfe woollens: their filk manufactures are 
very flourifhing: their linens are a great fource of external 
wealth ; and in the laft year, we faw the number of Pruffian 
veflels that paffed the Sound to be not much lefs numerous than 
the Dutch and the Englifh. Even the army is not detrimental 
to population. Tis conititution is now known to be, in a great 
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a degree, a national militia; for the fixed garrifons are chiefly 


d. compofed of foreigners, Frederick was firft able to make an 
a army of 200,000 men actually ufeful to the kingdom that 
{- maintains them. ‘The baron does not affert fo much, but he 
Ms does mofe; he givés us faéts, by which we thik it may be 
éafily, proved. On the whole, the population of Pruflia is 
3 eftimated at fix million, or 1667 perfons to each fquare mile. 


France, our author obferves, has 2500; the Auftrian monarchy 
as foould have 1g00; England and Ireland 1800; Spain i200; 
Poland 7oo; Denmark 210; Sweden 117; Ruffia only 80. 
What would be the power of this unwieldy kingdom, if her 
inhabitants could be brought within a fpace adapted for their 
T™ § general exertion? The population of Pruffia is, however; faid 
© tobe fo unequal, that fome provinces have 3160 people on 
il | each fquare mile. 

In the fecond Difcourfe the baron begins with depreciating 
n- © an affectation of fecrecy, the condu& of little minds, or of 
d, | thofe who fear the light. This difregard of tiarrow policy is 
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he | a noble principle, worthy of the enlightened minifter of an 
A; able fovereign. He then proceeds to his real fubjeét, viz. to 
d. & afcertain the rue riches of a nation, the balance of commércé 
aS and of power. ‘The power of a ftate confifts in that degreé 
‘aS | cf population which we have juft defcribed; and the bafis of 
N- § that population is agriculture, induftty, and comimérce. The 
M- FB ftate of agriculture and commerce beft adapted to this full, 
oft bat nervous and ative population, has not been properly af- 
ir- § certained in all its branches; but as the baron Hertzberg does 
ler 1 not lead us to thefe reféarches, we muft wait for another op- 
to § portunity of explaining this fubject. 

a The balance of commerce influences that of power. The 
, § baron gives a fhort and comprehenfive hiftory of the latter 
nt. fubje&t, which we cannot abridge: In this hiftory, when our 
ung author approaches modern times,-he talks like a déxterous po- 


we liticians ‘€ The king, he fays, obtained the duchy of Silefia 


iC, in confequence of a particular claim, grounded on lawful titles.” 
cake Again, 

PY ‘ The Polés having given occafion bya civil war fo three 
9 neighbouring powers, to make good certain claims which they 
he had upon fome provinces of Poland, the partition of thofe pro- 
le, Vinces was made in 1772, according to the principles of a balance 
are of power, of which the three potentates were to agree among 
nal: themfelves.’ 

an The following paflage affords us fome new light. 

~ ‘ The war which broke out in 1776, between Great Brita 


and the colonies of North America, gave occafion to the court 
of Franee to declare for thofe colonies, and to afford them 
ECs D2 alfitte 
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afiiflance ; chiefly with a view of preventing the Engiifh nation 
from {ubjugating the colonies, that they might not obtain, by 
the dominion of the fea, too great a balance in maritime com- 
merce. This fyftem fortunately prevailed by the peace con- 
cluded at Werfaiiles, and by the independence that the Ameri- 
ean colonies thereby obtained. No obferver of modern politics 
can be infenfible, that there exis at prefent, or at leatt that 
there 1s an endeavour to efiabiifh and to preierve. the balance 
of maritime power; which reiults from che rivalfhip between 
France and England, ard which appeard to be.even from the. 
time that the republic of Hellund ranged ivelf on the fide of 
France. The fyftem of armed maritime neutrality may con- 
tribute to this, when it fall be generally acknowledged and etta- 
blifhed, The king has he-merit of being the firft author and 
fupporter of the maritime neurrshty, having maintained ic againtt 


England, in the war which was concluded by the peace cf 
Aix-la-Cha; elle.’ 


When the author has fpoken of the defign of exchanging 
the fovereignty of Bavaria for the Low Countries, he adds: 


¢ Neverthelefs, thofe alarms and apprehenfions, which the 
mention only of fuch am idea could not fail to excite, gave rife 
to that conflitutional affociatior, which was concluded at 
Berlin, on the 23d of July, in the preceding vear, between 
the electors of Saxony, Brandenburgh, and Brunt fwick; and 
which, tn renewip g the ancient connections of thofe illuitrious 
contracting houfes, 1s only defentive, and has no other end bat 
the prefervation of the cont! ‘tutional fyftem of the German 
empire, and the poficffions and the right s of all its members. 
The king baving made this affociatiin known, by public, de- 
clarations addreffed to the courts of Europe and of the empire, 
it has been appiaudes by moft of the foreign courts ; and many 
of the moft confiderable pri inces of Germany have been forward 
to join in it.—-— 

‘ The paft year then will be ever memorable in the annals of 
Europe, of Germany, and ot. Prufha; and though to us Pruf- 
fians it muft afford a more pure joy, yet, imall ‘the nations of 
Europe, thofe, whoare capabie of fentimenr, muii acknowledge 
with us, that the king hath rendered the n noft effential fervice 
to humanity, to all Europe, and efpecially to our country of 
Germany, by eftablifhing its general repofe, its balance, and 
its fecurity, ‘and by diflipating its alarms, errors, and mifun- 
deritandings, without war, and without the etfufion of blood, 
only by the pa ific arms of reprefentation and of explanation, 


by “forefig¢hr, wifdor:, and firmn efs.; and by the completion of, 


a great work, w hich will immorialize his name more than his 
numerous victories, which wri render it precious to pofterity, 
and which will fecure to him a crown of civic and unperifhable 


lauretse “Ft will alf@reficét additional glory on him if it be con- e 


fidered, that this great work was firlt conceived, prometed, 
a ' and 
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and completed by the king _himfelf; that he undertook the dans 
gerous patt which was the reiult ot it, in the fevenrty-fourth 
year of his age, and when his health was impaired by a reign 
fo long aa: active as his has been; that in the fame year he 
took a part not lefs active in the oth: r general affairs of. Europe, 
and efpecially in the very intricate sfairs of Holland, adoptin 
every poflible me fure for re-eftsbiifhiag union, confidence, a 
internal peace in that neighboiring and friendly republic; that 
he engaged in a tr anfaction with the city of Dan:zick which was 
more than generous, and b haves with his ufual firmnefs and 
moderation in the contefts re fpecting that unquiet city; that he 
alfo ended a new difpute concerning limits with the republic of 
Poland, in a manner that was fatisfuctory to all parties, In the 
midft of all thefe great occupations, he did not omit, in the months 
of May, June, and Auguft, the ordinary reviews of his army, 
and his military and ceconomical ; journies into the greater part of 
his provinces ; and taking occalion to exhibit the mott brilliant 
{pectacles, the moft agreeable and inttructive to the firft military 
nobility of the different nations of Europe, who came in great 
numbers to be prefent at them, and in which we faw tovethet 
the moft illuftricus warriors, who have fought of late years on 
the one fide and on the other, upon the continent and in the 
feas of America.’ 


We could not refift the defire we had to infert this infor- 
mation from a fource fo refpeftable, from one who moft 


have known {fo well, and whole bias, where he may be fup- 


pofed to deviate from the ftriét line of impartiality, can be 
fo eafily feen and allowed for. Yet, with an army fo large, 
with diitant negociations from a country never remarkable for 
fertility, the king employed, in the year 1785, above three 
millions of crowns in public works for the advantage of the 
nation. 

The baron then reviews the effentials neceffary for the prof- 
perity of a ftate. He expatiates on the population and the 
agricultare of Pruffia; on the induftry of the Proffians; on 
their manufactures and their commerce. We have feén that 
their power is great; their extraordinary exertions were foon 
recruited; and the deftructive wounds of a long and extenfive 
war were quickly healed, almoft without a fear. The baron 
has explained the foundation of this conftitutional vigour 
which rifes by depreffion, that elaftic {pring which recovers 
its tone without a diminution of power. He congratulates. 
the Pruffians, with reafon, on their fituation; and his leffons 
may be prattifed by other ftates with advantage: the greateit 
fhould not be above acquiring this ufeful knowlege from.a 


filing kingdom, 
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Sermons by J. N. Puddicombe, M. A. Fellow of Dulwich-College ; 
Late of Pembroke- Hall, Cambridge. Svo. 6s. Cadell. 


| enlarging, in a late article, on the fpecies of eloquence 
adapted for the pulpit, we remarked that the ftyle fre- 
quently crept on with fo much uniformity as not to excite 
the attention, and with fo little fervour, that the preacher was 
net always animated by his own ideas. This is not a fpecies 
of eloquence of the milder ‘kind, though not very different in 
efiet. The ftyle is polifhed ; but its beauty is without energy, 
and confifts in {plendid prettinefs, without a manly dignity of 
thought or cf expreffion. It plays about the heart without 
affecling the judgment. The firft Sermon is on the Lamenta- 
tion of Jefus over Jerufalem. ‘The defign of the difcourfe is 
to apply our Saviour’s pathetic complaint. to this kingdom ; to 
convert it into a remonitrance againit the vices of a nation 
which has received mercies fcarcely lefs fignal than thofe with 
which Jerufalem was diftinguifhed. The conclufion is in our 
author’s beit manner, and we fhall confequently infert it. 


¢ Ana thou, O Son of God, deign the efficacious concurrence 
of thy grace with our Sncewe though feeble efforts to refemble 
thee in every circumitance of conduct. How amiable an exam- 
ple of tender fympdthy haft thou given us in thy concern for 
that obftinate and devoted city, ferufalem ! How admirably 
dift thou enforce thy precepts by thy own praétice? Blefs them 
that curfe you, pray for thofe that defpitefully ufe you. Didtt 
thou weep for thy inveterate and implacable adverfaries, when 
thou-couldeft not but know that in requital of thy goodnefs 
they would unite at a future period with all the virulence of 
barbarous and infatiable rancour in one gene raf cry, crucify 
bin, crcify him 2? Diit thou, the Lord and Sovereign of. the 
univerfe, do this for thy vaflal creatures ? and fhall not we have 
compaffion upon our fellow-creatures ? Yes, furely, if we hope 
that thou wilt have pity on us. Oh, eradicate what is felfith 
in our natures, and foften what is ebdurate! inform our bofoms 
with au emanation of that never-failing benevdélence which was 
extended equally to all, and diffu'ed bleflings with impartial 
diftriburion to foe as well as friend. Teach us not only to re- 
joice with thém that rejoice, but to weep with them that WEED 
and at leaft to fympathize with thé wretched if it is not in our 
power to relieve them. Fain would we, O divine Philanthro ift, 
¢atch a fpark of that celeftial flame which glowed with fuch be- 
neficial ardour in thy brealt, while on earth, Enable us in 
fome meafure to emulate that pattern af fublime perfection which 
thou haft Jeft us, and give us to knew the things which belong 
to our peace before. they aie hid from our eyes for ever.’ 


The Sermons are fourteen in number, and the fubjeés are 
exceedingly mifcellancous. Too many are taken from the 
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Revelations, a book which fhould be touched with a cautious 
hand; but Mr. Puddicombe feems to have felected the feveral 
paffages which are at the head of each difcourfe, to enable 
him to exercife his defcriptive powers, with the fall luxuriance 
of a youthful imagination. In fact, thefe Sermons are of a 
defcriptive kind; the feelings of a good man at the hour of 
death; the horrors of the wicked ; the advantages of a life of 
temperance and fobriety ; the pernicious tendency of the op- 
pofite conduét ; the brilliant fcenes in the vifion of St. John, 
in which the phrafes * chaftifed and blended,’ occur a little 
too often: the various fcenes of our Saviour’s life are pictured 
in glowing, fometimes in glaring colours. The author means 
to affect the heart; and, if his defcriptive talents are aided 
by a happy elocution, we believe that he may fucceed. A 
flight reflection would, however, have told him, that in the 
clofet he would be fcrutinized with a feverer eye; that the 
tinfel of language would not be permitted to hide what is 
trifling, empty, or mifplaced. Though we felt a little of this 
difguft, we muft guard againf its effect. Mr. Puddicombe’s 
language is often elegant, and always neat, his imagination 
vivid, and his mind well-informed. A little flattery has pro- 
bably urged him too foon on the world; but as he has begun 
with dazzling like a comet, he will continue, we hope, to 
enlighten us with the more fober, the ‘ blended and chaflifed’ 
light of a planet. What we now think of his Sermons will, 
we have little doubt, be his own future opinion. 





Remarks on the Means of obviating the fatal Effeéts of the Bite of 
a Mad Dog, or other rabid Animal; with Obfervations on the 
Method of Cure when Hydrophobia occurs ; and the Opinion re 
dative to worming of Dogs refuted. ILlluftrated by. Examples. 
By R. Hamilton, M. D. 8vo. 45. 34. in Boards. Longman, 


ie is not in England only that great attention has been paid 
to the effects of a poifon, not often infufed, or in every 
cafe powerful enough to induce the complaint, but which pro- 
duces a difeafe always horrible in its appearance, and almoft 
always fatal. In our country, the attention of phyficians has 
lately been directed towards it, from its fatal effects on a fon of 
admiral Rowley, whofe cafe was conducted by the ableit prac- 
titioners, and who ufed the moft approved medicines. In France, 
we believe about the end of the year 1781, feveral inftances of 
the difeaie induced the Royal Medical Society to propofe the 
fubject of hydrophobia for one of their prize-queftions. Either 
contelting for the prize, or from more benevolent purpofes, a 
great number of memoirs were fent, containing many well. 
D4 aus 
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authenticated fa&s. ‘They appeared of fo much importance 
that the memoir which carried away the firft and fecond prizes 
were publifhed entire, with the fubftance of many additional 
ones*, They ffl a quarto volume, containing five hundred 
and eighty-two peges; and part of the fum allotted for the 
premium has been generoufly expended to leflen its price, 
which is only three fhillings and nine pence fterling at Parts. 
We have mentioned this volume, becaufe Dr. Hamilton feems 
not to be acquainted with it, and to recommend it to his at- 
tention. We mu now purfue the remarks which are more 
immedjarely our object. 

The defign of Dr. Hamilton is to enforce the practice of 
the on!y method of prevention which will be certainly effec- 
tual, viz. cutting out the bitten part. With this view, he 
points out_the falacy of thofe fpecifics which have been fo much 
depended on. We wili beg leave to fpeak in favour of two, 
viz. cold bathing and mercury. For the former, we require 
only our author’s own evidence. After he has endeavoured to 
fhow that the aétion of the cold bath can neither deftroy or 
wash the poston out of the fyftem, he inferts, in a diftant part 
of the work, the following paflage 


‘ Some, we muft obferve, tects a peculiarity of conftitution, 
never are aficcted with hydrophobia, though really bit by a 
rabid animal. Or the body may happen to be in fuch a flate at 
the time of the bite, that it becomes able ta refift the powers 
of the poifon. We know, that for the recep:ion of feveral of 
thofe poifons that produce difeafe, efpecially the clafs of fevers 
from infection, when the body is predifpofed for their oA ah 
they become more readily inicctious, and the more readily exert 
their force. Ifthe body be in a more tonic flate, and Aut thus 
predifpoied by any debilitating caufes, ren dering it more than 
cominonly irritable, the poifon *feldomer takes effect, And hence 
it comes to pafs, that the fame poifons of the fame ftrength, act- 
ing chiefly upon the nervous fyitem, fliall produce, or not pro- 


duce their peculiar effects, according to the ftate of the body at 
the time of the reception.’ 


In this way only was the cold bath fuppoféd to aét by every 
rational phyfician ; and the fame reafon fhould induce the 


practi tioner to give his patient ree moft flattering hopes, and 


to chear his mind by the moft pleafing profpeé&s. It is a faét, 
that probably not one of ten, bitten in equal circumftances, 
by a mad dog, really have the difeafe; and it is a fact equally 
certain, that not one of fifty dogs, fuppoted to be rabid, 
really are fo. 





* It is the fupplement for the volume of the year 1783, though at that 
time the volume fur 1780 was.but juit pubdl.thed, 
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Dr. Hamilton's Remarks owthe Bite of a Mad Dog. 4A 


T'here is another circumftance which will leffen the terrors 
of thofe who have been bitten, There is no fact in the re- 
corcs of medicine better eftablifhed, than that the poifon does 
not lie dormant, ready to produce the difeafe at any diftant 
future period. We know of no inftance where a difeafe, in- 
conteftibly hydrophobic, occurred beyond a year after the bite, 
We were once induced to enquire minutely into this circume 
fiance, and our collegtions lie before us: we fhall tranfcribe 
them, as they may be of fervice, and we fhall do it with more 
pleafure, becaufe our opinion is fupported by Dr. Hamilton. 

¢ If the patient is of a {trong inflammatory habit, and no cire 
cumfiance fupervenes, which may otherwife affect his health, 
the poifon feldom produces-any difeafe ull after forty days, fome- 
times not til after tiree or four months; and there have been in- 
ftances where it has lain inaétive a whole year; but it may well 
be quefiioned whether diforders, refembling hydrophobia, which 
occur after a longer period, are really of the fame kind (Aphorifin, 
Boerhav. § 1137). 

The ufe of mercury has been depreciated by our author 
‘without fufficient reafon. So far as can be judged, ina cafe 
of fo much uncertainty, we think it has been ufeful as a pro- 
phylactic. In the volume referred to there is more than one 
inftance, related with great accuracy and precifion, with feem- 
ing candour and fidelity, of its being fuccefstul after the firft 
fymptoms had come on. But it muft be ufed with great bold- 
nefs, and the falivation properly kept up. In thefe inftances 
the difeafe came on at the ufual time, in its common form, 
and we haye no reafon to doubt of their being true hydro- 
phobias. 

We do not mention the chances of the difeafe not appearing, 
or the utility of thefe prophylactics and curative remedies, 
to depreciate the method recommended by Dr. Hamilton. It 
is undoubtedly the firft, and an effentially neceflary ep. Every 
practitioner is inexculfable who neglects it. .Dr. Hamilton 
feems to extend the period of its probable fuccefs, From a 
careful review of all the faéts we think it will certainly fuc- 
ceed, if prattifed before the return of a new forenefs in the 
wound, before the affection of the lymphatics, or of the con- 
globate glands. It is highly probable that it will fucceed 
twenty days after the bite, though the fooner it be done the 
chance of fuccefs js greater. 

Where the parts are much torn, and the faliva feems to be 
inferted deeply among the tendons, much mvft be left to the 
judgment of the practitioner, much depends on the refolation 
of the patient, and the circumftances of the bite. Speaking 
generally, we think there is dependence enough on the effects 


of 
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of a free feppuration, on prophylactic and other remedies, to 
decide againft the lofs of a limb, in a cafe of fo much dcubt, 
where the difeafe may not follow. 

‘ It is not,’ fays the hiftorian of the French Society, ‘ cer- 
tain, that a perfon bitten will become mad, becaufe the poifon 
may be difcharged by fuppuration, or the animal ceconomy 
may not be fufceptible of the poifon; becaufe it is not certain 
always that the animal is really mad. Terror and apprehenfion 
aggravate the fymptoms beyond what the caufe would otherwife 
produce ; and tearing the fkin and other fenfible parts, ‘may 
occafion accidents, which fhould not be confounded with hy- 
drophobia.’ Many remedies occur in the French collection, 
which are not mentioned by Dr. Hamilton; among thefe are 
the Tullin remedy, which refembles that of Palmarias; the 
{carabeus melonte*, which aéts as a violent diuretic; and the 
belladonna, a medicine now well known. We would recom- 
mend another for trial, viz. very large and repeated dofes of 
opium, which may be given in very different ways. Poppy 
heads may even be boiled in the water ufed for the warm bath, 

On the whole, Dr. Hamilton’s work contains a popalar ac- 
count of the fubjeét, with judicious, and generally accurate 
remarks. It deferves great commendation. It has, however, 
unfortunately happened, that almoft every foreign or uncom- 
mon name js mil- printed. 





A Syftem of Divinity, in a Courfe of Sermons, onthe Being, Na- 
ture,.and Attributes of Ged 5 on fome of the mof? important Ar- 
ticles af ihe Chrijiian Religion, in Connection; and on the feve- 
val Virtues and Vices of Mankind. In Six Volumes. By the 
Rev. William Davy, d. B. 1\2mo. il. 1s. fewed. Wrukie. 

vv 


rT ee are plain practical difcourfes, on the fubject men- 

tioned in the title. Mr. Davy pretends not to elegance; 
and diiclaims every pretence to novelty: on the whole, how- 
ever, thefe difcourfes may be highly ufeful. We perceive, in 
many parts, the inequality which muft attend on compilations ; 
and we think that our author has not acted always judi-ioufly, 
in connecting the fcattered limbs of theologiits: independent 
of the general appearance, which is too much that of patch. 
work, the different paflages fometimes form very complete 
contrafts ; but we thould felect his own apology. 


¢ It may be confeffed, that he would nor be thought fo affum- 
ing as to pretend to advance any new doctrines, having been 
cautious not to produce any thing but what hath been already 





*\tt docs not appear that thefe remedies were very Luccefsful. 
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Davy’s Syftem of Divinity. 43 


approved by good autbority: his chief aim is to reprefent the 
fundamentals of our religion the fame by his explication, as 
they have always been reprefented to be by others the moft ju- 
dicious expofitors, whom, theretore, he hath made his teachers, 
being in no way ambitious to fay new things, but only carefully 
to enforce, in a more ufeful way, old truths, and to bring toge- 
ther, in one body, the detached works of the beft authors; 
that what hath hitherto been the entertainment of a few only, 
might be fet forth for the benefit of ‘the world at large ; and 
every one be fupplied with a Syftem of practical Divinity, in 
every way fuited to the advancement of family devotion. 

‘ As volumes of fermons, therefore, and fyftems of divinity, 
have appeared in public, and have been as readily received 
under the confeffed :ijle of other men’s labours, it was thought 
that a compilation, made from the beft fenfe of different au- 
thors on the fame fubjeéts, properly connected, with improve- 
ments, might be more ferviceable than the confined fentiments 
of one author only. However, 

¢ Where a number of authors were not to be had on any fub- 


ject, or one appeared in every refpect preferable to all others, he 


hath thankfully made the beft ule of that fingle help, fave only 
in abridgment,’ 


Our readers will obferve the peculiarity 6f our author’s 
ftyle, which is preferved in his Sermons. We cannot fo well 
give a fpecimen of the feelings excited, by being fent to dif- 
ferent authors for a continuation of the fame fubje&t. We 
can often trace him; and from Tillotfon we ftep to Jortin, 
and many others, 


* Modo me Thebis modo ponit Athenis.’ 


If our author is not a complete fermon writer, he has at leaft 
one of the qualities of a good poet, 

In the firft yolume he endeavours to fhow that there is a 
God, and but one God, though not according to the Socinian 
doétrine ; that God is a Spirit, omniprefent, eternal, the 
Father of all, the firft Caufe, and laft End of all Things ; 
that his Dominion is fupreme; that he is blefled, holy, im- 
mutable, and impartial. 

In the fecond volume, Mr. Davy enlarges on the Omnipo- 
tence, the Wifdom, the Knowlege, the Goodnefs, the Mercy, 
the Juftice, the Truth and Faithfulnefs, the Patience, Long- 
Suffering, Forbearance, and Incomprehenfibility of God. He 
exhorts his readers to imitate the perfections of God, and the 
life of Chrift, He concludes with a fermon on the Gifts and 
Graces of the Holy Spirit. 

The next volume is on fome of the moft important articles 
of the Chriftian religion: on the Benefits of Creation, Pre- 
{ervation, Redemption ; the Danger of neglecting Salvation ; 

the 
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the Certainty, the End and Effe&ts of a future Judgment s 
the Happinefs and Mifery of Heaven and Hell; the Neceffity 
and Pratticablenefs of Religion; with an Exhortation to Per- 
feverance in religious Conduct. 

The Sermons: in the fourth volume are on the Folly and 
Danger-of Infidelity, with the Nature and Neceflity of Faith; 
againft Strife and Evil Speaking, oppofed toa due Chrittian 
Converfation ; on Love, Gentlenefs, and Meeknefs; againft 
Lying and Biesting , con:raited with Truth and proper Oaths ; : 
againft Anger and rath Vows, with their oppofites, Péacefal2 
nefs, and an Enquiry*how far rath Vows are obligatory ; againit 
Revenge, and on the Forgivenefs of Injuries; againft Pride, 
and on Humility ; againft Envy, and on Content: againft rath 
Cenfuring, and on the due Regulation of our Thoughts ; 
againft Injuftice, and on the Rule of Equity; againft Unmer- 
cifulnefs, and on Mercy ; againft Theft, and on Honefty ; 
agauinit Impatience, and on Patience. 

In the next volume he purfues thefe contrafts, in confider- 
ing the Evi] of Anxiety contrafted with the Truft in God ; 
he diffoades his hearers againft Covetoufnels, Ambition, Self. 
Love, Withholding, Prodigality, Intempe:ance, Uncleannefs, 
Idlenefs, and Worldly-mindednefs ; and excites them to Me- 
diocrity, Lowlinefs of Mind, general Benevolence, the Duty 
of Diftributing, Prudence, Sobriety, Sheftiry, Induftry, and 
Heavenly-mindednefs. He points out the Evils which attend 
Excefs of Pleafure, and Excefs of Sorrow; the Sin of pro- 
phaning the Sabbath Day, is oppofed to Fervency in Devo- 
tion; the Necefiity of partaking the Holy Sacrament, and 
the Danger of negleCing it, are equally enforced ; the great 
Benefit of Confideration, and the great Danger of harde ening 
the Heart, are infilted.on in the two concluding fermons ot 
the volume. 

The fixth volume contains Sermons of a moral tendency, 
and .occafional ones. The Evil of enticing others to fin; 
fraternal Reproof; bad Company, and its evil Tendency ; 
a due Obfervance of a right Condué ; the Sin and Danger of 
bad Habits; the Utility of an early Hducation;. univerfal 
Obedience, and the Danger of Inconitancy ; the great Duty 
Of improving the prefent Time, and the Danger of Delay, 
and a Death-Bed Repentance ; the Sin of mifleacing the Weak, 
and the Duty of affilting them ; the Folly of youthful Plea- 
fures, and the Duties of Youth ; the Infirmities and Follies 
of Old Age, with the Duties and Confolations of the aged ; 
the Sin and Danger of forgetting God, and the Duty of ac- 
knowledging him; Hypocrify and Sincerity ; ‘the Duty of 
Subjects and of Govesaors are properly explained and con- 

fidered 3 
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fidered ; and the whole is concluded with a general compre- 
henfive View of our Duty. 

The occafional Sermons are on Chriftmas and New-Year’s 
Day, Good-Friday, Eafter, Afcenfion-Day, on Trinity Sun- 
day, and a Faft Day. 

From a work fo mifcellaneous, it is not eafy to fele& a 
proper fpecimen; and from a profeffed compilation, it would 
be improper. We with our author fuccefs, in an undertaking 
fo precarious as the printing of Sermons; but we are pleafed 
to fee it fupported by a pretty liberal fubfcription, particularly 


of his brethren in his own neighbourhood. 
* 


-_ 





Profpefus of a New Tranflation of the Holy Bible from correGed 
Lexis of the Originals, compared with the Amcient Verfions. 
With various Readings, explanatory Notes, and critical Ob- 
Jervations, ‘By the Rev. A. Geddes, LL.D.  4to. 14, Ise 
Faulder. : 


HE collation of diferert manuferipts of the Old Tefta- 
ment has long fince evinced, what was formerly fufpected, 
that various errors had accidently crept into the text, and that 
fome changes had been defignedly made to favour the tenets 
of particular fects. 1t was time then to beftow that attention 
on the text of the Bible, which had fucceeded fo well in ex- 
plaining and illufirating profane authors; it was time to clear 
away thofe incongruities and abfurdities, which were adifgrace 
to our underitandings and to our religion. Dr. Kennicot, 
who took the lead in this great work, has done much, but more 
ftill remains; and we.are happy to find that able labourers are 
executing the tafk with induitry and attention; and that we 
may at laft expect to fee the word of God cleared from the 
errors of ignorance and fuperitition. ‘Thefe works are, how- 
ever, defigued for the Orientalift who can, not only read the 
original, but comprehend thofe nice diftin@ions on which 
verbal criticifm muft often depend. The Englifh reader wants 
affiftance ftill; and that afliftance, under the patronage of lord 
Petre, Dr. Geddes, who feems peculiarly qualified for the 
work, now offers. 

In this very able and intelligent Profpectus, he gives an ac. 
count of the flate of the text, the various editions ef the: 
Bible in different languages, with their feveral characters, and 
the methcd he purpofes to purfue in his own edition, His 
view of the fubject is fo full and comprehenfive, fo clear. and 
exaG@t, that he has left us little to add, or to blame. The ge- 
neral opinion relating to the nice accuracy of the text, he 
attributes, ina great degree, to the fuperflitious .veneration 

for. 
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for the Mafora. This had undoubtedly confiderable influence = 
but it was affifted by two other confiderations. Thofe who laid 
the greateft ftrefs on the Old Teftament, and called in its aid 
on-all occafions, were obliged, as much as poflible, to keep 
trivial errors out of fight, leit one ftain might fully the bright 
purity of the reft. The facred oracles were fuppofed to have 


been kept with no.common care, if they were not above the . 


reach of the unhallowed finger which fhould be raifed to cor- 
rupt them ; and it would have been a fuperfluous labour, fo- 
licitoufly to guard againft an accident which no one could be 
fo carelefs or fo daring as to commit. The other confideration 
was of amore political nature. To reform the text of the 
Bible would have appeared, to the ignorant, little lefs than a 
change of a national religion ; few of the common people can 
underftand the difiinétion between verbal and effential errors ; 
between the miftakes of a tranflator and the dictates of Haven. 
When the ftyle was changed, many fuppofed that the Sunday 
was not kept holy, becaufe it did not occur on the fame day 
of the month; and when Dr. Kennicot publifhed his firft dif- 
fertation, fome ferious people were alarmed at the audacity of 
his defign. Both thefe confiderations prevented the attempt 
from being made, till fome of the means of executing it were 
taken from us, till others were almoft inacceflible, and the 
difficulty which muft attend every part of the undertaking was 
greatly increafed. | 

If then the errors are verbal, if no material miftakes have 
been made in eflential doctrines, why are we fo fcrupuloufly 
anxious about the purity of a text, already fo perfect in the 
material parts? The queftion has been often afked, and often 
properly anfwered. In the New Teftament, fome manufcripts 
afford very different readings ; and an important paflage, at 
leaft important in the opinion of many, has been fometimes 
left out. We may, however, add to the anfwers, and for this 
reafon we have introduced the queition, that from the colla- 
tion of many different manufcripts, from comparing quota~- 
tions made from thofe not in our hands, from the paflages of 
our Saviour’s life faid to have fulfilled the prophecies, and 
from a comparifon of. all the evidence to which we can have 
accefs, will it be unexceptionably afcertained, that the errors 
are thofe of tranfcribers and tranflators only. 

The firft great zra of the Vulgate is the edition of ferom. 
It was the firft which approached to the degree of perfection 
required for an eftablifhment; and we mention it, chiefly to 
-obferve, that Dr. Geddes appreciates its value, enumerates its 
perfections and errors, with great propriety and impartiality. 
The corretions of the Vulgate, by Sixtus and Clement, ‘are 

well 
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well known: we fhall fele& our author’s opinion on it in its 
prefent ftate, ° 


‘ Dr James, in his Bellum Papale, made a minute and invi- 
dious collation of the two editions of Sixtus and Clement ; 
from which he and others have drawn conclufions not very sm 
vourable to the Roman fee. But when the very moft they afk 
is granted them, aud when it is allowed that neither of the 
editions are faultlefs, does it follow that the Vulgare is not ftill 
a moft refpefiable tranflation ; or that the council were in the 
wrong to prefer it to all other Latin verftons that had yet ap- 
peared 3 ? I fhall have frequent occafions to juftify it againft the 
cavils of Amana, and other fuch fupercilious and contentious 
critics ; and to fhew that it is, in many particular paflages, a 
more genuine copy of Scripture than the prefent Maforetic 
text. Indeed the outrageous attacks mace on this famous verfion 
by fomé, not the moft “judicious, Proteitant writers, may have, 
partly, arifen from a defire of retorting on fuch indifcreet Ca- 
tholics, as had thrown unmerited abufe on the original. At 

refent, the learned of both fides are in a fair way of being 
reconciled, in this one point at leait; and feem willing to 
make mutual cenceflions. The Catholics are ready to own “that 
the Vulgate is not fo pure a rivulet as fome of their too zealous 
predeceffors maintained ; and the Proteftants as readily acknow- 
lege that the prefent Hebrew text is not fo untainted a fource 
as was long believed. Thus both contribute, in different ways, 
towards a re cftablifhment of the true text. Thofe without he- 
fitation correct the Vulgate by the original, where the Vulgate 
is evidently taulty ; and thefe make no fcruple to make ufe of 
the Vulgate in reftoring the true text of the original, when the 
original is evidently or “ probabl ly corrupted.’ 


The author’s remarks on the extent which may be allowed 
to conjeftural criticifm, his rules of tranflation, and his argu- 
ments againit the Maforetic points and accents, have our full 
and hearty concurrence. 

Dr Geddes mentions Tyndal and Coverdale’s firft Englith 
tranflation of the Bible with much refpect, while he is nor 
blind to its errors. Of our prefent tranflation he {peaks in the 
following manner: 


‘ The means and the method employed to produce this 
tranflution, promifed fomething extremely fatisfaétory ; ; and 
great expectations were formed from the united abilities of fa 
many learned men, felected for the purpofe, and excited to 
emulation by the encouragement of a munificent prince, who 
had declared himfelf the patron of the work. Accordingly, 
the higheft eulogiums have been made on it, both by our own 
wricrs and by foreigners; and, indeed, if accuracy, fidelity, 
and the ftricteft atrention to the letter of the text, be fuppofed 
to conflitute the qualities of an excellent yerdop, this of all 
veifion 





48 Geddes? Pro/pefus of a New Tranflation of the Bible. 


verfions muft, in general, be accounted-the moft excellent. 
Every fentence, every word, .every fyllable, every lerrer and 
point, feem to have been we'ghed with the niceft exactitude, 
and expreffed, either in the text or margin, with the greateit 
precifion. Pagninus himfelf is hardly more literal ; and it was 
well remarked by Robertfon, above a hundred years ago, that 
it may ferve. for a lexicon of the Hebrew language, as well as 
for a tranflation.’ 


Its faults are faid to be a defect in the idiom, as Englifh; a 
want ef uniformity of ftyle; miftake in the meaning of fome 
words; too great precifion, which has introduced the Italic 
explanations, and a flight warping in favour of the tranflator’s 
peculiar fentiments. ‘The defeét in idiom we cannot allow to 
be a fault: it raifed the language above common ufe, and has 
almoft fanctified it; nor would we lofe the noble fimplicity, 
the energetic repiti for all the idiomatic elegance which a 
polifhed age can bellow. Dr. Geddes objects to a tranflation 
too literal, but’ we wifh not to fee the prefent text changed, 
unlefs where real errors render it neceflary. ‘The venerable 
tree, which we have always regarded with a religious refpedt, 
cannot be pruned to modern fafhions without our feeling the 
moft poignant regret. Our attachment to this venerable relic 
has involuntarily made our langaage warm ; yet we reft fecure 
ir Dr. Geddes’ good fenfe, and his opinions on the fubjed, that 
no very great change will be made unlefs when it is really ne- 
cefiary. " 

We fhall conclude with our avthor’s ¢ fhort notice of the ge- 
neral economy of his work,’ and our mott fincere good withes 
for his fuccefs. 


‘ Although the new verfion be made from a corrected text of 
the Orig Ti the prefent printed copies are never departed from, 
without a {peci: al notation. The additions, omiffions, tran{po- 
fitions and variations, are all diftinguifhed by refpective fymbols, 
and fupported by correfponding authorities. 

¢ The text of the verfion will be divided into new and more 
natural feétions, the number and contents of which will be 
printed on the outer margin: but the old divifion of chapters 
and verfes will, for the reafons above mentioned, be retained, 
and marked in the inner margin. 

‘ The corre¢tional references, various readings, and explana- 
tory notes, will be at the bottom of the page; the critical an- 
notations at the end of the volume. 

© A new comparative Chronology will accompany every prin- 
cipal tranfaétion, and be expreffed im years before Chriff, at the 
top of the pave. 

‘ With regard to the concordantial references, or parallel 
piflages, with which the margins of our Bibles are crowded ; 
thofe of them only will be retained that are manifeitly dale 
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for the greater number are 
allufions. 

‘ To every volume, and for the m of part to every book, 
willbe prefixed a particular Preface ; in which a compendious 
criical account will be given of its real ot fuppoted author, its 
fubject; ftyle, and charaéter, and the rank it holds among the 
tian V féript: nes in the Jewihh and Chriftian canons. 

‘The whole of the Old Teftament will, as far as can be yet 
ciehcBlareH, be sage lvoe in four volumes. he firft will con- 
tai: the. Pentateuch and its fupplement the Book of Jo‘hua’s 
the fecond, the reft of the Hiftorical Books ih their naturad 


49 


only diftant, and often arbitrary» 


ordir; the unrd, the Hagiographa; and the fourth, the Pro- 
pheis. To thefe it is intended to adda fifth, which, if pro- 


perly executed, would be an ufeful introduction to the other 
four. Befide a general Preface and Indexes, uw fhould contain 
the difevffion of a great number of queilions relative to the 
Hebrew feriptures ; their antiquity, authenticity, np Ny 


&a. m airy of which (till appear to be ful {ceptible of farther elu- 
cidation.’ 





H phori/ms on the Application and Ufe of the Forceps, on Preter- 
natural Labours, and on Labours attended with Hemorrhage. 


By Thomas Denman, M.D. Small 8ve. 2s. Johnfon. 


din Effay on Uterine Hemorrhages depending on Pregnancy and 
Parturition. By Thomas Denman, M.D. 2s. Johnfon. 


An Efay on Natural Labours. By Thomas Denman, M.D. 
zs. Johnfon, 


4 Soi fubjects are fo nearly connected that we fhall con- 

fider them in one article. They form a part of the out- 
line of the pathology and practice of midwifery ; and though 
the firft are not new, yet as they have never been confidered 
in our Journal, and as they are in many refpects important, 
we fhall examine them with fomewhat more than ufual at- 
tention. 

_ The Aphorifms are concife and clear, comprehenfive and 
fatisfactory. What relates to the forceps is fo judicious as to 
demand our moft unreferved commendations. Thofe parts 
which relate to natural labours and uterine hemorrhages are 
more fully enlarged on in the fubfequent effays, and will claim 
Our attention in their more extended fate. In our review of 
Dr. Hamiltc®’s Outlines, we mentioned the cafe of the arm 
prefenting, when by the efforts of nature the child was turned, 
probably by a kind of rotation, to a very different and more 


manageable fituation. We fhall add Dr. Denman’s concife- 
temarls on this fubjed : 
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¢ With refpect to the benefit we can, in practice, derive 
from the knowledge of this fa&, I may be permitted to obferve, 
that the cuftom ot turning and dclivering by the feet in prefen- 
tations of the arm, will remain neceflary and proper, in all cafes, 
in which the operation can be performed with fafety to the me- 
ther, or give a chance of preferving the life of the child. But 
when the child is dead, and when we have no other view but 
merely to extract the child, to remove the danger thence arifing 
to the mother, itis of great importance to know that the child 
may be turned fpontaneoufly, by the action of the uterus. If 
we avail ourfelves of that knowledge, the pain and danger which 
fometimes attend the operation of turning a child, may be 
avoices. Nor would any perfon verfed in practice, fixing upon 
a cafe of preternatural prefentation, in which he might “expect 
the child to be turned fpontaneoufly, be involved in difficulty, 
if, from a detect of the pains, or any other caufe, he fhould be 
difappointed in his expectations : nor would the fuftering, or 


chance of danger to the patient be increafed by fuch pro- 
ceeding,” 


The treatment of convulfions is left imperfect: it is indeed 

a dif-afe of the pregnant flate that is with difficulty managed, 
Ir. Denman {peaks with propriety of the inutility of anti- 
fpafmodics ; and when we reflect on the caufe, viz. the dif- 
tenfion of the uterus, or probably its preffure on the neigh- 
bouring nerves, we can have little doubt of their failure. 
He propofes fprinkling cold water on the patient’s face; and 
this has fucceeded for the moment, but it has delayed the fits 
only for a very fhort period. We have employed opiates 
freely without fuccefs ; but fhould expect fome advantage from 
a bolder practice in this way. There are, however, many 
inconveniences to be dreaded: among the reft, a fufpenfion of 
the aGion of the uterus, which might, after child-bed, oc- 
cafion profufe hemorrhages. Dr. Denman’s obfervation of 
the eflicacy of a fuperior ftimulus, is fupported by this fad, 
that the convulfions during labour are commonly in the abe 
fence of pain. On the whole, nothing is probably to be ex- 
pected but from delivery, and the child is almoft always dead ; 
vet, on the one hand, we muft avoid too much ftimulus in 
inducing labour; on the other, too long time muft not be 
fpent in waiting, as the recovery will, in that cafe, be flow, 
and often incomplete. The child by the convalfive efforts 
will be pufhed forward, and when the dilatation is once began, 
the diftenfion cf the uterus may be leffened hy breaking the 
membranes, which always leffens the convuifions, and the 
pains may be increafed by the flightef ftimulus. This methcd 
has w.iverfully been fuccefsful in our hands, if we except the 
Jofs of the child, whofe life has very fcldom, if ever, been 
pre- 
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preferved by any mode of treatment, where the convulfions 
have been violent. ’ 

Dr. Denman’s obfervations on uterine hemorrhages, in the 
firft effav, are full, clear, and éxaS. ‘ Thefe obfervations, 
fzys he, I have written with gteat pleafure, hoping they may 
be of fervice; and with fome confidétnce, having been fo 
happy as never to lofe a patient in any kirid of hemorrhage.’ 
Thefe difcharges are divided according as they appear, in the 
early cr in the advanced periods of geitation ; previous or 
f{ubfequent to the expulfion of the placenta. The advanced 
period is fuppofed to commence at the fixth month. Our au- 
thor thinks that women*feldom mifcarry from general weak- 
nefs and irritability, but from fome affections of this kind in 
the uterine fyftem, when there are no other apparent caufes : 
in fome cafes, as he juftly obferves, abortion happens from 
the difeafe of the ovum. We perceive indeed in children a 
defect of conftitution: they fink often, at different periods ; 
without evident difeafe, and their fyfiem appears not to be 
calculated for a longer ife. We may, therefore fuppofe that 
the fame internal caufes operate at an earlier fate, and it may 
as well fink from a defe& of the vis vita beforg it has breathed 
as afterwards. Yet, as we know not when this is the cafe, 
every precaution fhould be adopted, and every excefs care- 
fully avoided. 

Our author mentions the ufual methods of guarding againtt 
abortion, and decides on them with judgment. Confinement 
he fpeaks of with doubt ; and we own that, under our direc- 
tions, it has not fucceeded when rigoroufly purfued. In cafes 
of abortion Dr. Denman thinks that the placenta, if retained, 
fhould not be haftily feparated by manual or inftrumental af- 
fitance. He has never found its delay in any refpect inju- 
rious. 

The great objeéts, in the relief of hemorrhages, are to 
procure a contraction of the uterus, or to favour the forma. 
tion of coagiila. The uterus contracts during faintings, and 
of courfe cordials, in fuch cafes, fhould not be too freely ufed, 
fince both purpofes are obtained-in this ftate. Coolers, in the 
fame view, are the moft effectual aftringents, and external cold 
applications are highly ufeful. Dr. Denman’s fentiments on 
opiates are peculiar: we did not mention them when we {poke 
of kis Aphorifms, becaufe they occurred in this eflay fome- 
what more fully. We fhall tran{cribe them, while at the fame 


time we own that they are uot fupported by cur own obfer- 
yationse 


‘ Opiates have been commended in abortions, and in all 
cafes of uterine hemorrhage ; but I f:ldom ufe them, unlets 
& a with 
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with a view of moderating an uncommon degree of pain, ot of 
quicting fome tumult which attended or followed the accident ; 
having reatoned my felf into an opinion that they do not deferve 
the high commendation which has been given them. Some 
ain is neccflary and unavoidable, whenever an effort is made 
for the exclution of any fubftance out of the € cavity of the uterus. 
The degree of pam proves the degree of action raifed for this 
purpofe, and we fhould confider how far by leffening the pain 
we may leflen the action ; and by leflening that action, by which 
the ovum would be expelled, whether we ‘contribute to the fup- 
preihon of the hemorrhage, or to the more regular conduct of 
ihe abortion.’ 

The following obfervations deferve attention: they are no 
Jefs juit than perspicuoys: 

* In aborions, dreadful and alarming as they fometimes are, 
it is a great cot yfort to know that they are generally void of 
danger, either from the hemorrhage, or on any other account. 
It is perhaps tmpofiible to explain, but the tact is undoubredly 
true, that an equal iofs of blood, and with apparently equal 
efiects, f{hould, in abortions, if properly managed, and the 
paticnt be in good health when they take place, not occafion 
any dancer; and yet at the fu:l period of utero-gettation, that 
they fhould be fo dangerous, that one confiders thofe who 
recover, as having alucky efeape. Iris wone ah alfo to ob- 
ferve how foon women recover from the debility occafioned 
by hemorrhages in aboitions ; and how long a time is often re- 
quired fur th cir recovery in advanced pregnanev. But though 
1 reckon there is no danger from mere abortion, yet when the 
accident is in confequence of acute difeafes, there 1s often ex 
treme danger ; for women abort a they they are already in 
great danger, pie this is aggravated™by the abortion. With- 


out a more accurate diftinétion we may ftill form an erroneous. 


prognoftic. Iris faid, for example, that women who milcarry, 
or are delivered at the time of their having the fmall-pox, uni- 
verfally die. Now, if a pregnant woman fhould, at any 
peried of pregnancy, expel her “child in the commencement of 
that difeafe, perhaps from the violence of the eruptive fever, fhe 
may not only efeape the danger, but go through the diftafe 
with as much regularity as if fhe had not mifcarried. But if 
that period of the difeafe be paffled without abortion, and the 
patient fhould go on to the time of the crifis, witvd then mifcarry, 
or be delivered, if at her full time, the general prognoflic will 
be too true; at leaft the death of the patient has followed ir 
every cafe of this kind which I have feen.’ 


-In confidering the prognoftics in hemorrhages in the ad- 


vanced jiates, our author obferves very juftly that where there 


js pain, the danger 3s lefs than where there 1s none. This is 
conneéted with his obfervations on the ule of opiates; but we 
apprehend that opiates, in thefe cafes, have more than one 

effect : 
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effet: they deftroy irritation, which may exift in diftant 
parts, and accelerate the circulation; they give a calm, iere- 
nity, or lull the patient into a fleepy fecurity ; perhaps too 
they have a diftant power on the heart and arteries, and Jeffen 
their a€tion: We are convinced that they have, in many in- 
ftances, this efiect. There is another obfervation of our au- 
thor, viz, that Vomiting, fo far from$ increafing hemor- 

iages, leffens them. We remember to- have read a treatife 

Written by a practitioner in Dublin, “ee name we do no 
parry in which emetics were exprefsiy recommended for 
hemorrhages of this kind. Dr. Bibiatas has ufed them in 
hemoptoe, and we have followed him in this practice, at 
leaft with no bad effects, fometimes with advantage. 

In profufe difcharges, at the advanced ftates, Dr. Denman, 
as ufual, advifes delivery. He thinks it the fafer error to de- 
liver too foon; but this we fhall not enlarge on, as the proper 
period has been fo well afcertained by Mr. Rigby. The di- 
rections for the management are not eafily abridged, and we 
rather avoid the tafk, fince fo much danger may arife from 
a {mall omiffion. 

The advice for the management of the placenta is very ju- 
dicious. ‘the author avoids too great hafte, or too long de- 
lay: he confiders it as the effe@ of the action of the uterus, 
and all his meafures are directed to this objedt. 

‘In all cafes of dangerous hemorrhage, when the placenta 
is retained, it was fag to be equ: ly juilifiable and neceflary to 
extract the placenta, as ir was to deliver the woman of ber child 
under the fime secant But this general rule requires 
explanation, and fo.ne fkill in the application, When there is 
a prefent hemorrhage, fo important as by its violence or con- 
tinuance to threaten danger, the placenta ought to be im- 
mediately extracied. This is not an opinion, but a rule of 
practice, But if there has already been am hemorrhage, fo pro- 
fufe as to occafion danger; aud the common confequences of 
lofs of blood, as fainting and the hke, have already tollowed ; 
the placenta oncht not to be extr acted, nor the patien: difturbed, 
nor any change made, tli fhe be revived from her extreme 
debility; as the danger would Le thereby increafed, and the 
patient die, during or immediately after theNeperation, as I 
have feen and known’in too many inftances. In other words, 
the extraction of the placenta is to be confidered as a remedy 
for a prefent or ee, hemorrhage, but not for one 
which has already happened, that is, for the debility occafioned 
by it. 

“In cafes alfo in which there is no hemorrhage, if the placenta 
is not ejected, or if no efforts are made-by the uterus for that 
purpofe, a time will come, when ‘we muit determine upon its 
extraclion, or leave it behind ;. and the latter being unfafe and 
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therefore unjuflifiable, the mere retention will be fufficient 

authority for us to extract it. Upon this point there can be no 
difpute, except as to the time, and we will fay, leaviny the 
matter fomewhat at large, that it the placenta be not expelled at 
the end of two hours from the birth of the child, that it ought 
to be extracted’, ITcan however recollect many examples of a 
retained placenta, without a hemorrhage, to which I have been 
called within twelve or even twenty-four hours after the birth of 
the child, in which the placenta has been very eafily managed, 

and no ill confequences have followed,’ 


The hemorrhage, after the feparation of the placenta, is 
managed on the fame principles. After it is come into the 
vagina, our author chufes to delay the final extraction tll fome 
effort is made by the conftitution to remove it. The fainting 
is rather allowed than removed, and indeed in this flate, as 
well as in the employment of cooling medicines, Dr. Denman 
tteers judicioufly between the two extremes of exhaufting the 
powers of life by the remedies, or of the patient’s finking by 
the difcharge, for want of an active exertion of the means 
in hishand. We have enlarged much on this pamphlet, becaufe 
we think it truly valuable ; but we fhould add, that we have 
left many ufeful parts without remark, which it would have 
been improper to mutilate hy any abridgment. 

The Effay on Natural Labour is not inferior to Dr. Den- 
man’s other works; but it admits of fewer remarks, and 
fearcely requires an abridgment. The following pathological 
obfervation we fhall preferve. We believe it to be new, and 
we know it to be corre& and ingenious. 


* Thofe who endure any kind of pain, exprefs their fuffering 
by fome peculiarity of manner, or by fome tone of voice which, 
to a nice obferver, will generally diicover the part affected, to- 
gether with the kind and degree of pain. Sharp pain is univer- 
fully exprefled by an interrupted and acute tone of voice; obtufe 
pain by a continued and grave tone; unlefs the expreffions are 
controlled by an acquired firmnefs of mind which, on particular 
occalions, may enable it to rue above the infirmities of the body, 
The expreffions of pain uttered by women in the act of parturi- 
tion may be confidered as complete indications of the ftate of the 
procels, fo that on experienced practitioner is as fully mafter of 
the ftute of his paticot, if he hears her expreffions, as by any 
other mode cf examination, He muft, however, underitand 
aud make allowances for the peculiarities of different patients, 
or he will be deceived; becaufe in tender conftitutions, the 
fenfations being quick, and the refolution faint, the mode of 
expreffion will be according to the fenfe, and not in proportion 
to the degree of abfolute pain.’ 


‘This remark is properly applied to the different pains in la- 
hour, and becomes highly ufeful in enabling the pradtitioner 
; . 4Q 
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to judge of the ftate of the labour: the ladies probably are not 
aware that even their cries are of impomance. 
In every part of the labour he recommends patience and 
refignation in the patient, and cautious attention, without a 
bufy interference, in the nr ipeg On the management 
neceffary to prevent a laceration of the perinz eum, he is very 
fuJl; and his directions turn on the points juft mentioned, 
It is probable, that the accident feldom happens, when the. 
labour is not accelerated, either by the efforts of the patient, 
or the injudicious activity of the operator. This is in general 

‘true; yet, in ftrong healthy women, where the uterus has 
| been much diftended, its action has been fo violent, as to 
become fpafmodic and irrefiftible, in fpite of every effort to 
delay the throes. The opinion of our author is, however, 
well founded, and fupports what we have had formerly occafion 
to alledge, that the perineum is preferved by preffure, rather in 
confequence of the delay, given to the labour, than of any 
additional power afforded to that part. We with alfo to en- 
force the exception to this rule; becaufe, in no refpect is the 
, conduct of the operator more frequently or more feverely 
blamed. We believe the accident is fometimes beyond the 
pewer of the moit fagacious furgeon to prevent. 

With refpect to the management of the child, the following 
obfervations deferve attention; but they are not to be confi- 
dered too ftrictly. In weakly children they fhould be adhered 
to, buc in others they appear of lefs importance. 








¢ Perhaps the changes which take place in the body of the 
child, immediately after its birth, at leait the manner in which 
they are produced, are not perfectly underftood at this time. 
But we know if the child is in a healthy ftite, that it crics luf- 

. tily and continually, when the wir firit rufhes into i's lungs, 

which are thereby expanded. This cry, which does nat feem 
to be occafioned by pain but furprife, is in its confequences 
extremely importan: ; as it is the caufe of an exertion of all the 
powers of the child, and enables it to acquire a new manner of 
living, inconfiftent with, and very different from that which 
it pofleffed betore it was born. But the change from vterine 
life, as it may be called, to breathing lite, is nor inflantancous, 
but gradual ; and the uterine life continues, till the bre: athing 
life is perfected, as is proved by the continuance of the circula- 
tion between te child and placenta, for fome time after it has 
cried. As the breathing lite becomes pertected, the uterine 
life declines, and the manner of its declenfion may be proved 
by attending to the pullation of the navel-firing, which firft 
ceafes at the part neareft the placenta, and then by flow de- 
grees nearer and nearer to the child, till at length it entirely 
ceafes ; {uo that the whole of the circulating blood ultimately 
refides i in the bedy of the child, and the navel ftring becomes 
E 4 quite 
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quite flaccit. It feems reafonable to believe that the continu- 
ater of the uterine life after the birth of the child, was detigned 
for its prefervation from the a¢cidents of its ftate at that time ; 
fhould the acquifition of its breathing li fe be, by any caufe, re: 
tarded or hindered. If then the practice of tying, or dividing 
the navel-ftring the infant the chicd is born, be follow red, though 
jt were before vigorous, it will in fome cafes immed liately decline, 
and never acquiring its perfect breathing life, will in a fhort 
rime die: or, if the child were tn a feeble or a dubious fiate, 
poflefiing only that hte which it had during its refidence in the 
WICFUS, as by tying and dividing the navel- firing that life is 
de troy ed before the bre: ithing life 1s acquired, it mutt inevitably 
erilh, We may therefore fafely conclude, that the navel-ftring 
a a new born infagt ought never to be tied or divided, till the 
circulation in it has ceafed ipontaneoully.’ 


| 


“he fubfequent conduct has already been infifted on, in 
our review ef the former effay, We muft now take leave of 
our author, for the préfont: his eflay on preternatural ener: 


we purpofe to confider with that on difficult labours, wh 
we expect to receive very foon. 


ich 





FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 
(Continued from Hol. \xvir p. 466.) 





N our review of the laft volume of the Tranfattions of the 
Society for the Encoursgement of Arts*, we mentioned, that 

in France a method had been invented of making cordage from 
fome of the malraceous plants. We were then aware that a 
memoir had been read in the Royal Academy, containing an‘ ac- 
count of fome experiments of this kind; bur, 
acknowledged them to be imperfect, we withed 
{.ctory; intormatioue No other 


as the author 
tor more fatis- 
intelligence has yet been re- 
ccised; fo that we fhall’ now give fome extraéts from the Me- 
moir of the abbé Cavanilles, a Spaniard, from the hingdom of 
eee: 

he Chinefe make cords from a fpecies of the ma‘lows, the 


Ris abutiion of Linneus, aad the miflonary, trem whom this 


nccount is derived, ab ferve s, that in fome parts of Europe paper 
is made with fome of the malvaceous plants. The abbé feems 
not to have been acquainted with this fact when his experiments 
were made, yet he fortunately adopted the fame fpecies, among 


others, for his principal trials. We fu ippole the Europeans als 
luded to are the Swedes. 


Our author was ied to reflections of this kind by what he faw 
daily practifed in his own country. He knew that the agave 
Americana, after’ having made the inclofures of fields, would, 


oe ba 





* Crit. Rev. vol. Ixii. p. 248 


by 








| 
| 











XUM 





td 





Vv 


UM 


ForEIGN Lirerarny INTELLIGENCE. 57 


by its leaves, furnifh a large quantity of fibres, coarfe indeed, 
bur very trong, of which nents were made. The flipa tena- 
ciffima, a {pectes of fearher-grafs, is extremely ufeful in o 
fame way :, its leaves make cords, twine, mits, bafkets, and < 
kind of ftuff which is both cheap and flrong. Round the fruit 
of the chamezrops humilis are found fibres of fome length; but 
its leaves are the moft ufeful, and their fibres are appli “d to the 
fame purpofe as the fibres of the featheregrafe. From the 
branches of the mulberry trees a fimilar fubftance is procured. 
The common mallows, macerated like hemp, affords a thréad 
{uperior to hemp tor fpinning ; and is faid to make more beau 
titul cloths and ftuffs than flax, The abbé obferves, that one of 
the firft grandees of Spain appeared at court io a habit made of 
this cloth, With all this informatica, he began his experiments 
in the garden of the duke d’intantado. 

He chofe the fida abutilon, on account of its advantageous 
appearance, and its thick trait flalk. . Ir loves, water, and. may 
be planted advantageoufly in marfhes and disches, where nothing 
elie will grow. We muft refer for particulars to the memoir ; 
but, in general, the plants which fucceecced beft were fown in 
May , and they arrive at perfection in three months and a half, 
‘The maceration of the fmalier flalks was finifhed in about fifteen 
diys; of thelargerin amonth. The ftrength and goodnefs of 
the thread appeared to be in proportion to the perfection of the 
vesetation, and to the diltunce the plant was kept at from other 
plants, The fibres lic in ftrata, of which there are fometim:s 
fix: they are not quite itrait, but preferve an undulating di- 

rection, fo as to form a net-work ia their natural pofitions. 
Their fmell refembles that of hemp; the fibres are whiter, but 
more dry and harfh than thole of hemp. The harfhuefs is owing 
toa greenifh gluten which connecis the fibres; and the white 
colour mult always be obtained at the expence of having this 
kind of thread lefs fupple ; when of its natural hue it is very 
foft and flexible. 

This deferipii on belongs chiefly to the fida; but it will alfo 
apply to the malva crifpa, Peruviana, and Maurifiana. The 
m: ilva crifpa gave, however, the grearett quantity of fibres, and 

ts gluten was mo{t copious. The fibres of the fida abutilon, 
ae the malva-crifpa, are the longeft and the flrongeft ; thofe of 
the -Peruviana and Maurifiana are the thorteft and weakeft. 
The fibres of thote plants which had loft their leaves are lefs 
ftrong, though ef equal length with thofe which had pre- 
jerved them. 

The comparative ftrength of the fibres of the malvaceoug 
plants, and of hemp, cannot be exactly afcersained. Our gu- 
thor’s plants were not in the greateft perfection ; the fibres were 
lio wafhed too much, and had loft their gluten. In his trials, 
the comparative force of the abutilon and hemp, in the f{mallett 
kwincs, were as 2 to 5 ; and in the largeit as 1 to 3, 


At 








58 Forzicn Lirerary INTEeLLIGENCke 


At Rio Janeiro, cables are made from the jeriquen, a plant 
of South America, whofe ftrength, when wet, is confiderable ; 
when dry, much lefs. The abbé therefore, moiftened his mal- 
vaceous hemp, ard found it ftronger than before, while the 
refiflance of common hemp was diminifhed by water. It mutt 
be added, thar, in equal bulks, the fibres of the hemp are hea- 
viett. 

The abbé has made cords and twine of this fubflance, and, 
what the fpinners refufed, has been manufactured into cloth. 
It may be ufeful to fupply the place of hemp in times of 
{carcity, to leffen the confumption of it by employing the 
mallows in works of litle importance, perhaps to make paper. 
Ir will not take up ground that is ufeful; for, in a foil adapted 
for hemp, the abbé recommends ts cultivation: in marfhes, 
walte and wet grounds, the mallows may be fown with ad- 
vantage, 

. 7 * # 


The utility of the mallows, in making paper, leads us ta 
mention a new invention, from Sweden, called itone-pafteboard, 
It is incombuftible, or at leaft confumes very flowly and imper- 
fecily : inftead of being foftened, it is hardened by water, and 
was invented by Dr. Faxe, phyfician of the admiraity at Cal- 
ferona. The invention was firft announced in the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences at Stockholm, the 31ft of July 1785, and its 
probable ufes were then fuppofed to be, firit, to cover houfes, 
as it is light and folid, without being affected by the air; 
fecondly, to jine them within and without, in order to preferve 
them from fire and moifture ; thirdly, to confine the plaifter of 
the ciclinys ; fourthly, for ornament, fince this paper may be 
caft into figures; fifthly, to preferve the powder in arfenals and 
on fhip-board ; fixthly, to line the fhips and wooden piers in 
harbours, to preferve them from worms ; and feventhly, tq line 
the thocs of foldiers who are obliged to march in rains Come 
miflioners were appointed to examine the properties of this fub- 
fiance; and their experiments have fully eftablithed Dy. Faxe’s 
aflertious. The fecond and feventh propofals were fubjected to 
particular experiments, which fucceeded. We hear in England, 
et incombulttble cubes for the new lamps; but our remarks on 
them we fhall not make public, as we wifh not to interfere with 
ai ufeiul invention. We fhall be pleafed to find that the in- 
ventors have derived any benefit from our account, 

Dr. Faxe’s paftebourd is prepared in different ways: that 
which is beaten is not penetrated by water; on the contrary, 
water has been kept in a cylinder of this kind three weeks 
without any lofs. What has not been beaten, burns with more 
difficulty. Its expence is not conliderable ; two feet fquare coft 
no inore than between two pence and three pence. 

The preparation has not been publifhed ; but the fubftance has 

cen fubjected ta a chemical analyfis ; and we fhall mention its 
com- 
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eompofition, as it can do no injury to the inventor. The fpeci- 
men employed was permeable by water, The colour is different 
m different pieces, viz. reddifh brown, | yellow, and white. Ie 
is with difficulty feratched by the naii, and is fomewhat b:ittle ; 
when kept in boiling water three hours, it was-in no refpect 
diffolved. From analyfis, the reddifh-browa pafteboard appears 
to contain about two parts of iron ore, one part of animal oil, 

probably oil of herrings, made into a patie, with two parts of 
the vegetable matter ‘of common paper. The white contains 
calcareous earth, inftead of iron ore; and the yellow feems to” 
be the fame with the white, and altered in appearance by bemg 
boiled in a folution of green vitriol. We need not enlarge on 
the many improvements of which this procefs is capable, or the 
various other ufes to which it may be applied. An : afbe ftine 
earth, which is not uacommon iA many parts of England, would 
probably be preferable to either iron ore, or calcareous earth. 
It is lighter, lefs affeGted by fire, and capable of being rolled 
into more thin plates. It is of great confequence to give this 
kind ef paper a greater body, and a more denic confiftence, with- 
Out increafing its weight. 

* ¥ * ~ 

We did not expect to be able to perform our promife relating 
to the carth of rhuba:b fo fuon, but we have met with the 
memoir we alluded to in alate Number. As it contains, how- 
ever, little more than the fact irfelf, we fhall repeat it fomewhac 
more particularly, and fubjoin M. Schecie’s enquiry into the 
nature of other vegetable fubftances, 

The Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stock- 
holm are publifhed every three months, and the experiments 
which we fought atter, occur in the firit Number of laft year. 
The name, earth of rhubarb, is a term applied to an infoluble 
fale, firft found by our author in analyzing this celebrated pure 
gative. Itisacombination of the falt of wood-forrel, and of 
lime; and the fame earthy falt has been fince found in ‘different 
officinal roots and barks. ‘The term is at prefent, therefore, 
improper, and we fhall endeavour to afhix a new one, before 
we conclude, better appropriated to its nature, We hall noe 
mention the means by which this falt was formerly feparated, 
becaufe the author has fince fuggetted a more commodious one. 
The fubitance to be examined is cut and bruifed, fome marine 
acid, diluted with water, is thrown upon it, and the whole is 
leit fome hours in digeftion. The folution is filtered, and the 
acid faturated with cauftic volatile alkali. If the vegetable con- 
tains the earth, it is diffolved by the acid, and feparated by the 
alkali, The following roots contain the earthy fale in different 
proportions ; the root of celleri, alkannet, carlina, cufcuma, 
white dittany, fennel, red gentian, afclepias, wild dock, li- 
quorice, mandragora, anonis, common and Florentine orris, 
Swedifh rhubarb, foap- wort, fquills, Solomon’s feal, tormentil, 
valerian, zedvary, and gingers The barks of the barberry tree, 

“caflia, 
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caffia, canella alba, cafcarilla, caryophyllus aromaticus, China, 
common canella, culllavan, frangula, afh, pomegranate, caflia, 
vaks, asa fimaruba, guaiacum, and elm. ‘Ihe bark of guai- 
acum and of the afh contain, on the furface, lime farurated with 
fixed air. 

By the China bark we fufpect is meant the China ching, or 
Peruv:an bark; and the name 1s altered either trom an omiflion 
of the printer, or an error of the. tranflator, While Scheele 
wzs profciledly examining officinal roots and Bik, he would 
not furely have omitted one of fo much importance. 

In this collection, we perceive the mofi active and moit 
ufeful afiingents. In the lift of fubftances which contain no 
fhare of this foluble falt, we do not perceive one except the 
ipecacuanha, the poly podium, and the mechoacanna. The 
firft of thefe is cerjainly an aftringent rather from fecondary 
effects than from a chemical nature; the fecond is only affring- 


ent aiter having been long ke pts and the aftringent eftects of 


the lait are founded more on its name of white thubarb than 
actual experience, We have much reafon then, from thefe ex- 
tener to think that on this fale the aftiingent principle 
depends, or at leaft on this falt combined with an ot] not pecu- 
hi: ir to the clafs: we have more reafon to think fo from a 
comparion of the different ¢xperiments which have been made 
on aftringent fubftances. Until this matter be rendered more 
certain, 1 may be called, from its chemical nature, oxalyue 
Lime. It would have beew rendered clearer if we had received 
any intelligence relating to the proportion of this falt in each 
body. It is not an objection, that many of thefe fubftances 
fhow no aftringent power, fince the falt may be in fmall quan- 
tities, its aftringency may be checked by other ingredients, or 
the activity of the medicine may prevent it from being given in 
fufficient dofes to fhew its aftringent powers. 


, 


¥ * * * 


We fhall conclude this mifcellaneous fketch with fome ac- 
count of the tranfactions of the Royal Medical Society, at their 
laft fetlion. It was held the 2gth of lat Augutt; and the prizes 
for the beft memoirs on the Nature and Treatment of Epi- 
demics, and on the Medical Conttitution of the different Sea- 
fons, were diftributed. ‘The prizes are eighteen in number: 
fix medals of 200 livres eavh (about 81. “a ed. flerl NB) y and 
fix of half thatfum. In the third order are twelve prizes, each 
of which are valued at so I: vies, viza 21. re. 8d. each, Thera 
Were a great number of competitors for thefe honorary diiline 
tions ; and the Society regretted that they had not-more prizes to 
heftow. They with to receive an account al‘o of the Epidemics 
among Cattle, and of the Influence of the Seafons on their 
Di: eales, As‘one of their great objects is to obtain a medical 
topography of the kingdom, or obfervations on epidemics, as 
connected with the fitustions of ‘places, they repeat their re- 
quefts for affiitance in this refpect. 


They 
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They allotted the firft prize to M. Ramel, » jeni ior, M.D. for 
the beft memcir on the following fubject. To determine thé 
Connection between the State ak the Liver ad the Dileates of 
the Skin: in what Circumitances the Degeneracy of the Bile, 
which accompani.s cutaneous Complaints, is the Caufe or Effect 
of the Eruptions ; at the fame Time to point out the Symptoms 
which diftinguith the Power of the one over the other, and the 

articular Treatment which this Influence demands.’ 

The prize to be alfotted that day was for the beft memoir on 
the fubject which is fubjoined. ‘* To determine, by a compa* 
rative Enquiry into the Phy fical and Chemical Properties, the 
Nature of Woman’s Milk, of the Milk of a Cow, a Goat, an 
Afs, an Ewe, and a Mare.’ As the memors were not fatis- 
faftory, the prize is doubled, abd the queftion continued. The 
analyfis of all the milks is not expected ; but woman’s milk muft 
not be overlooked. 

The memoirs muft be fent before the firft of January 1788. 
This time will be ftriétly adhered to, and they mutt be fent, 
with the ufual precautions ‘of fealed billets, to M. Vicq d’ Azyr, 
fecretaire perpetuel de la Societé Rue des petits Auguftins, 
NY’ 2, Paris. They mutt be written in Latin or French ; Dut, 
if in Latin, they will be tranilated before they are publifhed. 





_ —— 


Hiftoire de la Societ? Royal de Medicine, année 1780 & 1781, 
avec les Memoirs de Med ci ine SS de Phyfiyxe Med.caie pour les 
ménes Annis, to. Parts, 


HE bulk of this work, and the difficulty of determining 
from what. point to begin an account of fucceffive volumes, 
whofe origin was not very diftant, have contributed t6 delay 
this ariicle. We hoped to have taken a curfory view of the 
whole, but the increafing weight of foreign and domefiic lites 
rature renders this attempt impracticable ; ; yet fomething muft 
be faid : a work of magnitude and im; portance, whofe contents 
every practitioner fhould be acquainted with, is much neglected 
ia this kingdom, to'which great attention has been — in the 
choice of foreign affociates. We have often mentioned it in a 
curfory way, and now purpofe to direct the attention of the 
public more particularly towards it; but we can only defcribe 
the general plan, and give a very fhort account of the laft 
volume. 
The Society was eftablifhed by an arret of council, at the 
exprefs command of the king of France, on April 29, 17763 but 
their firft volume did not appear tll the latter end of the year 
779. Four volures have fince been publifhed, at irregular 
jutervals ; ; and the laft feems to have been unufually delayed, 
though there is no reafon to think that the defigns of .the Sor 
ciety, or their labours, have been in any degree neglected 
or remitted, Each volume is divided into the Hiftory and 
Memoirs; in fxct, the diflribution refembles that of the volumes 


of 
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of the Royal Academy of Scierites; but, in the latter, thé 
hiftory is an abridgement of the memoirs; in the work before 
us, if contains only thofe things which are not of fufficient int- 
portance to find a place in the memoirs: ‘The different parts of 
the hiftory are diitributed into different fections, according to 
the fubjects. 

The firft part of the Hiftory relates to the tranfactions at the 
different feflions ; and contains all that relates to the prizes, the 
eloges of their deceafed aflociates, an aécount of the works pre- 
fenited to them, a review of the works of the affociates, with the 
regulations refpecting the conduct of the Society; then follow 
meteorological Obfervations ; a topographical Detcription of the 
different Cities and Towns, with Remarks on the Conftitutions of 
their Inhabitants ; an Account of Endemics ; Epidemics of every 
different kind ; and Epizootics ; Obfervations on the Nature and 
Treatment of any internal or external Difeafe that may have oc« 
curred ; Anatomical Obfervations and Diffections; the Analyfis 
of Medicines or Aliments, and Minéral Waters; the botanical 
or natural Hiftory of Subftances erhployed either as Food or 
Medicine ; general Philofophical Obfervations applicable to 
Medicine. 

The fecond part of the volume contains Memoirs or feleét 
Differtations on different fubjects relating to the practice of me- 
dicine, or medical philofophy, arranged in the fame manner 
as the fubjects of the Memoirs. At the end are found the Me: 
moirs which have been rewarded by the prizes. The only ex- 
ception which has occurred to this plan, relates to the Memoirs 
on the Hydrophobia, which were publifhed feparately, at an 

early period, for the reafons affigned in our review of Dr. Ha- 
milton’s work in the prefent Number. 

This is a bold and extentive outline, which is filled up, as 
may be expected, unequally. The medical topography, and 
the defcription of epidemics, is in general executed with great 
propriety, and deferves to be imita ted in fome of our Etlayse 
We once fuggetted it to the authors of the ‘ Medical Communi- 
cations.’ The practice is not always happy or decifive; but 
there are numerous obfervations from their foreign affociatesy 
which are of great importance.—Their review of books is pare 
tial, both in the characters and in the feletion. It feems cone 
fined to thole publifhed by their affociates, whom they feldom 
think capable of error. The chemical and botanical obfervas 
tions are often curious and ufeful ; the Memoirs frequently con- 
tain a feries of judicious and well conduéted experiments. 

In the volume which is our prefent object, we fhall make no 
remarks on what } 1S of a private nature 1 the tranfactions of the 
Society, or what is chiefly intereft‘ng to the inhabitants of 
France, This comprehends their private“regulations, and the 
inedical tepography: the defcription of epidemics is incapable 
of being abridged ; and, what relates to the difeafes of cattle, 


fhould be examined in the volume itfelf. The cloges are thofe 
of 
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of Dr. Fothergill, M. de Montigni, M. du Hamel, fir Joho 
Pringle, M. M. Harmant Burret, and Vetillart du Ribert, cor- 
refpondents; Dr. Hunter, and M. Sanchez. The life ot San- 
chez we fhall probably enlarge on in an account of fome of his 
works. 

In the Reports and Memoirs publifhed by the Society, fince 
the appearance of the third volume, are fome which are import- 
ant; but.they have occurred to us in our former enguirics. 
M. Doulcet’s Memoir on the Ufe of Ipecacuanha in the puer- 
peral Fever, the Report on M. Janin’s Antimephitique, and 
that on Animal Magnetifm, are the moft interefting. 

In the practice of Medicine are fome obfervations of great ufe, 
particularly two Differtations by M. Hallé, where the appear- 
ances on difleion were found to be very different from what 
might have been expected from the fymptoms. M, Vicq d’Azyr’s 
Obfervations on Animal Concretions, continued in fucceifive 
volumes, prefent a feries of very curious remarks. There are 
many others which we have not room to mention. The chirur- 
ical obfervations in this volume are of no great importance. 

In the department of chemiftry and materia medica, there is 
a defcription of the faliva in general, and an analyfis of the 
faliva of a horfe. ‘This part contains alfo the reports concern- 
ing the effects of eating lizards, which we have already men- 
tioned; and on a remedy of M. Weiffe. The lait remedy is 


‘fiyled ¢ anti-laiteux.’ It 1s fuppofed by the French pathologitts, 


that the milk, when fuppreffed, is frequently depofited on other 
parts; even when diminifhed it is accufed; and we hear fome- 
times of ¢ depofitions laiteux,’ when the fecretion is continued 
in its full quantity. M. Weifle had acquired great reputation 
by his medicine; and it appears to be a jumble of tonics and 
Rimulants. They could do little harm, however, becaufe the 
are in {mall infignificant dofes; they did fome good, becaufe, 
with the help of Epfom falt, they were flightly laxative. The 
commifiioners fpeak of the remedy with fome propriety, and 
caution practitioners again{t employing it when there is any fever. 
In this part of the work we receive an accqunt of an Alpine 
plant, called the phiteuma, which refembles the lobelia fiphis 
litica in its appearance and its effects, The trivial name is not 
mentioned ; but it is not an uncommon plant on many high 
hills ; a fpecies of it occurs on the hills of Suffex and Hamphhire: 
it is there calied horned rampions, The next extract relates 
to the fuppofed cure of the gout, by a fhock from an elec- 
tric eel; but we are told too, that the gouty man exerted his 
f{trength, and walked fome way in water, which will account 
for the relief, independent of the fhock. The laft article, in 
this part of the hiftory, contains Reflections on the Means of 
relieving Afphyxies, and bringing on Refpiration in Children, 
feeming!y dead-born, The author recommends dephlogifticated 
air, and cefcribes a method of injecting it into the lungs. He 
{peaks 
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fpeaks alfo of its fuccefs in confumptions: it may, perhaps, faci* 
Iitate the breathing; but we have no reaton to think that it will 
contribute to the cure of an ulcerated tubercle. 

In the botamical clafs are an Obferyation on the pernicious 

ifects of a Mufhroom called Agaricus conicus, and Experiments 
on the Influence of different Grains on the Bread of the Inhabi- 
tants of rhe Country. By grains, the author means the feeds of 
weeds, accidentally mixed with the corn. 

In the department of general phy fics, applicable to medicine, 
is a very uleful table of the fpecific gravities of different fub- 
fiances ufed in medicine, with an account of the marriages, 
births, &c. during sen fubfequent years at Montpelier. In the 
fame article are other obfervations relating to the probability of 
lives at Montpelier. This city does not feem particularly healthy. 
for one in twenty-eight die there annually. [here are few coun- 
try towns. in England where the mortality is fo great, even a- 
mong manufactures that are reputed unhealthy. 

The memotrs in this volume are eflays of confiderable im- 
portance. The longeft and moit uicful we muft pals over curs 
foiily, fince it would exceed our limits only to mention their 
feveral plans. In the firft, M. Geottroy gives an account of the 
conflitutions of the years 1780 and 1781, with .a detail of the 
difeafes. which prevailed during that period at Paris. The fecond 
is M. Raymond’s Memoir on Epidemics, which received the 
prize in 1781. Itis a matterly diflertation, in which the author 
traces, with the true Hippocratic {pirit of obfervation, the pro- 
grefs of intermitrents, their influence on the intercurrent dileales, 
the mutual influences of each on the other, atid the connections 
each have with the changes of feafons, and the more fudden al- 
terations of weather. The treatment of epidemics, and how far 
this treatment influences that of intercurrent difeates, is examined 
at fome length. 

The Medical Conftitution of 1778, with the Hiftory of an 
Epidemic Dyfentery, which reigned at Pomeraie-fur-Sévere, by 
M. Durand; and one on the Medical Topography of Bourg< 
Saint Andéol, by M. Madier, then follow. 

The next Difiertation received the prize in 1779. It is an 
anfwer to this queition. ¢ Does.a miliary Fever, diftinét from 
ali other Exanthemamta, relly exift; and in what Conititution 
fhould it be arranged ?? The author decides in favour of the ex- 
iflence of a fever of this kind, which can be properly diftin- 
guished. In England we think differently, and are fupported-by 
De Haen of Vienna: Our own opinion is nearly of the fame 
kind. But it is very difficult to eftabiith a negative propofition. 
‘There are many epidemics which occalionally eccur, and oppofe 
the beft conceited plans, or coufufe what feemed the beft efta- 
blifhed opinions. We need not enumerate inflances; our au- 
thor’s regimen was of the cold kind, but the eruption {till ap- 
peared, If there is any pare of his conduct which adits of.a 
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doubt, and gives a little uncertainty to his opinions, it is the 
oftaiifion of cooling laxatives in any great extent, The confti- 
tution, in which it 1s to be arranged, cannot, he thinks,gbe 
exactly afceriained. The difeafe is faid to be at firtt catarrhal, 
then inflammatory, and at laft putrid. 

The Effay on the Scurvy alfo received the prize. The ‘au- 
thor firft examines the frefh vegetables commonly ufed in {curvy ; 
then the pharmaceutical and chemical compolitions. ‘He next 
compares the advantages and difadvantages of the different means 
to aicertain what is the real nature of antifcorbutic remedies, to 
adapt them, either by combination, or other methods, to differ- 
ent kinds or degrees of fcurvy; and then enquires into their 
nature, by a chemical analyfis. The fecond part isa regular- 
treatife-on the feurvy, as adifeafe. M. Goguelin is not a mere 
theorift: he has feen thé diteafe frequently on the element on 
which it only appears in its proper form; and in his Effay many 
facts are collected which deferve attention. His reafoning 1s not 
always clear or fatisfactory. One thing «ve ought to mention, 
viz. that the common teas, from our own arematic herbs, {weet- 
ened with large quantities of honey, weve of confiderable fervice 
to feamen afflicted with the fcurvy, and preferved their lives in 
circumftances apparently defperate, till their fituation enabled 
them to procure frefh vegetables. The formule are very nue 
merous, and frequently very trifling. 

The next Memoir is by M. Carrere, on the Means of Prefer- 
vation from contagious epidemic Difeafes, It confifts in keep- 
ing up a purulent difcharge, by means of a perpetual blifter. 
The number of authorities adduced in fupport of this practice 
is aftonifhing ; but the remedy is too fevere to be frequently 
employed. 

The next Memoir is by M. Girod, on Inoculation.- He makes 
numerous punctures, and thinks that he leflens the number of 
eruptions in the fame proportion. 

The Memoir, by M. M. de Laffonne and Cornette, on the 
Solubility of Mercurial Precipitates in Water, contains fome che- 
mical facts of great utility. A {pecific remedy of this kind was pro- 
pofed and fubmitted to the examination of M. Bucquet, whofe 
health prevented him trom making a proper enquiry. Our au- 
thors found that precipitates, prepared with effervetcing alkalis, 
were foluble in fome degree; but that their folubility was owing, 
and in proportion, to the air which they containcd. We need 
not add, that their experiments were made with every precau- 
tion. The action of volatile alkali, on mercury, is of great 
conicquence. We fhall tranfcribe the fubftance of one patlage, 
Quacks often boaft that their fecret remedy contains no particl 
of mercury; and they truft ro the difficulty of difcovering fome 
preparations of this metal. If, however, fome cominon fpirit 
of fal ammoniac be poured on their powders, or dry extracts 
from their liquid preparations, and then the whole be gemly 
warmed, a few drops will whiten a halfpenny rubbed clean, 
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The effervefcing volatile alkali is found to diffolve mercury, 
precipitated from the nitrous acid by the mineral alkali. 

M. Fourcroy’s Memoir, on the Kermes Mineral, is alfo im- 
portant. He found that kermes, free from falt, is immediately 
decompofed by a very pure alkali, that it becomes foft, and the 
colour changes to anorange. This is a good teft of the purity 
of the medicine; but the cauftic alkali muft be prepared with 
great care. He found too, that the medicine thus changed, was 
atrue liver of fulphur, antimoniated, foluble in water, and is 
the only hepatic folution known without colour ; that the kermes, 
combined with fixed cauftic alkali, is foluble in fpirits of wine, 
though the experiment, for reafons not afcertained, fometimes 
fails ; and that kermes may be made without heat, by triturating 
the cauftic fixed alkali with antimony, and diffolving the mix- 
ture in boiling water. The utility ot thefe folutions ‘in medi- 
cine are to be enquired into; and the propriety of our author’s 
method of making the kermes may be eafily afcertained, from 
what was faid on the fubjeét in our laft Number. 

The two next Memoirs we cannot enlarge on; that on the 
beft Purgative for Sheep is not very interefting ; and M. Mau- 
duyt’s very extenfive Effay on the Adminiftration of Ele¢tricity, 
amd the Difeafes to which it is adapted, cannot be abridged, 
‘with the remoteft expectation of being either intereiting or 
ufeful. 

M. de Horne’s Memoir, defigned to rectify fome abufes in the 
operation of inoculation for the fmall pox, contains only a ge- 
neral account of the methods now commonly prattifed, with a 
flight reprimand to thofe who are not cautious in their choice 
of 1 matter, or are too anxious to reprefs the eruptions. 

The laft Memoir is written by M, Lavoifier: it is on the 
Effects of Ether on the Animal GEconomy. This fanciful au- 
thor thinks that the action of ether is in confequence, firft, of its 
forming inflammable air, and combining with fixed air or other 
mephytic vapours in the ftemach. This is, in his opinion, 
proved, by its becoming volatile in a heat lefs than that of the 
human body. Secondly, by its cooling effects, in confequence 
of abforbing heat, when it affumes the form of vapour. This 
is talking like a chemitt, not like a phyfician. How is ether 
given? in a draught with water.—What is the heat neceflary to 
volatilize the mixture? Here our author would be at a lofs; 
but an apothecary may ftep to his aflitance, and tell him that it 
is fometimes dropped on fugar. In that cafe, he will find it 
volatilized in the mouth, without reaching the ftomach. If we 
deftroy the firft fuppolition, the fecond falls with it; but we 

may add, that ether is a ftimulant, produces more heat in the 
human body than from its volatility it is capable of abforbing. 

We muft now finith our’ account of thefe intereiting volumes : 
the continuation of the Society’s labours we hope to attend to 
more particularly. 
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a Oh Tut? Cc, a& L. 
A Complete Inveftigation ef Mv. Eden’s Treaty, as it may affe4 the 


Commerce, the Revenue, or the General Policy of Great Britain. 
Svoe 356 Debrett. 


F all that have been written again this celebrated treaty 
of commerce, the pamphlet now before us may be juftly 
confidered as the moft copious and explicit. To an acknowledg- 
ment of the great labour which the author muft have beftowed 
on fo minute an Invettigation, we wifh we could add, that he 
has been actuated with a degree ef candour correfpondent to 
the importance of the fubject, and with a‘ fpirit of enquiry more 
folicitous for the eftablifiment of truth. But the praife which 
we award to his induftry we are forry that we muft deny to 
the motives and execution of his performance. A criticifin 
equal in extent to the pamphlet itfelf, would be neceffary to ex- 
pofe the fallacioufnefs of this author with fufficient precifion : 
we can therefore only take notice of the principal heads of the 
Inveftigation, and. leave our readers to judge of the remainder 
from the few fpecimens we exhibit. 

After a fhort hiftorical detail of the commerce between Great 
Britain and France, in which the author has contented himfelt 
with giving only fuch calculations as were fuitable to his pri- 
vate views, he proceeds to the confideration of the treaty, 
and begins with examining the four firft articles of the taritf, 
or thofe relative to the French wines, brandies, vinegars, and 
oils. Thefe, he obferves, are articles, in which, fo tar from 
having an equivalent advantage, we cannot have the moft di- 
ftant degree of competion. * The pretended principle of the 
treaty, fays he, is reciprocity—how then is it that, in the very 
commencement of it, we fee no lefs than four diftinét and cz- 
pital advantages conferred, for which not only not an adequate 
return‘is made, but no return at all?’ In making this remark, 
the author is either really miftaken, or wifhes to trifie with 
his readers; and confidering his acutenefs,¢as well as artful 
reafoning, in other parts ot the Inveftigation, we are much 
more inclined to fufpect him of the latter than rhe former of 
thefe motives. It is true, that in thofe-articles, France enjoys 


an advantage incapable of any competition; but it is not lefs 


true, that fuch commodities as thofe above mentioned are by 
far the leaft advantageous to a nation of any which it exports. 
They are the produce of the foil more than of the induftry of 
the ‘inhabitants, and have, therefore, of all, the fmalleft cen- 
dency to produce public benefit ; at the fame time that, while 
Great Britain continues to import French wines, the is effen- 
tiully benefited by procuring them at a cheaper rate than for- 

Fz merly. 








68 MonTHLy CATALOGUE, 


metly. Indced, the author appears to be fo con{cious of the ine 
fufficiency of this argument, that he refts his principal objec- 
tion, to this part of the treaty, upon the allegation that the 
confequences of the tariff will be a great diminution of the 
public revenue. But in computing this fuppofed defalcation, 
the author proceeds upon erroneous principles; for he calcu- 
lates the probable importation of French wines at its rate in fore 
mer years, when the pernicious trade of faétitious wines has 
been carried on in this country to a great extent, not only to 
the prejudice of health, but to the extraordinary detriment of the 
public revenue. There 1s, therefore, the ftrongeft reafon to 
expect that, by the great difcouragement, if not the total abo- 
lition, of this infamous practice, the revenue, notwithftanding 
the reduction of the duties, will be but little diminifhed, per- 
haps really increafed by the operation of the treaty. 

The author next endeavours to fhew, that by the above men- 
ticued articles of the tariff with France, we fhall entirely lofe 
the trade with Portugal. The pofitive ftipulation fer a propor- 
tionable reduction of the duty on Portugal wines, he has the 
modefty to affirm, muft prove totally infufficient for retaining 
the commerce with that nation. He even goes fo far as to 


affert, that the Portuguete will abfolutely receive none of our 


woollen cloths. But his notions on this fubjeét are truly ridicue 
lous; for he affirms immediately after, for a reafon no lefs ill- 
founded, that the Portuguefe will likewife refufe admiffion to 
the woollens of France; fo that, according to his reprefenta- 
tidn, the Portuguefe will, from the effect of the prefent treaty, 
rather than trade either with Great Britain or France, determine 
to yonaked; an operation which the moft fagactous politicians, 
this ingenious author alone excepted, had, we prefume, never 
once imagined. 

Our limits will not permit us to expofe the futility of this 
author’s arguments through the fubfequent parts- of the Invefti- 
gation. But while we muft fometimes admire the art, and at 
at other times fimile at the reprefentations of the author, we 
cannot but wifh that his information had been more accurate, 
and his opinions and inferences lefs marked by the influence of 
error. 


Helps to a Right Decifion upon the Merits of the late Treaty of 
Commerce with France, 8vo. 1s. Debrett. 


To throw fuch light upon the circumftances of the commercial 
treaty, as may enable the members of the legiflature to judge 
‘more decidedly concerning, it, is an object worthy of attention. 
For this purpofe, the author of the prefent pamphlet fubmits 
to them fome confiderations, containing intormation towards 
anfwering the two following queftions: viz. ‘ If it has not hi- 
therto been judged wife or neceflary to have a treaty of com- 
_merce with France, how has it become wife and neceflary to 
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have one now? and is the prefent treaty fo effentially different, 
and the ftate of the nation’s commerce fo greatly altered, that 
the prefent treaty ought to be approved by parliament, although 
that of 1713 was juftly reprobated ?” 

Jn order to anfwer theie queitions, he takes a brief review of 
the Englii cominerce for two centuries back, and efpecially of 
that part of it which was carried on between us and France 

The detail of this fubject is of too great extent for us to lay 
before our readers; but we fhall avail ourfelves of the inferences 
which he draws from them. Thefe are as follow: 


¢ That the trade, manufactures, and navigation of England 
were continually increafing, from the acceflion of Elizabeth to 
the treaty of Utrecht, notwithitanding the checks given them 
by foreign and civil wars; and that in no one period of that 
time had the balance of trade, diftinctly contidered, been 
ayainft this country: that the injurious effects of an open trade 
with France have been moft extravagantly exaggerated; and 
that, although the balance of our foreign trade increafed moft 
sa and conliderably, after the importation of French mer- 

handize was prohibited in 1677; much of the excefs arofe 
ie other caufes, and is not to be attributed to that prohibi- 
tion; and that it alfo appears from this deduction, that there is 
not any thing in the merchandize or manufactures of France 
more particularly noxious to this country than in the like mer- 
chandjze and manufactures of other nations: nor that the fkill 
and diligence of French manufacturers are fo unconqucrable as 
to leave. no hope for Englifhmen to equal them in any of their 
fabrics; and confequently, that there is no impotfibility of 
framing a treaty of commerce with France beneiicial to this 
couritry.’ 

The author next examines the grounds on which the com- 
varie treaty was rejected in 1713. 

The Brinfh merchant fo often quoted, calculates, that in 

OR ince of the ftipulations of that treaty, our imports from 
France*would annually have mounted to 1,712,559. and that 
our exports thither would not have exceeded 270,1811. therefore, 
that a balance of near a million and a half would have every year 
accrued againft us. 

¢ Whatever credit this calculation is intitled to, ftill it oughe 
to be coniidered, that in fo far as the articles to be imported 
from France would not have intertered with our own manufac- 
tures, or were fimilar to what we took from other nations ; the 
injury of receiving them from France, rather than from other 
nations, does not arife from the imported articles themfelves, 
but mutt be.transferred to the fuperior advantages allowed us 
in our exports to other nations, beyond what France was to 
have allowed us. For inftance; as we have no wines of our 
own growth, it could be of no material importance to the na- 
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tion’s commerce, whether we took our fupplies from Portugal 
or France; providing we found the fame demand for, and faci- 
lity in, difpoting of our manufadtures and merchandize in France 
that we did in Portugal. This, however, would not have been 
the cafe with any of our fabrics under the flipulations of the 
Utrecht treaty, and our woo!lens were wholly excluded. 

‘ But befides the great dete&t of the treaty, in not providing 
an advantageous market for Britifh manufactures and merchan- 
dize in France, the permitting the importation of French manu- 
factures into Great Britain, fubject only to the general tonnage 
and poundage duties, would probably have been the ruin of 
our manufactures of fiik, linen, iron, paper, and glafs; which 
were then in an infant flate, and by no means able to contend 
with thofe of France, which had attained a high degree of per- 
fection ; and therefore, on both thele accounts, the treaty muft 
have been highly pernicious in lis operation, and every Briufh 
fubject has reafon to rejoice that it never had effect; and more 
efpecially, as we may all have the great and folid fatisfaction 
10 perceive with our own eyes, that the trade and manufactures, 
and fii upping of this country have increafed, in a mott aftonifh- 

ing degree, fince the acceflion of the Hanover family in 17143 
and, that notwithftanding our enormous expenditures in the 
three lait wars, our lands have been improved, our towns en- 
Jarged and embellifhed ; and whatever denotes wealth and prof- 
perity has flourifhed beyond all example.’ 

The author acknowledges, that when our trade and manu- 
factures have fo greatly increafed, the utmoit caution ought to 
be ufed in making alterations in our commercial fyflem; and 
that no experiment ought to be tied, whatever “probability 
there m iy be of its fuccefs, if its lathere may be prejudicial to 
our trade; unk fs we are urged to it by extremely torcible mo- 
tives. Such motives, he thinks, really exift at this ume, fuf- 
ficient to render the. ex estedient of a commercial treaty with 
France not orly prudent, but eflentially neceflary to the welfare 
and happinefs of Great Biiiain. The principal argument which 
he ufes, and indecd the foundation of all the others, is the re- 
moval of the national prejudices which have fo ofcen been the 
caufe of hof:ilties between Great Britain and France. ‘This is 
certainly a confideration of gieat weight, and fuch as might, per- 
haps, more than compenfate to the nation a treaty far le{s ad- 

vantageous than that which 3s the object of enquiry. 

The author obferves, that the Treaty of Utrecht made no 
fipu latton for th e admiffion of our woollens into France; that 


Importent article of our commerce being Ieft to the chance of 
4 future ne; iidaiiog. "6 hich is not the chfe in the prefent treaty. 
On accuunr of this, rece fome other effential differences berween 
the two treaties, he thinks the latrer 1s entitled to the fulleft 


pprete tion of f arto ment, though the former was jufily repro- 
cd. The author’s itutea ents and calculations, in the courfe 
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of this pamphlet, we believe to be accurate; and his obferva- 
tions are well founded. 


A View of the Treaty of Commerce with France: figned at Ver- 
Sailles, September 20, 1786, by Mr. Eden. 8vo. 25. Debrett. 


This author isa declared enemy to the treaty in queftion, 
which he infifts will be immedi itely pernicious, and ultimately 
ruinous to the nation. He endeavours to fupport his opinion 
by a variety of confiderations, too tedious to be minutely de- 
tailed. In the firit place, he deferibes the danger which he fup- 
ofes will arife to thofe manufactures in which we excel. On 
this fubject, his notions are founded upon the evidence deli- 
vered at the bar of the houfe of lords in June 1785. In the 
next place he paints, in colours equally exaggerated, the danger 
to the manufactures in which we are excelled. Admitting that 
the fuppofed danger, in this cafe, may not be chimerical, it 
will be difficult to allow a fimilar poflibility to the author's pre- 
ceding propofition. Upon principles which muit operate reci- 
procally, he neverthelefs dooms Great Britain to all the danger, 
and generoully compliments France with all the advantages, 
which can be fuppofed to refult from the fuil operation of the 
treaty. This is a mode of reafoning which we cannot but 
highly reprobate. The author is a little more moderate in cons 
fidering the operation which the French wines, vinegar, and 
brandy, will have on the wines of Portugal, and the liquors vf 
Great Britain. But with refpect to this fubject, likewite, his 
apprehenfions feem to be governed by the molt unfavourable 
fentiments of the public conduct; and we cannot avoid remark. 
ing, that he makes not,the fmalieft allowance for the advant- 
age, in point of health, which the people of this country will 
enjoy, in confequence of the operation which he apprehends. In 
regard to the fuppofed calamiious efiects of this treaty, the aue 
thor involves Ireland in the fame predicament with Great Bri- 
tain. Weare forry to obferve, that with a degree of laduttry 
well calculated for difquifition, he unites unjuftifiable preju- 
dices, ahd conjures up, by the help of a fertile imagination, 
fuch dangers and terrors as cannot, according to fair and un- 
biaff.d reafoning, lay claim to any probable contingency. The 
peculiarity of his fentiments extends to his language, which is 
not untainted with affectation, or a yet more blameahle corrup- 
tion. We fhall inftance only ¢ cvisto nations,’ and * featimonious 
interment.’ It is remarkable, that amidft the numerous and 
mixed operations, of which we may fairly fuppofe a treaty of 
fuch a nature to be produétive, this author has not allowed it 
fo much as the chance of a fingle advantage: a glaring proof 
of that prejudice fo confpicuous through the whole of the pam. 
phler, 
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A Woollen Draper’s Letter on the French Treaty. 8v0. 15+ French, 


The commercial treaty with France is a fubject of great im. 
portance, and muft accordingly be productive either. of very 
beneficial or pernicious effects on the intcrefts of the nation, 
‘The real well-wifhers of their country wiil be inclined to exa- 
mine this meafure with all poflible candour and impartiality ; 
but nuinerous, we fear are the motives which will salfvence 
others to condemn it, and even to reprobaie it in the feverett 
terms. Several claffes of manufacturers, in particular, will be 
agitated with hopes or fears refpecting its eventua! operation. 
But men whofe opinions are goveracd by the views of private 
intereft, are certainly not the titteft perfons to decide concern- 
ing the utility of fuch a treaty. On this account we ought to 
be extremely cautious in admitting the objections of thofe men 
who feem peculiarly interefted to oppofe that important defign. 
In an enquiry relative to commerce, the tile of A Woollen 
Draper may be efteemed a very favourabie fignature; but as 
we have aften found cvelves in Sheep's cloathing, we mutt acknow- 
ledge that we area cia diftruftful of this author’s fincerity, 


however fpecioufly urged. He exprefies the ftrongeit appre- 
henfion that, if the intended treaty fhould take place, our 


woollen manufactures would be abfoluteiy fuperfeded in the 


home-market by thofe of the French. But before he affirmed’ 
the certainty of fuch an event, he ought to have fllewn by what 
means the French could procure an additional quantity of wool, 

fuficient to afford fo great an increafe of their manutactures ; 
e! pecia lly as we have been informed 1, and we believe upon good 
authority (we ufe the modefl :nanner of the Woollen Draper), 

that, without the importation of Brinfh wool, the French 
could not fupport their woollen manufacture, even in its pre- 
fentextent. The argument which the author draws from the 
oppofition to the treaty with France, in the year 1712, can 
never be admitted us any proof of the pernicious effects of fuch 

ameafure. It is unquettionable that the people, at that time, 

were more actuated by prejudice than by a difpaffionate inve- 
fligation of the fubject; though there certainly were fome very 
important objections to that treaty. Happy will it be, fhould 
not vain apprehenfions be permitted to influence the public 
opinion in an affair of fo great national importance as the pre- 
fent treaty. The interefts of our woollen manufacture merit, 
no doubt, the moft attentive confideration from thofe who have 
projected tt; and we hope they will be fufticicntly protected 
avainft the hurtful confequences, which, if this author does not 
really apprehend, he at leaft affects to anticipate, with a degree 
of planhbilty, not unlikely to produce fome effect on the minds 
ot fuch readers as have not echer the inclination or opportunity 
tur a compleie difeuth ion of the fubject. 
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A Short Review of the Political State of Great Britain, at the 
Commencement of the Year 1787+ 8vo. 15. 6d. Debdrett. 


Free obfervations on the character and conduct of eminent 
perfonages, when written with the appearance of impartiality, 
feldom tail of being received with avidity by the public. In 
perufing fuch productions, the reader anticipates the fatisfac- 
tion which will be reaped in a future age, when the aétions of 
demifed kings and princes, and of celebrated ftatefmen, fhall be 
canvaffed without fear of offence, and be praifed or cenfured 
without the imputation of perfonal affection or diflike. The 
author of the prefent pamphlet has availed himfelf of this ge- 
neral principle in human nature, and fets out with obfervations 
on the higaeft character in the kingdom. Our limits will not 
permit us to gratify our readers with what occurs on this inter- 
eiling fubjecét. We muft, therefore, refer them to the work; 
informing them only, that the fcope of the author's remarks is 
to afcertain the cautes of the fovereign’s great popularity, amidt 
the unfortunate incidents in his reign. We meet afterwards with 
obfervations, equally free, on the character of a certain heir ap- 
parent. But to give a fpecimen of the author’s manner, we 
fhall extract the characters of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, as delineated 
by the author of the pamphlet. 

¢ Awkward and ungraceful in his perfon, cold and diftant in 
his manners, referved and fometimes ftately in his deportment; 
Mr. Pitt is not formed to captivate mankind by the graces of 
external figure or addrefs. Diftinguifhed by no uncommon fen- 
fibility to the attractions of womeo, it is not from that fex 
he can expect the enthufiaftic fupport, and more than mafculine 
exertions, which his great political antagonift has repeatedly 
experienced on the moft trying occafions. Little attached to 
amufement or diffipation, whatever form it may afflume; and 
even, when he unbends to convivial feftiviry or relaxation, con- 
fined and private in its indulgence; his hours.are dedicated to 
an almoft unremitted application to the functions of his office. 
Parfimonious of the public revenue, and tenacious of the ex- 
haufted finances of a treafury drained by preceding profufton, 
his conduct, as minifter, forms a {triking contra(t to the facility 
and prodigality of former adminitlrations. Difinterefted in his 
diftribution of offices, and feleét in his choice of thofe on whom 
he confers employments, the nation has not regarded his sbilt- 
ties with more admiration than it has conferred applaute and ve- 
eration on his principles. Endowed with talents unexampled 
for-fwaying a popular affembly ; perfpicuous and clear amidtt 
allthe energy and fire of oratory ; ample, yet pot prolix or 
diffufe, except from repetition; yet leaving uo part of his fub- 
ject untouched, or uncxplained. Animated in debate, though 
cold and fevere in converfation ; copious in his diction, and fe- 
lect in every figure or expreffion with which he chufes to enrich 
or adorn hits fpeech ; addrefling himfelf as much to the judy- 

ment 
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ment as to the imagination ; and gaining, by the mingled force 

of language and of conviction, a ready entrance to the heart: 

fuch is the prefent minifter of the Englifi people, and fuch is 
the impartial portrait of his virtues and his defects!’ 

‘ At the head of that great band denominated the ‘* Oppofi- 

- tion,” and compofed of fo motley materials, as no longer to 

be reducible to any fixed colour or form, appears Mr. Fox ; 
and, near him, co-ordinate, bat not co-equal, his once great q 
antagonift, though now his friend and fellow-labourer, lord : 
North. It would be mockery to regard the duke of Port- a 
Jand, however refpectable and excellent in his private cha- ; 
racter, as other than the pageant of a party, round whom the 
chieftains afflemble:—the lord Rockingham of 1787; and di- 
ftinguifhed by nearly fimilar endowments of heart and of un- 
deritanding with that departed marquis. If I place Mr. Fox 
foremoft in this lift, it is, that though inferor in nominal rank 
to lord North, he is far fuperior to him in all thofe qualities 
which demand, or which acquire dominion over the minds of 
men. 

‘ Not more liberally endowed by nature with the graces of 
external figure, or with the elegance of manner and addrefs, 
than his rive! Mr. Pitt, he has yet an unknown and undefcrib- 
able fomething, which pervades the da:knefs of his complexion, 
and fheds a fort of luftre acrofs his faturnine features. Whe- 
ther it can be termed a fmile, I will not venture to affert; but 
it certainly has the effect upon the heart, which fmiles are 
calculated to produce, that of infpiring confidence, and excite 
ing complacency. Defceuded from a monarch, dittinguifhed 
by this peculiar and characteriftic excellence of face, he may 
perhaps claim an hereditary title to it. Son to a nobleman, as 
much maiked out by public obloquy and accufation, whether 
juitly or unjullly acquired, as lord Chatham was by general ta- 
vour and admiration, he cannot look for protection to paternal 
virtues, or plead the patriotifm and difinterettednefs of the houfe 
of Holland. 
~ © Unequalled in the arts of attaching mankind to his perfon 
and fortunes; fteady and fervent in his friendfhips; open and 
avowed in his enmities; never abandoning thofe, under any cirs 
cumftances, to whom he is bound by political ties, he is de- 
figned by nature for the chief of a party. Educated in the 
fchool of political learning, brought into the fenate before he 
had attained to manhood, and joining a long experience to the 
vigour of natural talents, he may be confidered as confummate 
jn all that derail of knowledye, only to be acquired by an carly 
Initiation into the myflertes of a democratical government. 
Pofielling powers of eloquence, lefs copious and brilliant, but 
perhaps more folid and logical, than thofe of Mr. Pitt, he is 
equally formed to captivate, to convince, and to fubdue, Skilled 

ther to entrench himfelr in almoft impregnable taffneffs, or 

the thunders of the war into the lines of the enemy, 
he 
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he can with the fame facility imitate Scipio or Fabius : he can 
adopt the confular dignity, or the tribunitian rage. Abandoned 
in the more early ftagcs of his life to the trenzy of play, and 
to all the diffipations or youth and unlimited profufion, a por- 
tion of thofe defects and errors accompanies his riper years, and 
fullies the luftre of his high endowments, So far from being 
like his more fortunate rival, indifferent to the company, or 
fuperior to the blandifhments of women, Mr. Fox does not 
blufh to appear with the companion of his fofter hours, in a 
phaeton in Hyde Park, or in the firit rows of a crowded theatre. 
Convivial in his nature, and open to focial pleafures, he con- 
firms his political triumph over the mind, by his private and 
perfonal conquelt of the heart, Bold and decided, even to 
temerity, in his conduct as a minifter, he is capable, by turns, 
of aggrandizing, or of diminifhing the power of the crown; 
and of juftifying, by reafons and arguments the moft plaufible, 
the meafure, of whatever nature, which he fhall have feen fit 
to adopt.—Generous and beneficent in his difpofition, placable 
and forgiving in his temper, his political e: mities extend not 
beyond the limits of a debate, or the walls of a houfe of com- 
mons. Equal to his antagonift in all the fublime talents requi- 
fite for the government of an empire; fuperior to him in 
modern and polite knowledge ; in an acquaintance with Europe, 
its manners, its courts, and its languages: he is inferior only 
in one requifite, an opinion of his public principle, generally 
diffufed among the people. When to this great and inherent 
defe@, is fuper-added the unqueilionable alienation of his 
fovereign, both to his perfon and his party ; we may lament, 
but we cannot be furprifed, that abilities fo univerfal and fub- 
lime are left unemployed, and are permitted ** to wafte their 
{weetnefs on the defert air.” | 


The only member of oppofition, celebrated by the author, 
is Mr. Sh——n, for whom he evidently betrays a particular 
regard ; a circumftance from which, joined to another confider- 
ation, the author of the pamphlet cannot remain entirely un- 
fufpected. 

By a tranfition naturally enough to the author’s plan, he has 
introduced the prefent fituation of lord Rodnev and Mr. Hatt- 
ings; at what he conceives the unmerited treatment of each of 
whom, he expreffes a liberal indignation. Many of the obfer- 
vations in the painphlct have no claim to novelty; bur it is 
written with fpirit and elegance, though not free from affeéta- 
tion ; and fometimes fullied with redundancies, which we fhould 
not expect to find-in fo fmall a production. 

Reply to a Short Review of the Political State of Great Britain, az 
the Commencement of the Year 1787. 8a. 15. 6d. Bell. 
The oftenfible motive to this publication is, that the author 

of the * Short Review’ difcovers inconfiftency, and betrays pre- 

judice, in fome parts of the charaéters which he has drawn. 

We 
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We thall not entirely abfolve him from the latter at leaft of 


thefe charges ; but we think the replier is much mere evidently 
open to the fame imputation. 


Fhe People’s Anfuser to the Court Pamphict ; entitled a Short Reviews 
of the Political State of Great Britain. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Debrett. 
A few words may be fufficient to characterife a controverfial 

production diftinguifhed neither by argument nor wit. This 
pamphlet evinces yet greater inanity than the preceding. ‘The 
replicr and anfwerer affect equal indignation at a fuppofed, but 
by no means decided, partiality of the ¢ Short Review.’ They 
feem likewife equal in refpet of the degree, though not with 
regard to the particular objects of their prejudice. But the an- 
fwerer is the more virulent abettor of domettic diffenfion ; and, 
by arrogating to his own determination the fentiments of the 
people, he appears to be not more actuated with a refpect for the 
public than with loyalty to his prince. 


An Appeal to the Common Senfe of the Nation. By 8. Purlewent, 
of Lincoln’s Inn. 8v0. 158. Wilkie. 

This Appeal relates to an act of parliament for repealing 
certain duties now payable upon wines imported, and for grant- 
ing mew duties in lieu thereof, to be collected under the ma- 
nagement of the commiflioners of excife. Mr. Purlewent, the 
author of the Appeal, reprefents this act as of the moft dan- 
gerous tendency with :efpect to the liberty of the fubject ; and, 
as fuch, he argues warmly for the neceflity of refcinding it. 


An Addrefs to Trade/men, particularly Shopkeepers throughout the 
Kingdon. dv0. 6d. Richardion. 

This Addrefs contains Obfervations on the Mifchiefs and 
Obitructions arifing to the Profperity of fair Trade, from the 
Practices of Hawkers, Pedlars, Riders, Agents, Taylors, 
Smugglers, Cheap-Shops, and others. Subjoined are fome 
Propofiiions for the Remedy of thofe Evils, and a farther 
Amendment of the Shop-Tax ; with Remarks concerning Ap- 
prenices. The author, who is probably a tradefman, or fhop- 
keeper, feems to be well acquainted with his fubject. 


A Collefion of Letters on interefling Subjedls. > 12m0. 15. 
Bramwell. 

According to this anonymous author, king William the 
Third was a papilt, and the pope the chief inftrument in effect- 
mg the Revolution in 1688 ! After thefe affertions, it is unne- 
ceffary for us to make any remarks. 


NoiwWw587 8. L,, & 
Viclovria. A Novel. In Tixo Volumes. By Sufannah Hafrwwell. 
t2mo. 58. in Boards. Hookham. 
The author wifhes to inculcate filial piety ; and fhe has exe- 
cuted her detign in a number of well-chofen pathetic tules.— 
, a In 
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in fuch a caufe Criticifm fmooths his brow, and takes off his 
{pectacles, wang to fee no fault. She whe would fupport the 
caufe of piety and virtue canuot err. 


The Hiftory of Lady Emma Melcombe and her Family, by a Females 
3 Vols. 12mo. 75. 6d. Robinfons. 


This lady petitions fo ftrongly for indulgence that we cannot 

refufe her: | 
¢ When women fue, men give like gods,’ 

In truth this pleafing narrative is frequently interefting, and 
inculcates fome ufeful moral leffons. It engages the attention, 
though it does not captivate the fancy by any intricate arrange- 
ment of adventures, or any uncommon de(cription of charaéters 
or events, This ‘ female? never attempts to delineate any hu- 
morous adventures, or to ftep beyond the bounds of common 
life. As fhe is neither ridiculous herfelf, or draws ridicule from 
others, her motto, ‘ laugh where we muft, be candid where we 


can,’ will remain inexplicable. 


The Kentifh Curate; or, the Hiffory of Samuel Lyttleton, a Found= 
ling. Written by Himfelf. 4 Volumes. 12mo. 125. Parfons. 


As it is the indifpenfible duty.of a reviewer to encourage 
merit, we muft praife the Kentifh Curate, for his new, labo- 
rious, and tedious hiftory. As this novel is of a new kind, we 
fhall draw from it a receipt to make a fimilar one: we love great 
names, and fhall therefore add, that Ariftotle drew the laws of 
the Epos from a poem already known. : 

If you wifh to publifh an extenfive hiftory, in numerous vo- 
lumes, collect a few great names, and combine your injportant 
perfonages in a ftriking group. Their lives, which you may 
collect from any Magazine, will affiff you; and any adventures 
from the fame fource may happen to your hero on the road, be 
related by fome of his acquaintance, or introduced in an epi- 
fode : there is no reafon wny you fhould not meet with every 
noted. charaéter of that period. The true fpelling of names fs 
of no -great confequence; for, even in the title page of this 
great model, a fault occurs; and poets would rather be wrony 
with a Homer than right without authority. Slight anachro- 
nifms are of no great confequence : this author has never erred 
more than in dbout twenty years, though he was very near 2 
blunder in an hundred. Virgil was not fo fuccelsful. Your 
hero may change his refidence ; and, if he can be fortunately 
carried to America, the petition of congrefs, with’ differerir 
proclamations, and the events of a campaign, taken from the 
authentic records of an old newfpaper, will, with eafe, fill a 


volume. 


Inhabitant of Grub-ftreet! accept, with gratitude, our la- 
bours, collected from thefe immoral volumes, with no little 
trouble or difgult, relieved only by the occafional wits of 
Morpheus.—If thou canft not, from imitation; be an Homer, 

thou 
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thou mayeft at leaft aeerienees the minor poets as an Apol- 
lonius. 


The Child of Simplicity. A Novel. Written by a Lady. In Two 


Volumes. i12mo. 6s. Richardfon. 


* Only think, Herbert, Latin, fo old-fafhioned for ladies ! 
“Thus exelaims our ‘iady, and yet fhe quotes Latin; for her Pre 
face claims the whole performance as her own. ‘She fays too» 
it is uncommon : this we have not Susie It is the * Child of 
Simplicity ;’ but the principal characters are of a very different 
kind. In thorr, fhe has eftablifhed fo few of her pretentfions, 
that we may be allowed, with juftice, to doubt her fex. The 
whole does not rife high enough to merit any critical decifion, or 
fink low enough for abfolute contempt. 


The Annual Novelliff. 4 Vols. 12m0. 6s. Lane. 


A colleétion of tales, hiftories, and adventures, from Maga- 
zines and other periodical publications. 


MiB B.1;, Ci. ASL, 


A Differtation on the Lues Venerea, Gonorrhea, and Tabes Dorfalis, 
or Gleet, By S. Perry, Surgeon. 80. \25. Murray, 


This Differtation is written with eafe and pleafantry : it is an 
agreeable companion for an idle hour; but we cannot recom- 
mend it as inttructive. The author brings us back to former 
ages, and what he fays of others, in this re{pect, is true of him- 
felf. Hethinks the fource of the matter in gonorrhcea is an 
ulcer: he attacks it with mercurial applications and injeCtions : 
he makes alfo little diftinction between what is commonly called 
the general and the local difeafe. Yet if mercurials are really 
ufeful, we think larger dofes than a grain of calomel, morn- 
ing and uight, woulu be requged. He tells us his pills, which 
contain thar dofe, never a ae we are inclined to believe 
him, becaufe we think they are never neceflary. He gives us 
no account of his treatment of the difeafe in the more confirmed 
ftate. 

The philofophical and chemical account of mercury is full 
of error; and even his boafted pills, we think, are deficient in 
pharmaceutical accuracy. One fifth of the mafe confifts of falt 
of tartar and nitre ; fo that we flould not be furprifed if, in a 
damp day, the pill s fhould difappear, by the deliquefcence of 
the falts ; indeed the author hints at their wanting a proper con- 
fiflence. ‘He. refembles a phyfician who added “half an ounce 
ef foluble tartar to an infulion of tamarinds, and wondered that 
he faw a fediment in the bottom of the phial, while he was dif- 
appointed in the activity of his remedy ; or another, who dire¢t- 
ed two drachims of the diuretic falt to be made into a bolus with 
confectio casdiaca, and loft both the falt and the electary. 

Ob- 
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Obfervations on the Cure of the Dry Belly Ache. Towhich dre 
added, The remarkable Effects of Fixed Air: in Mortifications of 
the Extremities: and, the Hiftory of fome Worm Cafes. By 
John Harrifon. 8vo. 1s. Galabin. 

This quack bill, advertifing a fecret medicine for wotms, 
appears in a new form, ufhered in by fome trifling obfervatians 
on the cure of the dry belly-ache. We noticed its former ap- 
pearance, -in our, Sixtieth Volume, p. 236. The method for 
the cure of the firft difeafe is, the injection of a highly ftimu- 
lating and draflic glyfter, which in the early ftages will proba- 
bly fucceed: in the later ones it will be highly injurious. 
The author fpeaks fo confidently of procuring flools by this 
glyfter, aififted with pills of aloes, galbanum, and affa foetida, 
that we fufpect he has not been converfant with the difeafe in 
its moft obitinate form. 


A Treatife on the Gout. By Onxflow Barret, M. D. 8vo. 15. 6d. 
Stockdale. 


Recommending a noftrum under the title of {pecific pills. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Txx0 Farmers, an exemplary Tale: defgned to recommend the 
Prattice of Benevoleice towards Mankind, and all other hiving 
Creatures; and the Religious Objervance of the Sabbath Day. 
By Mrs, Trimmer. 12m, Qds or 85+ per Dozen to give aways 
Johnfon. 

This is a Sequel to the ¢ Servant’s Friend,’ noticed in our laft 
volume, p. 239. It inculcates the ufeful moral of fobriety, 
induftry, and humanity; and, in every refpect, continues to 
deferve the character given of the former work. . The inda- 
ftrious farmer is contrafied with the idle one; fobriety with 
drunkennefs ; a fuitable plainnefs with ‘fafhionable fhow ; bu- 
manity with cruelty. . The proper path, the way to be: rich, 
refpectable, and happy, is pointed out fo clearly and familialy, 
that we think it cannot be eafily miftaken :—we hope it will not. 


Mifvellanies on ancient and modern Gardening, (Sc. 8vo0. 25. bd. 
Walter. 
A collection of Pieces, in profe and verfe ; with paflages from 
different poetic writers, for the purpofe of infcriptions in a gar- 
den or pleafure ground. 


National Improvements upon Agriculture. By David Young, Perth. 
Svo. 53. Bell, Edinburgh. 

Nothing can be imagined more contemptible than thefe 
twenty-feven eflays, in language and compofition. The authgr 
affets great dogmatical knowledge, though evidently not con- 
verfant with philofophy. He recommends, indeed, the moft 
effential principles of’ agriculture, but, with refpect to the 
means of improving that fcience, he feems to be as mutch un- 
acquainted as with phyfics. The Scouicifme, the prol-sitv of 
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ftyle, the embarraflment, and the frequent repetitions, are fuf- 
ficient to render a perulal of the work extremely unpleafant to 
any reader. 


Appeal from Scotland. Sve. 6d. Wilkins. 


The author endeavours to demonftrate that the fpiritual 
cogirt of the church of England is repugnant to the Britifla 
conftitution. He appears to-be an intelligent man; but by 
the application of his principles to a. particular cafe, viz. that 
of lord George Gurdon, perhaps his impartiality may be que- 
ftioned. 


Particulars of the remarkable Trials, ConviGions, &c. of Fohn 
Shepherd. 8vo. 1s. Bladon. 


This appears to be a faithful, but tedious narrative of the 
fubjeét. Shepherd had been an old offender, and was executed 
in November laft. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We have reeeived our * Old Cuftomer’s’ Letter, and, in 
return will relate a little anecdote. 

A fermon was fent to us, with a civil remark, that, if we 
did not chufe to fpeak avell of it, we fhould be altogether 
filent. It was not a partial publication, but defigned for the 
world in general, and we therefore fpeak of it as it was. Whe- 
ther’ our opinion has given offence to its author, ‘ an Old Cuf- 
tomer’ can, perhaps, beft fay. This part of our Review is not 
properly adapted to the difquifitions which he has propofed ; 
but he may be affured that we will take the earlieft opportunity 
of enlarging en the fubject; and we are in daily expectation of 
a publication which will allow us to do it with propriety. 











WE are much obliged to Mr. H’s very candid attention, and 
thank him for his conjecture, which appears to be a very farif- 
faétory explanation. If he does not think it improper, and as 
it contributes to explain a former article, on which we requefted 
an explanation, we fhall lay a part of his Letter before the pub- 
lic, with fome remarks which have occurred to us in the courfe 
of our enquiries. 


To this gentleman, and to fome others who are folicitous for 
our accounts of particular performances, we can only exprefs 
our regret that we cannot anfwer them by the immediate in- 
fertion of our opinions. Théy muft have feen that our circle 
is enlarged ; and that, with the magnitude, the difficulty of our 
tifk is increafed. We have already adopted a plan by which 
every author will probably be brought forward in a light adapted 
to his real importance ; and we hope that this will be effected 
without avy addition to our annual volumes. 
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